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LETTER
THE SECRETARY OF WAR,

The report of the superintendent of the wagon road from Fort Defiance
to the Colorado river.

May 12, 1858.—Ordered to be printed.

War DeparmMENT,
Waskington, May 10, 1858.
Stk : Referring to my letter of the 24th ultimo, in relation to the
report of Edward F. Beale, esq., superintendent of the wagon road
from Fort Defiance to the Colorado river, I have now the honor to -
transmit a copy of said report and of the accompanying map.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN B. FLOYD,

Secretary of War.
Hon. Jaues L. Ogrg,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

' Wasnizarox, dpril 26, 1858,

Sik: I have the honor to transmit herewith my daily journal of the
survey made last summer and winter of a wagon road from Fort De-
fiance to the Colorado river or State line of California, near the 35th
Parallel. With this journal I send also an itinerary from Albu-
querque, in New Mexico, to California. This itinerary gives distances -
a8 they exist, no air lines or imaginary curves, but every turn of our
wheels recorded by the odometer attached. Latitudes and longitudes
of almost all the camps are given. Itis proper that I should call your
attention to the fact, that to go by Fort Defiance, and thence to Zufii, our
Barting point, isan unnecessary loss of time and a very great increase
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8 WAGON ROAD FROM FORT DEFIANCE TO THE COLORADO RIVER. 9
2 .
: . . METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS—Continued.
Meteorological observations taken on the reconnoissance of the wagon road from Fort Defiance to the
Colorado. 5
: ‘ Thermometer, Wind.
! ; ; ’ No.of camp. | Date, ¢ Hour. | Baiometer Clouds,
e : i hermometer. Wind. !
;" , 1 T o . Clouds i ’Atmched.!Dcmched‘ Force. |Direction. .
! No. of camp. ' Date. Hour, | Barometer . | ! |
i H 1 : : . H
5 I ) ;‘Attached. Detached. Force. |Direction o 1857, | ° ’ . Inches
! : Station..... 1] Sept. 5 | 3.5 71.5 95.382 3 Cir, S0, yenees
i 1i...doo... ™07 25,382 .5 00uieieaens
. o Inches . 2]....do., 8.5 | & 95 384 5 lldo.ll!
it . 9am. . 75.5 70.5 | 24.182 2 East.....} Cir. stra. ...... 3 levendo.,.. 84 f #0 95.300 1 o G
i Station..e.. 1 ° . ]130am 89.5 91 24.260 0 ... veeeafernsl0 tiriannas 4 feado.,,, 8l.5 | 8.5 | 95382 0 Calm....|....do......
i 2. : 1930pn, 89 85 24,107 0 .do.. 5 |ves.do..,, g | 25,384 0 .Y OROE
i 3 1p.m.. 89 93 24.206 1 East.ooifeseenien Camp ..o 6 |. 64.5 ¢ 66 25,380 0 Cir, cum.
1 89 93 24,184 1 Nimbus [ 38 1 5y 95,402 2
vy 5 94.5 95.5 24,194 2 PPN [ F . [ . .5 62 95,404 0
i 6 93.5 95.5 24,200 0 JRY: |, N Station. ..., 11, .5 ‘ 1 95.494 1
; 7 2.5 Y6,5 | 24.184 0 2. 7005 7 95.494 0
! 8 9.5 9L,5 | 24.192 1 3 ¢ .83 | T 25.474 9
i g 9.5 92 24,186 1 4 . Py 715 | 95482 ]
i 10 85 79 24,084 2 JETY (. PO Camp ...... 71 , T {715 | 25.472 1
i 11 i2lildos ! 85 83 23.980 3 er cun, 71 . .85 65 95,474 0 sdorioiiiiill
i 12 "....do.... 87 & 23,984 3 7 . 52,5 | « 53.5 | 95.399 0 Cum. stra..
B 13 ... do.., 87 86 23.976 3 Station..... 1 . 68.5 68 25.402 1 Cir. Stra. vour,s
i 14 i....do.... 78.5 71.5 | 23.806 2 2. X 8.5 1 5 25.494 2 PRUY YT
38 AL sdoad.. 3.5 1.5 23.890 2 3. : 80.5 ; 83 25.496 2 N [ PO
i 15 ....do. 71.5 69 23.800 2 41, p. 875 | 8 25,490 4 ceerlOueuienanns
! 16 ....do.... 70.5 7 23, 1 34 2p. 2.5 9L5 | 25.400 2
| 17 l....do.... 67.5 68 23,982 1 § p- 80.5 | 89.5 | 925.380 2
i Camp....asy 1 l..ucdo.... 55 56.5 | 23.982 0 B P 8.5 : 89 25,496 2
i 11 Sept. 1 55 56.5 | 23.904 0 Camp...... 8. 30 pan 8.5 ’ a3 55,388 Py
) Station .v..e 2 ..iudon.., 58.5 58 24,082 0 8 | pm. 3.5 715 | 925,362 0 Cum.eveeannns
, : ;! 3 61.5 58.5 | 24.064 0 . 8 .30 a. 57.5 ! 58 25,372 [ Cir. cum. ,veua.
v 4 62.5 60 23,964 1 Station..... 1. am.a. s | o 25.476 1 .
i 5 66.5 65.5 | 24.260 1 . do 2] G 7am.... 69 | 63 25,406 1 |.dos....
i 6 74.5 7.5 | 24,406 2 vedeenedo., 3 JJ8am....; 68 65 25,574 14 |.do......
7 75.5 7.5 | 24.482 2 Cum. stra..... 4. 1835 pm.. 20 76 25.500 4 |odo..lll
S 8.5 75 24,386 0 lecsnnerineiiiie, 5 Jd9am...i 84 | g a5.570 2
9 80 % 24.480{ Jacob’s veens| Cir.cum.. 5 J12m..... &4 | 84 25,466 a
10! 7.5 78 245841 Well. ceri]resadon, 6. 3pam. , 87.5 ’ 87 25.596 2
11 81 80.5 24,374 0 Tl dpm..,. 85 84 25,500 2
i 2 84.5 8.5 | 24.312 0 - Camp .l 9. Spm..... 8 | 18 28.494 3
13 8 77 | el 1 9/ dTpml 7 | 7.5 | 25496 3
, 14! 76 74.5 | 24.394 1 . 9 [6am. 57.5 58 25,500 3
15 7.5 75.5 | 24.306 2 Station, ..., 1 | {7am...]  69.5 68.5 | 95490 3
6 ..., 75.5 73.8 | 924.386 2 2 7.15 a. 68.5 66 25,466 [veiesson.n
17 ....do. 71 7.5 24.606 2 . 2 9a. 8.5 7 25,466 2
Camp....... 2 '....do.... 67.5 66 24,5%0 2 3 4 8.5 a3 25.374 2
2| Sept. 2 56.5 56 24,664 2 - 4 86.5 7.5 | 925,096 2
Station,.... 1 j....do.... 59 56.5 | 24.6% 1 5 8.5 84 24.994 3
2 |ieeudo.... 2.5 62.5 | 24.764 1 6 86.5 82.5 | 925,002 3
3ieui.do.. 2.5 69 24,794 1 7 87 7 24,992 3
4 74.5 69 24,692 1 o 8 90 87 95,000 1
5 72.5 68.5 | 24.660 1 9 7.5 4.5 | 24.762 6
6| 70.5 69 24,606 0 Camp ... .10 |,.. do. .. 75.5 75.5 | 24.674 2 .do.
T 75.5 79 94,682 0 = 10 |....do.... 68 68 24,682 2 .
8 79 80 24,582 0 K 10 | Sept. 10 55 55 24,576 4 3
9 73 73 24,784 1 Swtion...,. 1 l....do.. 69 3 24,500 4 ..
. 10 76.5 4.5 24.782 1 . 2 ....do o K 69,5 24.400 5 .. d
11 69.5 68 24,770 1 3 I 69 24,462 5 ..
12 69.5 67.5 | 24,670 1 4] 76 4.5 ] 24.466 5.
; 13 {....do.... 69.5 65.5 | 24.696 2 5 i 6 24,092 3 |ldow...
4 : 14 |....do.... 69.5 64 24,582 2 6. 77 76 23,972 3 |.do.....
15 |....do.... 68.5 63 24.402 3 71 7 6.5 1 24,190 3 ..do...... PO - SO
g Camp ..eee. 3 |....do.... 66 63.5 | 24.490 3 L 71 7 7.5 | 24.100 3 dO. 80y
3i....do.... 66.5 64 24.58¢ | . 3 L .. , 8 7 7 23.902 3
3| Sept. 3 54,5 54.5 24.570 2 Gir. stra. vovves c 9 76 7 24.000 3
Station..... 1 {....do.... 59.5 59.5 24,802 2 .do....., FRTRY [ T amp......11 |.. 4.5 6 24,000 4 o] Cir. stra, veve..
: 9 61.5 59.5 | 24.992 ‘1 P T DU Y T ORI N 1 62 61.5 | 23.97 2 West ...} Cum.stra..on..
3 68.5 65 24,890 1 West.... ....do....... Stari 11 51 23,902 0 Calm .,
66.5 67.5 | 24.990 [ Calm.... ation, ..., 1 .. 57.5 57 23.863 0 ——
Camp ...... 4 68.5 67 25.082 1 East. g 2 57 56 23.960 0
4 60.5 60.5 | 25.060 1 .3 63.5 64.5 | 923.900 2
4 53.5 55 25,060 1 4] 68.5 7 23.782 2
Station..... 1 70.5 68 25.172 1 5 73.5 74 23.684 2
2 84.5 74 25,272 (] 6. 70 71 23,594 3
: 3 79.5 79.5 | 25.194 1 7 8.5 ket 23.586 4
| 4 . 5.5 78.5 | 25.194 3 7 79.5 79 93,586 4
ol 51....do.... 7.5 82 25 162 4 7 72.5 70 23.592 5
o 6 |...odoe... 78.5 82.5 | 25.190 2 8 73 75 23,302 5
| Camp +vvens 5 [evaadon.., 68.5 67.5 | 25.176 2 9. 2.5 73 23.306 3
i 5} Sept. 5 62.5 60.5 | 25 3 Cum..civeenns 10 67.5 66 23,194 3
Station..... 1 [....do.,.. 71 69.5 25.382 3 cdoiaidge do.. 1 71 71.5 93,304 3 coevdon..

[}
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12 WAGON ROAD FROM FORT DEFIANCE - TO THE COLORADO RIVER 13
o METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS—Continued. ) METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS—Continued.
i
r'g -
i Thermometer. Wind. Thennometer. Wind,
R No.of camp. | Date. Hour. Barometer Clouds. No-ofeamp. | - Date. Hour. Barometer Clouds.
Attached. |Detached. Force. | Direction. Attached. { Detached. Force. |Direction.
o B ° Inches. Ahzcaxaimder’s 01857. . °
! ing” 7 aan.... 60 62 24,890 2 Cumn. stravo ... HI0f, se0ee ct. 3 15.40 a.m. 58 61 1 Cir.
Kmbf.c‘reek : 1 8am. w4 74 24.000 2 Do..oovensilecido. [ 6am....] 61 62 3 'dﬁum‘
9a.m.... 75 80 24.000 2 Do..veeiiiifienido L [ 7am,.,. 74 64 4
10 am... 3 75 24,860 2 . . 70 71 5
J 1l am.., 80 82 24.000 2 71 ° 5
12 ma.... 80 83 24,986 2 70 72 5
1 pm... 80 76 24,860 2 89 70 5
¢ 2pMaa.. 84 80 24,960 2 69 70 5
: 3pm.... 83 2 24.920 2 69 70 5
Japm..i) 77 7 24.789 3 5 75 5
Jspm. 76 9 24.811 3 7.5 6.5 1 ool
Gpm....| 74 80 | 25.000 3 7 75 4
7 pM.... 0 3 24.981 2 75 75 4 s
17,30 pm, 68 68 24,860 1 69 s 4
Lampaeie.. 5.30 a.m, 40 45 . .871 ¢ 69 - 70 4
L DU 6 a.m.... 40 45 .876 0 50 54 4
Do..... Sdramall a4 45 812 0 50 51 0
DO.vrvenens J8am.... 43 45 .873 0 |9 60 64 0
DOurrracens 9a.m.... 45" 43 878 0 . T 76 3
L 10am,.. 56 50 .876 1 . 75 7R 3
110,15 a.m 78 55 973 1 12 m.,... 75 79 0
.Jib.45am 7 63 25.000 ! lpm.. 79 80 0
‘| ilam... 76 65 - 141 2 2p.m.. 81.5 80 0
il.15am{ 7 63 868 2 3p.m... 87 83 9
1145 am 7 64 .840 2 .j4pm..,, 81 79 2
JJ215pm] 6 7 25.000 2 3. TRTRISTEN Fpe .| 5pm.. ] 76.5 2
11pm.... 83 85 24.860 3 Doceeeennn fuunn do.... 6 p.m. 7l 71 0
do....16.30 p.m T 70 0
2 pant.... 83 85 24,600 3 Cet. 5 m,. 51 5} 0
3pm....| 84 81 94.580 2 [ SXTTTRIPH PR | T 55.5 60 2
: 24570 0 Do........diido.... 73 74 2
N 0 Doevercvanfennidon... 5 7 3
1 Docueusus feuandon,,. 79.5 78.5 4
1 Do.eersacifns 81 81 4
2 treeseran 82 81.5 4
2 casesnane N . g§ 84 4
P 3p. 85 5
N 0 . : 87 88 M ud?::........
Do eereafenn 0 80 79 4
Do.evnnnns 1 63 66 0
0untaeres 1 72 3.5 1
1 Do.vinneifiann 2 7.5 74 9
1117 YN PR . S, 2 7 kad 2
B Do.eevraensfrenadon... g e Zg Zg 2
; SO TRV L T N TP [}
P Do . 5 1 ‘..do...... 55 56 1
H 1 59.5 83 1
B 1 63.5 63 1
W 1 65.5 66 3
! 1 68.5 67 3 .
i 3 70.5 72 3
i 3 70.5 70.5 4
3 70 71 2
3 70 69 2
it 3 69 68.5 2
e 4 64 65.5 9
i 4 57 57.5 2
f 4 47.5 46 3
i 4 59.5 57 3
; ceeedon.., 4 2. 9.5 81 3
Y . TN 4 3 71.5 7 3
4 3 1.5 7 3
‘4 4 66.5 68 3 20,
H g “._30. : gg b4 H A R
H de 5 62 3 . vern seen
0 g otdog 60 s 61.5 3 s Lzricum stra..
b ot 4. 4
0 - Baton..... 1 (... do.... 56.5 57 S [ Gam....
0 . 21.do.. . 66.5 63 a
0 3 li..ido 58 58 1
0 4 |....do 62 62.5 4
o D-..... 5i....do 60 60 Py
] 58.5 57 0
0 gg 57 2
0 62 2 L do..ies feeer@Ouurannennn
Sidonill 0 |ildoriiil 68 66.5 R B S b
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16 WAGON ROAD FROM FORT DEFIANCE

iti in, I have frequently
y t and nutritious. In the Great Basin, L '
Z:;Zn Sbvzzzd made by the Indians from thlglbean,hartxd ffound it excel
i ade from it is preferable to that of corn.
1eri‘§;mar£1hz£ lss:oiepl? m. I wasanxious to go on four miles further, t<{
th Sa.bal’li)al but the camels not being able to keep up, I enc.a.mpe(1
>‘heie oun the Comanche creek. The water, which is only found in muc
i le.
bad, and the grass only tolerab )
ho'll(.‘ag:dl: we have travelled twenty-two and a half miles. nk
June 2;8» Raised camp at 1 a. m., and starte;;i beforg daytblhea -
v star 1 i the guard watch, s
t was occasioned by an accident to g
tohg; i:;li:::rchlled at 1 o’clock, instead of 0}1111' us?la.l hour, é%ry ;1(‘3‘1;
. ; 3 g
our journey to-day carried us through a cou
ilel‘lizhpﬁ;{te (gxat of Jyester)(riay. After travellmglﬁve r(nilles Wzlce:;;n: !:((1)
fi ter in large pools, and very
the Sabaifial, a fine stream of water ge P d very clear snd
fished in it for a short time, but only caught t ‘
'va;éerté wis abundant evidence that the pools vz_ere filled with fish ; bu‘t
bait was not sufficiently attractive.
' pll":?s‘;{-;eg ngzrrer about fifteen miles, during Wh(icp dlsétaa;:e g;a;sesr wgﬁi
t, we arrived at the Rio Frio, and foun ew .
:32{1 a:;u&iaga’me would indicate, and confined at gﬁle }clzrps]s?gft:b%r;i
isi to the height o
1. Rising abruptly from the water to g
Rfixg:v})g\?e or fort? feet, and extending fgf féle dui\t?.ncilog g.tg:raﬁg;
“mi rkable rocky bluff, making th '
of a mile, has a very remarkable : KR oy
interesting appearance of the place quite striking p A
X’i’tﬂ:eérossh?g t%% Rio Frio, the countxi)lr se&ms to ch?:cnglgslsrxa%}llizrda.;rtﬁr :
'y materially— il becomes gravelly, the mesquite 'y
ey e st g 1 jant. Tncamped at 12 o’clock,
and the grass, though good, not so luxuriant. camped af 12 0'cloc®,
two miles from the river, there being no g 0ssing
i\"??fzu{gng it better to keep our water kegs filled, and camp at a distance
from the regular stopping places, on account of the.%rass. ;
The distance made to-day is twenty and a half miles. ¢ the most
The camels got into camp at half-past three, some o :. st
heavily loaded being quite tired. As sognbas they arilll‘;e ntle:guaite
fer to browse on €
turned loose to graze, but appear to pre i ! ! ife,
b, which grows in this country ,
bushes and the leaves of a thorny shrub, rows In this couniey s
here, to the finest grass. They are exceedingly , Y.
fx;r:rl;i:ed, and I see, 50 fa.r? no reason to doubt the success of the ex j
=)
iment. _ .
pef;zlizeézn?‘i).—Started at 5 a. m., and found the morning cool, with a&:

s

i

. . ; of things:§
fine, fresh breeze blowing. During the night the appearanCVeV > pas sod -}

i i i i lightning.
mised rain, but it ended in clouds and ligh g
t§2011gh the’ town of Blacksburg, a straggling village of some d_ovzee;l
inhabitants. Abont noon we watered the a.nlllt_mta,ls at ’c&xe _Nlief]e:tll;l an(i
i ists i bout thirty yards in leng
which exists here only in one pool of a t rds th e
el in wi the river indicates that at
ht or ten feet in width. The bed of ¢ .
: ii]r%les it must be of considerable magmtudi,h though_ now, with the ex-
ion I have mentioned, entirely dry at the crossing. )
Ce}ﬁltog p. m. we encampéd on Turkey creek, where we found the beslf
water I have seen in Texas. The country we have passed throug

i { i ’s travel,
- i ch more rolling than that of any previous day’s
fxong?;;jl’)ésgg:l:s equally good.a The road has been excellent all day.

| %tton wood and mesquite.
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A detachment of dragoons from Fort Clarke, which has been out on
an Indian scout, passed, and encamped near us.

June 30.—Started at 4.45 a. m., and travelled for the first ten miles
through fine grass to Elm creek, where we found a very little water in
& mud hole.  After leaving Elm creek there was no appearance of
grass, but the road was very fine. ~ At 11 we arrived, hot and dusty,
at the stream of Los Moros, and refreshed ourselves by bathing in the
cool, clear waters of the creek. Encamped within a few hundred yards
of Fort Clarke, where we were most hospitably received and enter-

tained by the officers. Having replenished onr provisions I shall
start again in the morning.

Distance made to-day twenty-five miles.

July 1.—1I left Fort Clarke at 10, having started the wagons and
camels on at 5a. m. We travelled over a very dry and uninteresting
country to the Piedras Puitados, a creek containing some fine pools of
water, and well stocked with fish, where we encamped early, the
animals having had no grass yesterday. Caught a tew fish this
evening. The distance made to-day but seven miles. Our whole
stock of conversation to-day has been of the genial cordiality with
which we were received at Fort Clarke, and the hope we may some

. day have it in our power to return it.

July 2.—Started at 4.30 a. w., and travelled about five miles, when
we stopped to water at a mud hole in the prairie. Three miles further
on we came to the Sycamore creek, and found a fine pool of clear
water, at which a large flock of wild turkeys were quietly drinking.
Our appearance started them quietly on through the brushwood, where
Mr. Thorburn followed them, wounding one, which, however, to our
disappointment, got off. The country begins to assume a more arid
appearauce, though the grass is still plentiful, but dry. On our left
the mountains of Mexico have been in plain view all day, a relief to.
the eye after travelling so long on the level plains and broad plateaus.
over which our road has carried us.

Captain Lee and his wife, who are on their road to his post at Fort.
Davis, joined us to-day, and we encamped together at a water hole of"
the San Felipe. This river, like all others we have heretofore met.
with in Texas, exists at this season, at least, only in holes, sometimes.
miles apart. We found the water, however, sweet, and tolerably cool.
<«The camels. are. doing better to-day, and arrived shortly after the .
Wagons. I am very much encouraged to see how eagerly they seek
th? bushes for food instead of grass, which certainly indicates their
ability to subsist much easier than horses and mules in countries where
forage is scarce. We encamped at 12.30, and caught some fine fish,-

18tance made to-day twenty-four miles.

~ July 3.—Raised camp at 3 a. m., and started at 4. Travelled ten‘

or twelve miles to Devil’s river, a clear, broad, and shallow stream of
Infinite beauty and picturesqueness. The bottom through which

esquenes ! : it runs,
ut a quarter of a mile in width, is filled with a §

ne growth of
) ‘The stream itself is a hundred yards or so
I width, three feet in depth, and the bottom of hard rock., On either
side the banks are steep, and in many places entirely precipitous,

8Ving the appearance of ruins, fortifications, and regnlar mason

H. Ex. Doc. 124——2
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20 WAGON ROAD FROM FORT DEFIANCE

rain having made the ground exceedingly heavy, and in many places
washed out deep holes and gullies. At 8.30 we encamped at the
spring at the head of the river, and shall leave the river this evening
entirely. -

We %ave before us another forty mile stretch without water, and
shall travel as much as possible of it this evening, and if we find no
water in holes on the road, shall make a dry camp, and reach How-
ard’s spring in the morning. )
ols.are rapidly improving ; they are now becoming accus-
e road, and getting over the first soreness occasioned by
the want of use. To-day they travelled quite as fast as we did, and
came into camp nearly at the same time. Encamped this evening at
a water hole in the prairie, after travelling all the afternoon in a
drizzling rain, which made us quite uncomfortable, though, consider-
ing the fact that it gives us water where no other is to be found, we
were willing to submit to the little discomfort of sleeping in damp
clothes upon the wet ground. ) ]

We passed to-day the graves of a party who were killed by Indians
last fall. Distance made twenty-five miles.

July 7.—We started at 4.30 a. m., and travelled twelve miles,
when we encamped for breakfast. Our crossing place was called
Cedar bluffs. The grass is very fine, and water abundant in holes,’
filled by the late rain. 'We were passed on the road this morning by
the monthly El Paso mail, on its way up, by which I received, for-
warded by some of my friends at San Antonio, a box of about two feet
square, for which the moderate charge of twenty dollars was made.
The dangers of this road, however, justified any price for such mat-
ters. Scarcely a mile of it but has its story of Indian murder and
plunder ; in fact, from El Paso to San Antonio is-but one long battle,
ground—a surprise here, robbery of animals there. Every spring and

watering-place has its history or anecdote connected with Indian vio-

lence and bloodshed. The country through which we have travelled
to-day is entirely destitute of timber, except the mesquite bush, which
grows almost everywhere in Texas. The road, though rolling, i
excellent. ) .

July 8.—Up at half past two, and off at daybreak without break-
fast. We travelled eleven miles to Howard’s spring, where we

stopped to breakfast and water the animals. This place seems to§

have been famous for Indian surprises. Near it we passed the grav
of seven who had been killed by the savages, and still nearer, with
a hundred yards or so, the bones of a sergeant and some two or three
dragoons, who were here killed by them. The bodies had, apparently,
been disinterred by animals, and the ghastly remains of the poor fel
lows who had perished there were scattered on the ground. Captaid
Lee (U. 8. army) gave us the history of the fight, which occurred some
months ago.

Howard’s spring is a small hole containing, apparently, about
quarter of a barrel of water, but in reality inexhaustible. It 18
rectly under a bluff of rock in the bed of a dry creek, and to get
the water it is necessary to descend about eight feet by rude steps ¢
in the rock ; the water has to be passed up in buckets, and the anim

8

under difficalties renders

e time.
mg their wounded backs, and to effect this purpose I shall go no

TO THE COLORADO RIVER. 21

watered from them. There is but little grass here, and no timber
but greasewood and mesquite, and not much of that; a few stunted
cedars that grow around the bluff of the spring are neither large
enough for shade or fuel.

The rain has brought the grass forward wonderfully, and with it an
abundance of beautiful flowers, so that the prairie for the last few
days has been filled with perfume and richly colored flowers, which
would have been no disgrace to the most costly hothouse. The whole
of the country is vastly improved by these grateful showers, which
have clothed it everywhere with verdure, and filled the air with
fragrance.

Oflarge game we have seen but little, but turkeys and partridges
abound in great numbers; in fact, the whistle of ‘“Bob White’’ is with
us all the time. :

_Th nels came into camp with us. We find one great trouble,
and the only oue, in managing them, is that we know nothing about
the method of packing them, and have it all to learn. In consequence
of our want of knowledge in this particular, we have several with

Sore_backs, which, however, I am glad to observe, heal much more

rapidly than similar abrasures on the backs of horses or mules. As
soon as we discover one to be getiing sore it is immediately freed of
its burden, and in a day or two is ready for service again. They
seem almost entirely indifferent to the best grass, and to prefer any
kind of bush to it. To-day we find another food they seem particu-
larly to relish, the name of which we do not know. The wild grape

J vine is a great favorite with them, and as it grows plentifully, they

will fare well on it. It seems that they like most the herbs and
boughs of bitter bushgs, which all other animals reject. .The more I
ed in them I.become, and the.more I am |
Their_perfect ty_and patience
“renders the le, and my only regret at
esent is"that I have not double the number.

. After remaining a few hours at Howard’s spring we resumed our
march, and soon regained the plain. At the crest of the hill, as we

conviniced of their usef

came upon the level land again, we found a new made grave, proba-
bly another added to the long list of Indian victims with which the
entire trail is filled.

. We encamped without water on the open prairie ; grass good, but

n(;) 'lsimber whatever.

AhlS evening many of our party have seen Indians, but for me,
h! sinner that I am, I was uot permitted to witness so glorious a

fight.” T encourage the young men, however, in the belief that

T, bushes, &c., which they have mistaken for Indians, are all veri-
ble Comanches, as it makes them watchiul on guard at night.
uly 9.—Raised camp at 3 a. m., and off before daybreak. We
velled fifteen miles and encamped two miles from Fort Lancaster,

:ﬂ Live Oak creek. While at breakfast, some of the officers called -

xllxd“ invited us to the post, of which kindness we shall avail ourselves.
-off before us this morning, and arrived at camp at the
We are busy to-day repairing their saddles and doctor-
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24 WAGON ROAD FROM FORT DEFIANCE

nearest water being forty miles distant. We shall remain here until
two or three in the afternoon, and then travel until dark, and camp
wherever night overtakes us. The camels came into camp about an
hour after us to-day, not having been packed in time to start with us
this morning.

Leon spring was supposed by our guide to be five hundred feet deep;
everybody said so. We exploded this popular fallacy by a very sim-
ple process, to wit, sounding it. We found it deep enough to save it
from any exaggeration, viz., twenty-five feet. We started again at
3 p. m., and travelled until 10 at night, when we encamped on
the prairie. At midnight we were awakened by a stampede of all our
loose animals, which during the night we had close to the wagons,
under a strong guard.” When the stampede first took place I thought
but little of it, knowing the animals would not run far, and that the
guard would soon bring them back ; but presently, mingling with the
sound of the horses’ receding footsteps, we heard in rapid succession
two shots. This was startling, as we were in the midst of the Indian
country, and it became evident that the Indians had run off our horses.
Immediately Iordered all hands called, and taking with me five men,
who were quickly mounted on the team animals always kept hitched
to the wagons, started out in the darkness to the place where the shots
had been fired, and expecting to find some of our horse-guard killed
by the Comanches. We had not gone far, however, before we found
our men and the animals, with the exception of six, and discovered
that the report of fire-arms we had heard was from the accidental dis-
charge of two barrels of a revolver in the hands of one of our Mexi-
cans. Much relieved, and with our animals driven before us, we
returned to camp and to our blankets. The stampede has been of
service in one respect, it has shown who are willing to fight, and who
are not. Some who have been very loud in the desire to see an Indian

skirmish were not as forward last night as I could have desired. The .

grass is excellent, but there is no wood.
‘We have made to-day twenty-eight miles.

July 15.—We raised camp at 3 a. m., and prepared a party to go
and follow the trail of the animals which we failed to recover last .
night. At daylight, however, by the aid of glasses, we discovered

them grazing on the side of the mountain, about four miles off, so that
the party prepared to take their trail was spared the trouble of hunt-
ing them up. We encamped at noon at the Hackberry, a mere mud
hole, but containing sufficient water for our animals, with tolerable
grass, but no timber. Started again at 11, and having watered
on the road at a mud hole, arrived at Barilla spring at about 4.
The water at this place is delicious, especially after the brackish stuff
we have been drinking,

Our camp this evening is a very pleasant one, on the side of a rug- % B

ged mountain, and overlooking a green and pretty valley almost shut A

In by mountains. It isa great relief, after travelling so long over
these monotonous plains to find oneself in the mountains again, and
in the region of cool, clear streams and springs.

Distance made to-day twenty miles.

Grass good, but no wood.

TO THE COLORADO RIVER. 25

July 16.—Raised camp at 4, and travelled all the morning through
a succession of beautiful valleys, and in the midst of the most en-
chantmg scenery. On both sides of the road the mountain rises to a
great height, and is of the most rugged character. On some places
the rock, for‘ml_les, 1s entirely perpendicular for hundreds of yards ix;
height, reminding one very strongly of the palisades along the
Hudsgn; and in others assumes a smooth appearance, but always
beautiful. I followed down a chasm, as it seemed, for half a mile
until the rock narrowed to a width of some twenty yards., Here i
discovered, to my surprise and delight, a spring of pure and cold
water, which found its way through the crevices of the rock, and
after running a short distance sank agaian. ’

Our camp to-day is near the summit of the Wild Rose Pass, and
although the grass is not very good, it is the most pleasant we have
had since leaying Fort Clarke. -

«Lhe camels,drrived nearly as soon as we did. It is a subject of

_constan sx{rprisg and remark to all of us, how their teet can possibly
stand the character of the road we have been travelling over for the

last ten days. It is certainly the hardest road on the feet of bare-
footed animals I have ever known. As for food, they live on anything, °
and thrive. Yesterday they drank water for the first time in Ewent;-
six hours, and although the day had been excessively hot they seemed
to care but little for it. Mark the difference between them and mules ;
the same time, in such weather, without water, would set the latter
wild, and render them nearly useless, it not entirely bresk them
down. —

We started again at 4, and encamped on the Simpia, the stream
which runs through the Wild Rose Pass. This evening our ride has
been very pleasant, and the scenery still more beautiful than this
morning.  Oak trees of small growth covered every inch of the
Wountain not occupied by the solid rock, and the contrast berween
the gigantic, dark brown rocks, covered with red and grey moss, and
the green foliage of the trees, and the still richer green ot the cotton-
woods and willows which fringed the streamlet on whose bed we are
travelling, made a charming character of scenery, and delichted
évery oune in camp. ) °

The road through the pass we found most excellent, and so nearly

evel that it was impossible, without an examination of the matter, to
8ay which way it inclined. 0

We have encamped this evening about four miles from Fort Davis
on the spot where two soldiers from the post and the guide were
killed, and a drumumer boy taken prisoner by the Indians.

The valley is not over a quarter of a mile in width until arrivine
&t our present camp, where it opens to the width of a mile, and the
steep palisaded sides of the mountain fall off and give way to an
Undulating, hilly country, covered everywhere with the finest grass.

Our travelling companions, Captain Lee and his wife, left us here
aud went on to Fort Davis. To-morrow we shall pass half a day at
the potst, and then off again for El Paso. .

Istance made to-day 231 miles. Grass rather o
lerably e made ¢ y 231 ther good, and wood
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28 WAGON ROAD FROM FORT DEFIANCE TO THE COLORADO RIVER, 29

whole town followed.

Id - 1 o avend .
to expedite our do rove up to Franklin this ev enitg, in order

in a hurry to get out of danger, as according to their story they had

B ridden nearly eighty miles since day-break. parture on the following morning.
' July 23.jW§ go{ an early start this morning, and after travelling b izﬁlg fé'c“SPefgﬁhe day at Fort Bliss, where I was kindly received
a short distance crossed an easy divide, and followed down a cafion Zrt ot h?rsix ined with Mr. McGoffin, and attended a pleasant
iy leading directly to the Rio Grande. Very soon we came in sight of g}ulg; (Tholr%) ouse afterwards. At 6 in the evening saddled eur —
| 4 the green cotton-woods, which mark the line of the river; a most Made to-d aurri)and D) and trotted out to camp—ten miles distant.
¢ grateful sight to men who had ;:)tax};elle% go faﬁwit?otlllt sle%einé a p(iege July 28 -—-Syt :r tggt :;fgolie:g miles. 1 led , 1 .
i . valley of the Rio Grandeis o € nrise, and travelled twelve mi
of wood larger than a mesquite bus i y road following the river to Willow bar. We found the roade%e:;l;

here about twenty to twenty-fivemilesin width, from mountain to moun-
tain, and certainly has no very prepossessing appearance ; the mountains

: on the American side, like those on the Mexican, are destitute of
it timber, and offer to the eye nought but gloomy masses of rock, where

ne%rly all t}cie way from recent rains.
ncamped opposite the mountain, about nine miles distant, i
D ! in
ﬁhxcél 18 situated a val.ua.ble silver n’line, belonging, I believe, 1’:0 a
r. Stephenson, who lives near El Paso. It is said the mine is yield-

j the very spirit of desolation seems to reign. Only the clear fresh : ! :
i L green ofy t}ge cotton-woods in the river bot%om creates a point for the ;gﬁlaglnil})lléngant fortune to its pr oprietor. It is situated in a moun-
i eye to rest upon with pleasure; speaking to us, as it did, of a fine The era, I;le“can side of the river, and apparently of easy access.
fhe stream in which we would bathe our weary limbs ; but, like all other ver lgn tss g toufr camp, and also throughout the entire valley, is
anticipations of pleasure, this, too, faded on a nearer approach. We megqgi o ay;; A :;lt;;) a P00§ quality. Of wood there is abundance of
found the river after groping some distance through a dense under- merous herds f? hon-woof , but no other. We have passed to-day nu-
growth of weeds, briars and willows, a muddy stream about a hundred wool is coarseoa Sd i%P: of the small kind common to this country. The
yards wide; but with such a deposit of mud and quick-sand that even ing in and in 1 lle a!almal, from the pernicious practice of breed-
our thirsty mules were obliged fifol go }llgalf }? mile below, before we could States. - » Small and every way inferior to those of the eastern
take them to water. ’ (
find & place where wo cow'd safely July 29.—Started by star-light, and travelled about nine miles,

. S : X - © " when we encamped at'a hole of ; -
remaining packs to be taken from the camels, in order that their backs w p & hole of water, about a mile from Fort Fill-
| migl:ft ha;epa. chance to recover, where "’”é’irwﬁ"ad become chafed 1}y bag 1‘3353 :ggnofaeg?gsge%?;ﬂ?Z’?{ilh(f orf}:f}x;ich(irass indifferent ; mesquite

}gipackmg. Ifind they have suffered less than the same numbeIr of pac fond, the fornia or screw-bean. This bugh Wb Lam : e particularly

%n}ules would have done on a journey of the same distance. Iam C(}n-‘ about an inch and a half in length. in the £ ea.r? a {ruit in bunches,
vinced that a better a.nd hghter sadd}e could be easily arranged qt ; nutritious, and is somebimes us egd t:) n ke O,rmloba. screw. I_t: is very
them, and shall submit my ideas on this matter fully hereafter. This Mexicans. The camels seom £y ke 1 %het}lx)ml()) a by both Indians and
morning we made twelveand a quarter m}les ;. wood a:bundant (cotton than any other wo have mot o ith 2 E e 1farg:hes and fruit better
and willow) and grass enqugh, but of an inferior quality. We t;ravel-‘ ered with sharp thorns, larger i i 0‘ougth the branches‘ are cov-
led up the valley of the Rio Grande fourteen miles, and encampeg :ﬁ()n | on the rose bush, the camel gseizes them ni;efl' an t%}}llose deh‘Ch grow
the night. Here I took Mr. Bell and Sandy,. and_ ﬁccompa.née ty b limb through hi s’ teeth, rapidly stripping off é}sl llllou andcll)r{zws the
D‘Ir. Ford, who had travelled from Fort, Davis with %s, wer;l on to eating both greedily. ,Soxhetimes thg Eite oﬁ'% eave}z}s anf riars and
San Elizario. ‘We travelled _untll 2 o’clock at nig t:1 1w.dexé we e size and eat them leisurely, wi l?;x % :agc e: 0 qonsxder?,-
stripped off our sad@les, ate a little bread and cl}eese, and laid down ° strength of jaw and teoth scems &n PF nt great ease., Their
to sleep.  After resting two hours, we started again, drowsily saddling in proportion to their size wh commgn y great, greater even than
our mules in the dim twilight qf coming dawn, betook ourselves again his evening was passed feI; scaoxfélparet I}wth other bl:utes.
with many a yawn to our journey. We travelled on until 11 of the post, B Vo aamsed g)d asa mYI a : ort I(Blhss with the officers
when we overtook a Mexican train, which gave us breakfast on green ' stopped the train long enog o utliesf e{;onf .the fort, and only
peppers and coffee, after which we started once more, and at noon fort is pleasantly sitaated f% verlc?okinrclr :hracq or our animals. The
reached San Elizario, hungry and tired. We had ridden, almost Ying on either side  The wroned oo e river and meadow land
without intermission, a distance of ninety-five miles, and had been in which is built on the sand hﬂgl oun 1 Tises considerably at the post,
the saddle, well nigh constantly, for thirty-six hours. i 1 approach. At sandown. we iz) (?:ong;ves 1t a pretty appearance on

:;ugy g%.—g?lpasssed t%(i.day. pleasantly at the house of Mr. Ford. tain Myers, Major Morris,, and my old ffr’igi‘gpézgi(;l:%;;ed tz{y Cap-
uly 25.—Still at San Elizario. - ! ; . > g wood.

Jul; 26.—Our train arrived this morning, and the whole Mexican bla;];:tl:ig dsilslt;gh%y al‘mlost all night; but not enough to wet our

1 N population, which, since our getting in, bad been in a perfectly fever- - July 30 _“Wur 0u1ds ‘fp- X

; 1sh state of excitement in relation to the camels, had their curiosity Where w .xh'b'i }ziasse/ Qg;gh the towns of Cruces and Dofia Ana,

gratified. The street was crowded, and when we went on to camp the_ texibited the'camels)

E Yesterday our corn being nearly exhausted, I ordered all of the

0 g 1sito the wondering gaze of the population. «
“ravelled about eighteen and a half miles, and champed 0}[)1 fhe river, -
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32 WAGON ROAD FROM FORT DEFIANCE

at camp. The river bottom, to which we occasionally descended and
travelled upon, was filled with corn fields, and tolerably well cultiva-
ted after the Mexican fashion, almost the entire day’s travel. Herds
of sheep, goats, and cattle, sheltered from the scorching sun under the
cotton-woods, or standing belly deep in the river, added the grace of
pastoral life to the beauty of the landscape.

We passed several towns, and found the fame of the camels had
preceded us. At the first, I was taken for the head showman. - A crowd
soon gathered around us, and a slouchy looking ruffian, acting as in-~
terpreter, we had quite an amusing time. Looking at my ambulance,
which the taste of the builder had painted a bright red, he commenced:

¢Dis show wagon, no?”’

1 replied, ¢“yes.”

« Ah, ha! You be dee showmans, no?”’

¢ Yes, sir.””

¢« What you gottee more on camelos? Gottee any dogs?””’

+¢ Yes, monkeys too, and more.”’

¢ ‘Whattee more?”’

¢t Horse more.”’

¢ Whattee can do horse?’

¢ Stand on his head, and drink a glass of wine.”

¢ Valgame Dios! What a people these are to have a horse stand
on his head, and drink a glass of wine.””  And we left our friend ex-
plaining to his audience what had passed, and filled with admiration
for the nation, one of whose humblest individuals possessed a horse
capable of standing on his head and drinking wine.

August 10.— ALBUQUERQUE.—Returned from Santa Fé, having ar-
ranged all my business with the commanding officer of the deparment.
As we were engaging rooms at a wretched fonda, on our arrival here,
I was met by Major Rucker, of the army, whom I had known in Cali-
fornia years ago. The major kindly offered Thorburn and myself
rooms at his house, which we gladly accepted. Business kept me

2

here to-day pretty busy, though I mevertheless enjoyed highly the
change from the rongh fare of camp to the well supplied table of our

kind host. o
August 11.—Still in Albuquerque.’

.

August 12.—Started my train on, it being necessary for me to re-
main until the arrival of the express from Santa Fé. I was anxious,”
moreover, to get the men out of town as soon as possible, as the fan-

‘ dangos and other pleasures had rendered them rather troublesome."

I of boot to several, especially to my Turks and Greeks, with the camels
. The former had mﬁ”ﬁ%ﬁlﬂ‘éfﬁﬁ“ “in the positive prohibitions of th
prophet, a sufficient reason for temperance, but was as drunk as an
Christian in the train, and would have remained behind, but for a style
of reason much rescrted to by the head of his church, as well as others

wagon spoke, aimed tolerably Aigh.

This morning I was obliged to administer a copious supply of the oil §

in making converts, <. e., a broken head. Billy Considine says he ha8
seen a cut glass decanter do good service, when aimed low, but %
move a stubborn half-drunkep_Turk give me a good tough piece 0

. e

B oS T T

TO THE COLORADO RIVER. 33

August 15.—To my deli i i
day, at 2 o clock, We)goi L{c%h.t the express arrived last night, and tof

A.fter travellino some tw .
el .
‘beyond the Pl]ercoo. ve miles or so we encamped on a pla,ln

hagf[gtvngfais‘éow’grg;%ii r:z.)l.l day, and overtook the train at the little
We arrived about sundown, and no one can imagine the pleasant
thing it was to us to get back to our flannel shirtg, big bogts and
greasy buckskins once more. It was home to us. ’
Wéiz;géts: lT.i—ltVVe moved a few miles up the valley and encamped.
Ve are ra,veIz ing very slowly, awaiting the arrival of Col. Loring,
from L)ef(i)m am\%(r) receive my escort, and who is now on his way to
I ance. ¢ are all very impatient, as our work is now about
tocommence ; and whatever fortune is before us, we are anxious to meet
it, and have done with all suspense in regard to it. I trustto be in
California in sixty days after we once getastarted.

y We find this valley, cultivated by the Indians, in far better condi-
10n, as fa:r as crops and prospects are concerned, than any part of
Nec{v B{lexwo we have yet seen. They seem to have plenty of corn
2§ig I:‘{) Oe;:f;, and are, altogether, quite as well off as their Mexican

ofﬁigu(}sél}f:—MOWd camp this morning a few miles up the stream
Having nothing to do but await impatiently the arrival of Col .
Loring, we only move camp to get bet%er gras{;‘ The little va?l(i:;fng}f
the Gallo presents a most singular appearance. Directly down the
centre, and rising to a height of some twelve feet, a stream of lava
has flowed, and apparently ceased somewhere near our camp of yester-
day. This fiery torrent seems to have been nearly a quarter of a mile
In width, and looks as if a troubled ocean of molten iron had suddenl
cooled. The whole valley is so completely filled with the solid lava
83 to leave only here and there a narrow belt of meadow ; but this is
knee deep with the finest and greenest grass, and almost hidden b
1, and winding its way through it is the clear, sparkling brook of the
Gallo. The stream is quite narrow, in fact no where over six feet in
width, but the water clear as crystal and very cool. It is quite deep
Mlng ln many places breast high. The contrast with the rough,
ack, honey-combed rock, which extends as far up the valley as the
€ye can reach, and the sott velvet green of the little fringe of meadow
18 very pleasant, not only to ourselves but to our poor mules, to whom
0}11‘ present short camps seem particularly delightful, On each side
‘f)r the valley the mountains rise abruptly, and on the left, directly in
Jont, is a palisaded mesa of very considerable height. The term mesa

18 3 Mexican word, signifying table; but out here it is used in reference

iglou.mtams. As an Er}glis}} word, when 8o used, it means a moun-
with a flat top, and in this region nearly all are so; in fact, it is

a . . A
3R exception to see one otherwise. A sprinkle of rain this evening.

’ or the p’lst ten we have had more or 1 1
) h €838 I‘a.ln, and at tlmeS

- August 19.—Still in camp, waiting for Colonel Loring. To-day we

Bade a seine of gunny bags, and caught a large quantity of fish; they
H. Ex. Doc. 124 3
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~ over a beautiful country, where coal seemned everywhere abundant, we

36 WAGON ROAD FROM FORT DEFIANCE

during the winter, and until the first of Junme. It is nearly all
gramma, "

August 24.—Started about 7 and travelled nearly eighteen miles,
when we encamped on the Puaco, a deep gulley, in which we
found water. We are now on the western slope of the Rocky moun-
tains, and the waters from this point all reach the Pacific. Our ascent
has been so gradual that no one would have supposed, from the char-
acter of the road, we were ascending at all, much less that we were
approaching the summit of a most formidable range of mountains.
Not even a hill of any size has obstructed the passage of our wagon,
and our mules are as fresh after their day’s work as though we had
been travelling on the great plains. The country through which we
are passing is all well timbered with pine and cedar. This evening
we found a vein of coal quite near the road where it crosses the Pecos.
Tt seemed to us of excellent quality, and was about two feet in width.
Tt cropped out in two places, and seemed equally large at both. We
brought off specimens of it, which we kicked up with our boots from
the surface. 1 subsequently learned that coal in large quantities ex-
isted near Fort Defiance and was used at the government shops by the
blacksmiths, and found of excellent quality.

Thorburn and I tried our strength this evening in overthrowing
a huge rock, which was so perfectly balanced on another that it re-
sembled the rocking stone of the Druids. A very slight exertion
caused it to oscillate backwards and forwards like a cradle, though I
am sure all of our party could not have lifted half of it. ~After great
exertion, and prizing it with a pine log, we at last overcame its bal-
ance and sent the huge mass crashing to the foot of the cliff. This
afternoon we came on about ten miles, and finding good grass, wood
and water, encamped.

We are now about twenty miles from Fort Defiance, and shall
breakfast there to-morrow. Since leaving Albuquerque the weather
has been delightfully cool, and at night one finds a pair of blankets
hardly enough to keep him comfortable. ,

Last night the dew was very heavy, amounting almost to rain.
This evening mosquitoes are very abundant; but, as the sun goes down,
the night is too cold for them to trouble us at all. ;

August 25.—Started about 6, and after travelling for some hours

met Captain Carlisle, who was on his way in the ambulance to meet
Colonel Loring. As we stood in the warm sun of August, it was most
refreshing to see the captain’s servant throw off the folds of a blanket §
from a tub in the bottom of the wagon, and expose several large and
glistening blocks of ice, while at the same time the captain produced
a delicate flask of ““red eye.”” In ten miles more we reached th
post, and were most hospitably received by the officers. Thorbur
and myself accepted the invitation of Dr. Irving to live at his house
and are indebted to him for a great deal of hospitality. :

August 26.—Rose early, and, with Thorburn and the doctor, too
along walk.

This post is situated at the mouth of a cleft in the mountain, by whic
the very backboue of the mountain seems to have been cloven dow

TO THE COLORADO RIVER. 87

;G;r)i tt}llle; t;levejjlw of the plain ; nothin.g I have ever seen hitherto compares
o mil;as ) aancy'la great mountain range running in an unbroken line
for © nd miles, and here rent asunder, so that a road perfectly
evel passes directly through what would otherwise present an im-
passabl(f_ barrier, and the_rock rising in a solid mass, five hundred feet
pqa}');ﬁn wduIar, on each side. This cleft is about a hundred yards in
wi and about thrge miles in length. Through the centre trickles
a ;_cai;)ty stream, which serves to water the gardens of the garrison
Evoulq hgre all gl.a_de in the cafion, and which seem to be in a most
fic tg’s ing condition, especially the potatoes. This vegetable is found
in il ulg }Zlgﬁmty growing wild. Our walk this morning was constantly
rough 9; grrja[‘r;ﬁest scenery, and fully repaid us for rising so early,
| yf Zl.—1nls morning, everything being in readiness, we take
leave of our kind and hospitable friends ‘and start upon our journey
into the wilderness. No one who has not commanded an expedition
of this kind, where every_thing ahead is dim, uncertain, and unknown
e})lz_cept the dangers, can imagine the anxiety with which I start upor;
this journey. Not only responsible for the lives of my men, but my
:ﬁput?.tﬁon and the highest wrought expectations of my friends, and
he still more highly wrought expectations ot envious enemies—all
these dependent on the next sixty days’ good or evil fortune. To-day
commences it. Let us see what I shall say in this journal, if I live
to say anything, on the day of my return here. Left the ’post at 2
p-m.,and travelling over a very pleasant rolling country, reached cam
twenty-two miles from the Fork, at a spring called the Collito. On
;ggtwa%rj }Ke pf;ssed thtehsprixlnc;g called Amarillo, seven miles from the
. water was the ¢ ifici
D o vater wap th oldest I have ever tasted where no artificial
v (ﬁtl;‘ c;tllll;lc;irﬁgto-mght the grass is not good, though wood is plenty—
August 28.-—Raised camp et 5 and travelled until 9 ;
rolling and heavily timberfd nearly all the way W?t}lll pgir;e Cmﬁlot;g
excellent, but water not to be found. Grass very good in many. places
I stopped to rest the men on the Puerco, (the fifth river we have seen
of that name,) but found no water in the river. We remained at the
tI;uerco two hours, when we took up our march for this place. Course
h.iday, and yesterday southerly. We found two steep but not high
ills on the road this evening, but nothing to make double teamin
Decessary. Fine timber everywhere—cedar and pine. The road ha%
{un, since leaving the spring near the fort, almost entirely through
evel cafions of sandstone sides, and on the left hand very abrugt
:}llld high. The attrition of water has worn them in many places ingo
th? most curious and fantastic shapes. Thorburn took a sketch of one -
. &s morning, which resembled, on a gigantic scale, an Italian road-
e shrine. To-day our journey has been twenty-six miles—course

“8Southerly. -

We encam Y
ped
s andl "?t the Posos, (wells,) a grassy vega of about one
o sixty acres, where the water and grass are good and
n&‘ her %bundant—-cedar and pine. °
. Lhorburn and I have passed t ing i i ini
¢ vorbur have, % he evening in anxiously examining
: Y gre notes of Aubrey, who passed somewhere near where




Lus ‘uo xoyany STIN] ¥ ‘19jBAL OU ¢
1 puno; juq ‘ooyong oY} I8 poslue
g 98 pue ‘9 98 Jo ‘'w ‘e §§ 9e dn j09—'¢ ‘o dwoy— G
-meo] £puss 8 ‘(108 ; D enss oy 0= T woquaday
PoosossoIS U} 19Y30 ou st aioyy dwed SIY} 3V IS[[RsRIF A1
~-ny Lue 10j 9PINS P00 ¥ °q PO 31 18U Suiso018 §9019 [[Joomz'mug;

oy, JURISIP SP[IM X18 Jn0qe oq 3snW 31 898[d S1Y] WOLY 3T 1ISIA g0u.

pip T ‘podmeous om uoya Yiep sea 31 §® Inq - SNOLIND L3194 Buteq se

Pequaosep oY YOIfM ‘UA0) UBIPU] jUBOUB TU® JO SUINI Y3 10 P :
! ! ! ! 1utod
‘gerpuy o[qong ® ‘oping Juo ‘yewa A[IvOu Suliedq puw ‘4J9] m% oL

. ‘soji waazauiu ‘Souinol s,Lep ouo 10} ‘Suryem
ST UWoAds A[iBOU SuUTUAA® 8I(3 SPBW 9ABY OM -Surdwen s10p
-aq jsnf 91 Jongs ea Furussd SIyJ, ‘oW Yy 3O 180T UOIJORITP 831 u{
pef[easl) aA®Y puw ‘reea s a1ddigp ‘Appounsipur ‘seany 3% ‘uods sfyeri.
oM uny Suises] souly ‘xojem pus ssedS poo8 punor om olsym
Suiads ofeaeyN je poslire ‘sserd BwWmBIS 3s°UY 90U} YA PAIdA0)

‘orrrerd Sui(o1 ® 1020 esmoo L[193s0m ¢ Suimoyioj pue ‘w ‘d og'g”
. 9% I[PM S5.qooep gger]  -sedoejue jo pueq Uy ® SulUIOW SIyy

MBE 9AN ‘suoSes oy} pulysq S0UBSIP 3I0US B SUIMIOW ST

. ! ! 1g3 dues-
ojur emeo puw ‘[[om L1oa Suope 398 (‘yoss _spunod (gl juoqe) ‘runz
18 w100 yja L[aeey peyoed J yorgm ‘sfowredan() 98y L10a punoy
PU® poyIy T qorga Jo v ‘1803 poSurm-enif{ 631y} [[es oYyj Ul punoy I
JULISI OITI © JO 1o31enb ® 18 s1epeo [rews jo Lyueld exe aiey} ySnoyy
poOmosEOIS UEY3 POOA IAYJ0 OU SI 9I0Y} [[dm Y} punoie Aejerp
-owm] UAOP Lqrenpead Surpurs ‘sepis snojidioead Ljiwou oy SM0]
-10] YoTyas ‘[rer} auo £q ojqlssaoor L[uo sI 3] ‘YSY jo Ieqmnu e ojnb

oI® 31 UI pu® ‘ysIyorIq A[PI] ® YSnoys ‘e3se; oYy 03 o[qesLLIE S1 Iojem

oY, 'S1®ped pue SMO[[Is [[BUIS M3} ® puw soysni moid [ood
Jo se8po ayp punory  -sanjoid oy paqa[dgloo ‘GOI}IS.IGJI'HHO.I{OIHI sps;:}z
Lyx18 9noqe pue ‘gydep 18018 L104 A[jusredde jo uiseq @ s1eyM ‘wo3joq
oy 0} Lpmeu Ljdesys £Lioa edoys o[oy siyy jo 'sopls ey, ‘3ucosep
zemmorpuadiad jsomye ul spaed paipuny e pue 30910} WNOIID U O[I B
Jo .laq.u:n'b ® Jn0Q®e JO 9107 BRI A1309515d ® Jo Juliq oy 03 A[ueppus
gowmoo ‘ure(d [94] ® UO [1813 07} SUINO|[Of “IO[[oARI} OTJ, ‘GIIA JOU
04 aawy om pury oYy jo 00w[d [njIdpuUOM $s0ta 9y L[popIoap sl ST
81
& POALLIE 0M UL ‘ST 8ATOM} 10} ssBIS M paJaAooI‘Ipﬁ%[Se;(xlﬁ?e’ig
Suye[npun 1040 passed am ‘TOI3021IP £pre3s94 pue punoid pood ano
.‘%u;daa}[ pue ‘Ajjeuolerp siq3 Sulssor) S[[IY mo[ £q pepunoq pue
TIPIA UL SO[IW X18 10 A7 A[qeqoid sem Popuedsop om yorys 0j3ul Loy
-eA oY, 199 paspuny 81y} jnoqe sem ‘£3([BA 8y} JO [049] oYy 1840
puel-e1q®} oys jo 1ySiey Je[norpuadiad oYy, Suryoo] uByj 10Yy3o ‘1049
-yer 4 0[quo1} £u® JNOYILA PIPUSSIP SUOSBA INO SIYY pue ‘deals sem
spaef £1jg jnoqe L[uo ' 389] paIpuny saIyy jo ouRysIp B 10§ A|ueppns
peddip eraread oy eloya ‘puUB[-8[qE) [948] © 1040 S9[1WI ANOJ POY[PABI}
SA  °J00[0,0 ¢ jB go puw § 3¢ dn—'g oy dun))—T1 oquoidag
-£1840 91 j0 £3uepd pue ‘ourd pue 1epad ‘poom Poo3 sBY ‘&'ep~o;8;)aaq";
-ARI] 9ABY oM [OIYm Ieao ‘elirerd Suifjor ySiy oyy, -Iejea qnoqqgn
nq ‘sselS poo3 uo pedmeoud am § 3V pmmeld B seM 4] pouIBm
-21 9[331] I0Q [13UD 31 PO[[2ALIYS PEY 3YSnoip oy jnq ‘A1yenb poo3
Jo eroym£1ea0 sem sseid oyJ, -possed am oIy jo omy ‘ée[oq 193eM
808N 9Y) J% 1aj8s OU SBM 019U} JBY3 UlBl B[3}I[ OF WdSQ SBY AIayy],

68 “ITATY OAVIOTOD UHI OL

"Juspunqe st 18pad S[IU & UIYIIA J0q ‘Saysng

“g1 “A3rpenb 980Uy oYy JO 91ES
‘sromsue s,9ddIg A ‘S3UN000E UISPOT si0W 10
" .010{) 998 ‘05% SATINJUID BIIM £oy w8 ‘oydoad eseyy JO JUN0DOE UB 107

- £1yunoo Suryo1 & 10a0 Lpyuesea[d L1904 Suiueas 9} UL 9

' qun pa|[eArI} puB ‘Joopo,0 1 8 JO 0D—'1 N dwuny—18 snbnp

. 31 Sar[eys
ySwuplm [qun pus fep || emM TWeW OYJ, "WI0D 10 suBIpuy
|3 Yiia dpely ® SurSuewre up Juruiou oYy quads 8 p\—"08 Ny
“SO[ITN US9YAUIN LBp-0} opew S0UBISI(T
-goeld o}

; ;6 SO[ITH AT UITHIA Sury3ed [1yun ‘guepuUnqe PEO 97Y U0 POOM ayj pue
§| “poo3 st sseid oY,
‘gryy dweo

-aI0Y [BALLIE INO [IJUN I2jEM OU PBY 34 Suruoux
‘§o[Im 9AT UBY} UMO} I} I8180U POOA OU
oy UT suerpu] oy} £q 919y 183U PuUNOY
-Surjsereyut £104 ST pue ‘osodand L1eas
-uowyipadxe §,0pBU

Suiaws] WPYY
§1 910U, ‘eouepuUnQE 15938915

*g2 03 JGUN SO ‘xood

" pgmb o10m OS[® SUO[AW BY, ‘UOSES SIYY 1% omoy 0} ‘Aouwj ul ‘JoBq SN

L1100 03 sea TOIYM JO j00fe L[uo oY} ‘soqowad JUBIOPIPUT M0} B A1
pUNO} 9A  "JNO POLLIBO U83G 30U §TY 3 pue ‘pIp I 8 308} 8} oyeraxd
-de j0u pIp JUeTUIBA0S 83 INq ¢ gLuI0jITB() UL SUOISSIUL P[0 JO wojsks A
oTIeS 0y} USI[(BIS? 0} 10ABIPUS 03 S PONPUL q08] 1Y} JO eSpa[mony  *
Vv -eAlsuepoul pue jornb exe Loyp ‘opoqe peXy B dA®Y OUM suBIp
-uf [l oYl ‘winged ul Lue weyy Suiald jnoyia “mo1S1el o10YIBD
oy 10y pey Aoy goadser oy |[6 WY} YIIM poLo}sap oABY 03 SWAAS
suBipu] osoyj YIla (SI9pei}) OSIN00IRIUL oNgAL  "10LT Ul £pogaumos
oSy £q pajured sea 31 48Y) JU0 SPEE O JSnp pu® pnuw aYy Jo Sulq
-qni gonuw 18}y  ouop Aymyynesy £104 oIoM TOIYM ‘191100 Y983 UL
sSuyured wor[[epsw [[BWS INCY JO £ymeaq oY} WOL} TOIJTUSYE IN0 POJOBn
-ye Iej[e oy} 10A0 oinjold ® guq {suInL Ul ST [oInyo jmsep Po YL
“y10M POYIUSIPUN YOUS 38 BYIRABIH ouiSemy °SSUL00I8 Sumpiuy Uawr
oy 90s 0 Juisnwme opnb sea 37 "spusy 10 T3IA §T SULYONO] JNOTHIA
‘reyem Jo joyouq [0y ® Julureyuod vl uUeyyiwd UT TYIM ‘I10ppE] ® £q
esnoy ® jo A10}8 PUODSS OY3 03 PUAISE AUO Mes ] "§90130U WIDTINOS
Ino ueyy SpeEY I1973 TO STUIY) Surireo ye j10dx0 0I0TI 318 smenbg
oq], -poproy-o[quop ‘Ayrjenb oug £1oa @ jo ‘48 JO I9OD AHLL
® osIel SUBIPU] 9YJ, 'S943 onjq pue ‘rey ejIya ‘SULYS I Lroa YA
‘sontq[y Luewmn 0197 me§ ok q81u 98 du UeALIp sleme 018 YOIUA
‘sesi0 pue ‘sesse ‘deays 10j 8[B100 07} I8 tamoy oy Surparoud £fepld
-woo pue ‘eseyy JO OpISU] puux Jo JIEA B £q popunozms ST [oIys
‘o1enbs 109] £31173} 1940 Lpor1’ wepied o3} U SBY Aqruney 10 9800Y qoey
-sowrmns ut Suidesys 10y pesn eoe[d eyj ST pus ‘yuads sInoy 91pt oYY
‘ouop s1 Su1fooo oY} [[B 810K -j1ed 18730 Lue weyj Pasn S10UL 81 joox %
ayj pue ‘s1oppe| £4q popuedse ole ‘yoop punois 9Yj UO SI00P oAy I8 |
£jaesu ySnoyyre ‘sesnoy oyl ¢ §Tnos puersNOy) 04 JNOQE JO voyyerndod
% sureyuoo oovd SIYJ, UM} 9Uj popunolms fpyueredde pue ‘SapIs

[[® ©o jmo peeids JUSIXO 9[qEIOPISUOD £10A JO SP[PGUI0d ‘payorordde | .

om sy 'sL®[ 1Uny 9YY JO Paq £L1p oy gorys 7 Sno1y} ‘opLa SOITW AL
noqe £o[[eA ® JO S[PPITL 9Y3 UL 8DUSUIID o[3ues ® U0 3Ing St 3 ¢q00d.
-se snorand jo ojqend werpup plo we “Tunz e’ ATy —" 6 Jsniny

' -mayg Lq Suiyjou ygoad Tieys om
‘ssoutop[ia Y3 jo sdew qoojredmt

1e0 T gey) onSea 08 aI8 Y3j0q Inq S T oty a6
-0 1

£104 oY) Y3IA 31 O[IOUO00AI 0} PIBY POLY} S4BT D M

FONVIAEA 1904 WOHd avod NODVYM 8¢




40 WAGON ROAD FROM FORT DEFIANCE

a quarter of a mile, found a little rain water in a fork of the Puerco
coming from the northwest. The Puerco hasa few cottonwood trees
on its banks, and at a short distance on the hill-sides, scattering
cedars of stinted growth. At 11 we came to the dry bed of the
Rio de la Xara, after travelling from our last camp nine miles, over
a rolling country, very easy everywhere for our wagons. At the
crossing we dug, but found no water ; following down the dry bed of
the stream for two miles, on the right hand side, is a mass of sand-
stone rock of considerable size, say half an acre ; from this, two hun-
dred yards down, on the left, is more rock, two of which overhang
the verge of the bank. Under these, by digging a few inches, we
found water sufficient for all our animals, of which we have a hun-
dred and twenty. There is no timber here other than greasewood
bushes. The soil is light red clay and sand mixed.

Since leaving Zufii, the weather has been delightfully cool and
pleasant for travelling, and grass good.

* Encamped on the Carisso, which is thirteen and a half miles dis-
tant from Navajo spring, our last camp. Travelled six miles to the
westward, and encamped on a high table-land near the Xara. Grass
abundant, but no wood. The country to the northwest is much
broken, and very rugged ; Sierra Blanca is within sight to the south-
ward, and Moquis to the northwest, The road came up to the banks
of the Xara, which we found exceedingly steep, and the whole
valley intersected in all directions by ravines, and red clay, mixed
with brown sandstone, arroyos, and gullies. Passing a narrow
neck of land between the Xara and some very rough country to-
wards the east, we reached a high table-land, covered with beautiful
grass, where we encamped ; no wood. We found, on the left of our
trail, on the table-land, a huge petrifaction, apparently a large tree
of probably three feet in diameter.

September 3—Camp No. 4.—Got up this morning at 4, and off
at 53. '

It rained on us from the time of our camping last evening until our
arrival at this place, Rio de la Xara.

We plodded along this morning through a cold hard rain for a
distance of six and a half miles, descending gradually the high table-
land on which we had encamped last night. On arriving at the
banks of this river, we found no difficulty in getting down without
locking a wheel. The country to the west and north, like that of
yesterday, was broken and rocky; to the south and east it has
softened into a hilly country. Descending in the bed of the stream, -
the waters of which were discolored and muddy, about a quarter of &
mile we found a ravine opening into it, in which was clear water
among some cottonwood and much undergrowth, indicating a spring
As one enters this ravine on theé right hand side, and nearly opposite
the cottonwoods, is a rock thirty feet in height, a part of the brown_
sandstone cliff, forming the sides of the ravine; and nearly at its,
base, protruding through the solid rock, and completely surrounde
by it, is the butt end ot a large petrified tree, the diameter of whic
is almost three feet ; before reaching this, is a detached rock of th

same character, through which runs another petrified tree.
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At 9, we-encamped here for breakfast, the grass beine oo
wood sufficient. Our course t)>-day has been sguthwest b; s%u(ég.and
Left the Xara at 12, and crossing a low ridge, entered the broad
valley of the Pecos. At this point, the valley is about five miles in
width, and bounded by low hills on either side. Three or four miles
g,f'(c)‘ex: leaving the Xara, we crossed two sandy beds of streams empty-
ig?n;rn:s?eg}tlzﬁ élie.:cos ; but which, I presume, carry no water, excepting in
As we opened the valley, we could see at a considerable distance i
point of junction with that of the Little Colorado. Travellinon((i:?);r?
1t; 15 seen on the left, rising beyond the low hills which bound the
valley, the single peak of a mountain, sugar loaf in shape, and look-
ing blue in the distance. Itis the most prominent landmark in sight
To the southwest are two conical buttes, which are near the Little
Colorado._ The soil this evening has been of the same character ag
that previously noticed—light, sandy loam. There is no wood on the
'wi‘al,]l(laegx,‘o?ln(}i but Eow and t}klleu a cotton-wood on the banks of the river
nd 1s strewn with piece i :
ag'i‘fi;as ou c}?nstantly b Pieces of petrified wood, and very pretty
he weather is still unsettled, and the chances are in £ :
passing another night in the rain, with wet blankets tﬁ %(Zgirnovf;i?‘,ﬁr
It is very cool, and more like our November in the latitude of Vir-
glmta,‘th(im September. Our course to-day has been a little south of
;vlzsn t’iguul . the distance made, fourteen miles. Grass good, and water
September 4—Camp No. 5.—We were off this morning .
The pulling was very heavy, owing to the rain of yester{(iaay‘rta.?lc&lL 'l:;:‘,»
night. Nearly all night it rained on us, and sometimes heavily ; but
th%mornmdg broke bright and clear. T
ur road was made this morning down the bank
towards its junction with the Little Colorado. About lglir()ei gﬁe??‘fgg)"
our camp, we came to a shallow lake, near the river, where it seemed
as though the water might be permanent. The soil is still the same
sand and clay mixed, though clay predominates. Sprinkled over it we-
tound many beautiful stones of various hues and colors, some of which
We preserved. Finding the road bad, from the soft cilaracter of the
8oil, we crossed the river for better travelling ; but soon after recrossed
1t where a point of sandstone rock comes down to the banks, and uite
Dear the junction of the two rivers. The Pecos, where we ’crossgd it
tontained six inches of water in depth, and about twenty feet in
:;llgtch‘tt Turning the angle of the point of rocks, we came in sight of"
hu&]‘;ﬁe é)t;’-aw;gzti trees of the Rio Colorado, at a distance of three or four
ie river comes in from the southeast. It was i
8hallow stream, some one hundred yards or so from b:n(l]:lstgogggii' af)?l(ii:
€ water not wide{' th'an as many feet, and not over a foot in de’pth .
in t}?e galley of this river is three miles across, and grass plentifui-
aby 3 ottoms, as well as on the hills, which are quite low. Thereis
rel Bdance of large cotton-wood trees in the bottom, which resembles.
invy Jnearly the bottom of the Rio Grande. The weather this morn-
S 18 qu'.e warm, giving us a fine chance to dry our blankets; and
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i i this noble
| thi jent and enduring and so little troublesome as
;}zlxlirrlngalso P’;{Illee; pigk‘ their hegavy load of corn, of which they mnever
| taste a grain; put up with any food offered them w1tboutfcoal-
plaint a.xgld are always up with the wagons, and, withal, so perfectly
H

i iration of the whole camp. ~ Af
i d quiet that they are the admiration o
(sitoa(.:;l?naénthgre were many, a large majority of the men, who scouted

the idea of their going with us, even as far as Fort Davis ; but at this

Yime there is not 2 man in camp who is not delighted with them.

' left Camp Verde with
better to-day than they were when we :
gxhe?g 'a;:peiially sincz our men have learned, by experience, the best
) e
king them. )
}P‘%‘%D{ﬁ?ma& this morning five miles an(ii a hacl)f. "l;%lle vail(igyf ﬁ)é'
i i i i either side ¢
iver bottom here is about six miles wide. On t
gilels: gi?l‘)e gradually to the meadow land of the bottom, and, asce{ndl.x;igl
them, extensive plains spread out for great distauces, all covered wi
3
ﬁnz gs;)aiii' of the Mogollon mountains and a large blue ridge are seen
d of us, but at a great distance.
ahg:a.rting “from our breakfast camp a.{; 11(,) w:: pullec(ll ;l;:g;%sl ::)1111?
tiff muddy soil until 1, when the Cotton-woo ested ou
?‘3?2?1;‘ progress.y T ascended this strea% %)me 1dl.stance(,1 aigg.v fi?ilﬁlsd ;;,
ing through a wide valley, bounded by plains an lls a
g,l:l :sl;ntghe eye could reach. In the direction of the stream, ‘éVhl()hle
northerly, though a great distance off, we tsa.w %a}tlny ;:o;aas itls)glaf ?Q
ich are said to be in the Moquis country. e stream it
gx\lrléflen by rains, and, although now some six feet deep, is doubtless
1y dry when the rains cease. - o .
ne%rig'ding a good ford over the Colorado Chiguito, and not ]finovir)mg
how soon these constant rains might rﬁnder 1tt dlmpals?btle? u?ii eaatoogg
i e
11, as we would be bound to cross it the next day,
20 at once ; 50 I followed down the Cotton-wood, (_:rossed the c(130101‘3,(1&(:
Chiquito, and after going a mile Ol’;l two dgwn 'I}f)’ en::;;g}e girirzzrno
i ing 1 the south. is 8 _
singular stream coming im from the s e s Chaving
otice of its existence until you arrive directly on 1is )
?xeither cotton-wood trees nor willows to warn one of _1ts.yvhereag)oufts§;
I explored it for some distance up, and found it 1s:;sum,e,-rdo%1l oi e,
rocky cafion with precipitous sides. The water is clear, ;n X e Im-
mense amount of drift wood, and its character, shows t att1 COJust
from a country where cypress and pine of great size aboun e’
above, or nearly directly opposite to where we crossed, come(s1 dl ang
other stream from the south ; but the waters of this are n}cu yf anes
the banks dotted with cotton wood trees, whereas the vkva grslo %
other are clear, showing it to come all its way over a roe yd Fc . th;g‘
The climate of this country is exceedingly pleasant, and from the
vast quantity of rain that has fallen on us, I should suppose cr pé
ight be easily raised without irrigation. . 1
ml}.?'assed this ()arveuin g more Tndian trails, all going to the nortlbwat(‘)%e%
Saw much beaver sign, and one fresh dead one, caught by Mr. .(;oyals %
last night, and only partly eaten. We saw large fires, Indian sxé,rrxn os?
in the iiogollon mountains this evening. Grass excellent an g

abundant, and for water, the whole river. We have made to-day buk §
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eleven miles, but, if it does not rain again to-night, shall make up for
it to-morrow.

September T—Camp No. 8.—Up at 4, and started at 6 a. m.; but
a team having stalled in the river, at the mouth of the little creek
mentioned yesterday, it became necessary to take out all the loading.
This delayed us until 9, when, after coming three miles, we encamped
to breakfast,

We have seen indications of the greatest abundance of game for the
past three days. Elk, antelope, and deer, besides beaver and coyotes
in large numbers. We leave the river here and take across some low
hills, on account of a bend it makes to the northward, and are glad
to get to the hills again, where the road will be less monotonous than
these flat river bottoms. Wood, water, and grass good, and the
-weather warm and clear,

Last night we had no rain, though its want was nearly supplied by
the heaviest dew I ever saw, and which penetrated our blankets
thoroughly. To-the north, yesterday and to-day, we have had the
peaks of’ Rabbit hills in view. They seem conical points, rising to a
considerable height above the general level of the low hills and plains
around them.

We left camp at noon, and following a stretch of country as level
as a billiard table, crossed, after coming five miles, a slight elevation,
from which we came into a broad, level and beautiful valley, stretching
as far as the eye could reach to the westward and southward. In
this valley, the hills of which on both sides are gentle slopes rather
than hills, we found a small stream of running water, but very narrow,
scarcely over a foot in width. Passing this, we came to a mesa or
table-land, the ascent to which occasioned some delay, as it was neces-
sary to cut down the hill before our wagous could go up. Once on
the summit, the travelling was again level, until after crossing it,
when we came to the abrupt descent of its other side. Here weo
encamped, having made ten miles, and for our day’s journey over
twelve. -The grass throughout the day has been most abundant, and
we have constantly exclaimed, ‘“ What a stock country !”” I have
Dever seen anything like it ; and I predict for this part of New Mexico
a larger population, and a more promising one than any she can now

oast. The Indians once removed, or kept in check by military posts,
this country would be immediately settled with a large popula-
tion, The river is in sight on our left, well wooded with cottonwood ;
and as far as one can see, a level country extends to the southward :
aud westward, covered with gramma and bunch grass. Across the
Tver the Rabbit hills look picturesque, but rugged, as, indeed, does all
€ country in that direction.
The weather this evening has been bright, cool, and pleasant, and
e night is cloudless. To-day the soil of the bottoms has been clay,
Yith a little sand ; on the mesas it is clay and gravel. For short
Gistances to-day we have had it of a light character, almost like ashes.
¢ encamped on the top of the mesa to-night, without water,
0g watered our animals just before ascending it. On the mesas
€re is only grass wood. In the river bottom, to our right, wood
Sundant, Qur general course to-day has been northwest. We have

hayi
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P 48 WAGON ROAD FROM FORI DEFIANCE TO 4
e THE COLORADO RIVER. 49

i place a resort, I should think water might be found here at all times. such matters as domesti i

’ The sides are very precipitous where we found the water, and on going I think, most probabl ;%_pnvacy to make any separate apartments
around fo the right of the trail, which we went down, 1 discovered a pottery fragments Whi{:,h als was the work of the race which made thé

cave, which had lately been used by Indians as a chamber. The grass hills. * Certainly it is not rf? ts}fattered everywhere on the surroundin
on which they had made their beds was still there, as well as a little little from the root dj ° ¢ e present tribes, a people differing but

wood not yet consumed. The chamber is natural and well arched. One of the escort %‘v%erts Oﬁthe great desert and Pah-utes. °

It would probably shelter twenty-five men quite comfortably. breakfast camp, and dig off this morning just before we reached
We came to-day, in all, fifteen miles, on_a course west by south, sent to hunt him, but we not come in before we left. A party was
and encamped here at 4 o’clock. The weather this evening is quite this evening, although itre unsuccessful ; therefore I shall camp here

cool, and we can see showers falling in the mountains ahead. To-day ther, in order that, b?y builg?xf onﬁli’e;ntefclltlonkto go twelve miles fur-
5 and making signals, he may have-

ress but the grass,and thistrail, travelled a chance of beine X
by one large emigrant train, will make as firm and fine a natural road prove a total 1?);;? found; but I har
as could be desired. We have made in all to-
The creek on which we are encamped is fringed with black walnut cmgse. ©
of remarkably close texture, and many of them of considerable size. he evening is chi .
There is also gumpum weed in abundance. ) Ona furthegr esxg}xlligl);’tilc];: %?ticamp fires quite pleasant. .
September 10—Camp 11.—Up at 4 and off at 5. Following | both above and below where w e creek I found water in abundance
up the creek we came to a curious sort of fortification, or remains of | quite likely it may be found ehStrUCk it this morning, and I think"
houses. One was of sixteen feet square, and containing but a single | abundant. und nere at all times. Wood and grass-
room; in another were three rooms, or what had been such. They Our road this evening lay th i '
were of stone, but no lime had been used. All the joints were regu- | sured of clear pine and s ay through a pine forest. A tree I mea--
larly broken, and the sides, which were over three feet in thickness, | diameler. ’ eemingly solid as possible, was five feet in
were perfectly straight. Only about three or four feet in height re- The soil is the same as thi i
mained ; the rest had fallen, and lay in fragments at the base. lava. We arrived at cam 8 ‘tnOl'm’ng, clay covered with decomposed
The morning was cool and fresh, and the night had been quite cold. | 1.30. pat3o clock, leaving our former one at
As the sun rose the temperature became delightful, and has remained We have had an overhauling of }{/ .
so all day. Following the still ascending plain, we approached the | backs all doing well, and thm° ¢ 219193@-@ this evening ; find their
mountains, and, crossing a ridge, we came to a table-land from which | 8nd lava over which we have anmimals improving in flesh. The rocks
the view was truly beautiful. Ahead to,westward, the whole country | Bo effect whatever upon theie fPassed, sharp as it is, have so far had
was broken into gentle hills and valleys, covered with a heavy growth September 11—Camp 12 _"Ueet.
of noble fine trees, except here and there a mountain meadow of fresh fl‘he soldier who was miési orp and off at 5.30 a. m.
green grass, while to the eastward lay the great pluin over which we_ bright fires were kept up all nni?rhyt esterday has not appeared, although
had so recently passed. ‘ : + ] hedeserted or went off in a fit of It seems hard to determine whether
In one of the pleasant mountain valleys we encamped for breakfast; } OVer the rocks would be impossibl mental aberration. To track him
but, unfortunately, it bore no water. Thorburn and I crossed ahead J of time. possible, and the attempt a useless waste
to explore, and found fine, clear water, about a mile from camp, in | _Leaving our last night’s ca
very much such a place as we discovered it last evening. ) Little frost and ice on the ed mp,f where we had a cold night, and a
The soil to-day has been of clay mixed with decomposed lava ; the } ¥aler in them, we followed Eesﬂ(; mess kettles, which were left with
grass everywhere abundant. We have made this morning eleven, ©a short hill, ascendin Whigh e valley until half a mile broucht us
miles ; our course west, } south. We arrived at breakfast camp at m%, through which wg have tr we came to a glorious forest ofplofty
10.30. Game has been seen to-day in abundance—antelope and deer. § %8utifully undulating, and :ltﬁavelled ten miles. The country was
This morning we left breakfast camp, and following up the little arrenness with thz,pine reei ough we generally associate the idea
valley in which we were encamped, turned, after going half a mile, § $%ery foot being covered Withoi%ns’ 1t was not so in this instance:
the base of a hill on our left and came around it to the water we ha‘!g 8y vales extoending in ev :13' ﬁngst grass, and beautiful broad’
discovered this morning, which, on examination, proved to be the sam L} .2°0 and unencumbered with egy rection. The forest was perfectly
cafion on which we had encamped last evening, and which was also | Xeellent, rush wood, so that the travelling was "
one of Whipple’s camps in 1853. : -
Cusrario caves.—These caves are quite extensive, and divided int_%,
different apartments by walls. I am quite sure these walls and divi
sions are not the work of the miserable Indians who at present occ4
sionally make use of them, and who are too lazy and indifferent

thing has impeded our pro
nothing has impede prog dly expect, in fact, I fear he will

day nearly fourteen miles on nearly a west-

i

here has been 1 o
th aﬂﬁi loama. n less of stone to-day, and the soil seems all of rich .
*resh I 3 L
Yester day‘ndlél&letracks have been seen, probably made last night or’ k
Avelled ten milefm%lgg :G:Zg breakfast camp at 10 o’clock, }?avingf
H. Ex. Dog. 124 j P is now at the ba?,se of San Francisco
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rick, over a beautiful country, though occa.sional_ly stony, we came
111{;:1;1 tvgo’ﬁne springs, which issuye from t‘n? north side of Sitgreaves
mountain. The first one I called Porter’s spring, after one of my
party, and the second Breckenridge, after another. . )

The weather this morning was quite cold, and last night a white

frost covered the ground. We have made this morning eleven miles
on a course west eight degrees north, and arrived here at 10.30.
‘Water is very plenty anld perm;r:lent. Game has been seen in num-
is morning—antelope and deer. . )

bef.[‘shtehlcso?llntry s%ems to gpen handsomely to the north; in fact, in
that direction it seems a great plain. To the southward Bill Wll:
liams’ mountain is insight about twenty-five milesdistant. Sitgreaves
‘mountain about six, due south, and Kendrick’s north of east about eight
miles. To the west the country looks easy, with valleys and isolated
hills, such as we have traversed this morning. The soil this morn-
ing has been similar to that of several days past—clay and loam in
the valleys, and stony in the mesas and hills. Grass is everywhere
good. The appearance of this place is, in the highest sense, sylvan.
The fine spring attracts numerous antelopes, which appear and disap-
pear as they glance rapidly through the fine open forest with which
1t is surrounded, sometimes stopping to gaze at the strangers, and at
others racing past at full speed ; and the majestic mountains looking
bold and grand, and black with heavy timber, at just a sufficient
distance to make the scenery of the amphitheatre in which the springs
are one of the loveliest valleys we have seen. This stopping to graze
has been fatal to two of the antelope, which have been killed by our
party with muskets, directly in sight of the whole camp. The day
has been delightfully pleasant since 7 o:clock.

Leaving Breckenridge spring at 2 o’clock, we passed over a rol-
ling country on a west course for some eight miles, when a gradual
ascent brought us to a stony mesa of level land over which we jour-
neyed for a mile, when, on arriving at the brink, a great surprise
awaited us. Here the most extensive prospect lays spread out before
us. Far as the eye could reach, extending to the westward and north-
ward, a wide and level valley of probably thirty miles in width, lead
the vision far towards the Colorado, while to the west and south the
view lay over a ridge to another valley, seemingly a part or extension
of thefirst,and bounded by adistantrangeof blue mountains, which Isup-
pose cannot be very far from the great Colorado river. The view was
so grand and extensive that we sat on our horses for a long time in
silent admiration ; I, on my part, only regretting that we could only
go in one direction at one time, so that it was impossible to know and
see all the view contained. The soil this evening hasbeen less stony
than usual, and the grass, though good, is not as fine as that we have{i
heretofore had. . ) - o

At 4 we found water in great abundance in a cafion to our right,
which wasbordered by fine trees. It was a succession of large popls,;’
sufficient for one or two thous%nddheid of animals, and I think, w1th—§

ubt, permanent wood abundant. i i
oui(z)gg gex;elx)‘al course to-day has been west eight degrees north, and.
we have made nineteen (19) miles. Could any amount of writing say
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more for a road? Nineteen miles with mules that have pulled and
are pulling heavily loaded wagons eighteen hundred miles; and j
to-day we have travelled easily, having encamped at the Breckenridge |
spring for a considerable time. The camelsontinue undisturbed by ;
the stony character of the country, and can any day go twice as far ag/
the wagons, besides relieving us of all anxiety on their account as toj .
food or water, for they can eat whatever they may chance to get, orl /-
do without anything, and drink only when the water happens to be
perfectly convenient to camp.

September 14— Camp 15.—Upat 4, and off at 5.30 a. m. Travel-
ling six miles over a rolling country in the direction of a wooded
butté nearly west from camp, and around the base of which I designed
to go; we discovered water about a mile to the right in a ravine,
which seems to be a fork of that on which we slept last night. En-
camping in a valley among the cedar trees which cover the country
here, I sent the animals to the water while the men prepared break-
fast. The soil to-day has been clay and coarse volcanic pebbles. The
grass (gramma) very good. The temperature of the weather has un-
dergone a very sensible change, being now quite warm althugh cloudy.
We encamped 8.30 a. m. As we advance, the country opens hand-
somely to the westward, and I am now steering for a depression in the
mountains due west. I am strongly tempted, however, to alter my
course to northwest, for to the northward appears a boundless plain,
across whose southern termiunation our course seems to lead, From
au elevation we ascended, I am almost certain a distant mountain to
the northward is one at or near the mouth of the river Virgen, and
consequently on the other side of the river Colorado. To the south-
west is a stack of mountains, one of which is much higher than the
surrounding ones, and quite pointed ; this I presume to be Picacho.

Our guide has proved so utterly worthless, that I was obliged to
send him to the rear yesterday, and only regret that I had not done
80 sooner. Up to this point he has only served to annoy and mislead
me, and it is much better to have no guide, than one in whom you
have no confidence, especially as it generally results in your having
to do his work for him.

This evening our road, or rather direction to the westward, led us
over successive ravines, all leading to the great plain lying to the
northward. Intervening, the ground was covered with a thick growth
of pine and cedar trees, and apparently this country extended for a
considerable distance until it met arough looking range of mountains,
which I suppose is the Aztec range.

A cousideration of these tacts, and the tempting character of the
country to the north and west, determined me to aiter my course, and
to endeavor to avoid the mountains by striking out upon the open
Plain. T therefore followed down a ravine into which the train had de-
scended, and at night encamped near the dry bed of a considerable
Stream, which entered a caflon a short distance below camp. In the
Dorning I shall follow out this ravine, which is filled with fine
sramma, to the plain. Icalled the valley Gramma, from the quantity

of that grass which is here found.
September 15— Camp 16.—Up at 4, and off at 5.30 a. m. :
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would have a rancheria here, of which we should see the remains.
The grass is equal to any we have found on the road, and is gramma
mixed with bunch grass.

The soil is the same as that heretofore described in this region.

We find the whole country to the eastward cut up in cafions, all
leading, I suppose, to the little Colorado, which is marked by the cliffs
in sight of our camp, and is probably some thirty miles to the north
of us.

To-day the weather is pleasantly warm, with a brisk southwest wind
blowing and a few clouds.

Leaving this camp I shall endeavor to find a road due west to the
Colorado, which, although bere running east and west, takes a bend a
hundred miles to the westward, and runs nearly north and south.

Towards sunset the party sent in search of the missing guide re-
turned with him. It appears that in getting off to light a fire his
mule had escaped, and knowing it to be one of the most valuable in our
mulada, he had followed it all the remainder of the evening and the
whole of the next night, only catching it, sometime in the forenoon
of the next day, and then supposing camp had held the direction it
was going when he left it, and not being aware of our finding water
here, he had kept on until overtaken by the men sent in search of him.
He had been forty-eight hours without water or food, and must doubt-
less have perished had he not been found.

September 18—Camp 17.—The morning is bright, clear and warm.
We have killed, this morning, at the water here, blue-winged teal and
other ducks, flocks of which are flying and alighting around the pools,
and the Knglish snipe, the first of that species we have met with about
here. ’

All signy indicate this as permanent water, and its very great abun-
dance makes the discovery a most valuable one to this road. Water
may be had, however, in apy quantity every five miles from the Colo-
rado Chiquito or Zufii to the river, by the expenditure of a few thou-
sand dollars by the government in building dams across aroyos and
caflons, which the rain would fill every month. A dam here, for in-
stance, is not probably needed ; but if it were, the stone and other
material is ready cut by nature, and only wants the hand of man to
place it in position to confine millions and millions of gallons. These
cafions are from a hundred to two hundred feet in depth ; at times a
chasm with precipitous sides ; at others only precipitous on one side;
and all of them show, by drift wood ard other unmistakeable signs,
that they are freguently bold running streams. One can see, there-
fore, how simple a matter it would be to make the dams and to insure
a bountiful supply of water at all seasons, should this, contrary to all
signs, prove not to be permanent. '

These remarks apply equally to all other parts of the road from
Zubi, and I cannot but think that money expended on a certainty of

this kind would be spent to better purpose than in the uncertain pro-

cess of artesian wells.

‘We leave here to-day at noon to explore this great plain, and shall
endeavor to go as nearly west as possible to the Colorado Grande. "
Leaving King’s creek, so called after one of my party, at noon, we_
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travelled until 4, over an undulating plain, which stretched out to
the northward and westward. I should suppose this plain to be, at
its widest part, from eighty to one hundred miles in width. Its soil
is light, loose yellow clay and coarse gravel, and is without trees,
bearing only greasewood bushes for fuel.

To our left, that is, to the south and southwest, a range of moun-
tains seems to terminate in long cape-like mesas, which extend into
the plain we are traversing. Ahead the view is unbounded, only the
blue points of a mountain appearing far in the distance. The bluffs
of what we take to be the Little Colorado, and Thorburn’s mountain
to the east, are the most prominent objects in sight. The grass at
our camp is short, but green and fresh, and has been so since leaving
King’s creek. The weather is clear and warm, making the uncer-
tainty of water ahead rather unpleasant. However, by travelling to-
night and part of to-morrow I hope we shall find it.

We have made this evening twe!ve miles, and shall go on again at
sundown, and travel until midnight.

The slopes of the mesas on our left seem to be covered with a heavy
growth of pine timber. The nearest is about ten miles south of us.
Leaving our supper camp at dark, we travelled by night, and the night
dark, for ten miles across the country t» the northwest, and so level
was the surface, that not a wagon stopped for a moment. At 10 we
halted and encamped for the night. Going ahead with two or three
of my party, I made fires every three or four miles, as guides to the
wagons, and such was the level character of the country, that those
behind told me they could frequently see the flash of my match as I
would light it to kindle the fire. In gathering greasewood bushes
for one of the fires, Thorburn picked up in his hand a rattlesnake,
but fortunately the night was so cool that, I presume, the reptile was
torpid with cold, so then when the fire blazed up I shot him with my
pistol where Thorburn had dropped him. ~

Resuming our march at suarise, we travelled twelve miles, the
country assuming a slightly more rolling character as we advanced.
We crossed many broad and well-beaten Indian trails, all going to
the southwest and northeast, but none towards the direction we were
travelling. Our guide, however, who had been full of confidence
before, still retained his confident air, and assured me there was no
doubt of our finding water a short distance beyond. '

A half mile further, and he came back to tell that the distant
mountain, towards which our course was directed, was not the one he
thought, and that he was completely lost. Iought to have killed him
there, but I did not.

We were thirty-two miles from water and in a country entirely un-
known. Encamping at once, I despatched the two dromedaries to the
east, while, with a few men on our strongest horses, I started to the
west. On our line we travelled through some low hills, and following
an Indian trail came suddenly upon a most wonderful sight. This
was a chasm in the earth, or apparently a split in the very centre of a
range of hills, from the top to the bottom.

Seeing that Indians had descended, I determined to try it, so, pick- -

ing out the least precipitous part and scrambling down and leading

|
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60 WAGON ROAD FROM FORT DEFIANCE

we journeyed on for eight or ten weary miles to whers the mountains,
forming the southern boundary of the valley, united with the Sierra we
had passed through. Here we found an easy path, and going through it
and turning to the northward, we encamped at night on the dry bed of
a stream, having travelled nearly fifty miles. The day was hot and
dusty, and during this time we had watered our animals once with about
four quarts each, and their distress was painful to witness. It was evi-
dent something must be done speedily, or we should loose every animal
we had, and perhaps our own lives, for we knew nothing of the character
of the country we had to traverse between usand camp, or whether,
indeed, it was passable at all.

Camp was, by my estimate, sixty or seventy miles distant, bearing
nearly north, and we had remaining one fifteen gallon keg of water
for eight men and ten animals, which had already been exhausted
for the want of it. Matters began to look squally. ThettEmels.dlone
seemed perfectly indifferent, and, like good fatalists, chewed their cuds
¢ in cheerful contentment. At day break we were on the road again,
. heading north towards camp, but having a terrible time of it over
. volcanic rocks and brush wood of cedar and scrub pine. We struggled
¢ manfully on until noon, when all the mules were completely done up,
# and it was evident they could go no further,...I was fortunately riding
\ & guperb~-h6TSe) on the occasion, t*Gray Eddy,” full of strength and
endurance, and I came to the contlusion to give him a bucket ot water,
and trust to his reaching camp with an order to send out immediate
relief. He drank it eagerly, for his tongue was as dry as an old
bone, and his lips parched and bot with fever. Exchanging my horse
with Tucker for his broken down mule, I ordered him to proceed to

camp at once, giving him his landmarks and bearings, and send us .

assistance, and in the meantime we would ascend a prominent point
and keep up fires and smokes to guide the relief party to our camp.
‘We had about a bucket of water remaining, and if Tucker got in at
all, we could not expect him back for forty-eight hours. As for the
poor animals, they hung around the empty water kegs braying huskily
for what they were perishing for. Everything now rested on the
gallant gray, and as if conscious of his responsibility the noble brute
struck out boldly for the mountain which marked the direction of camp.
Slowly we followed along to reach the point where our signal fires
were to be kept burning. We had not gone over three miles when I
cbserved a rugged looking cafion on the left, which seemed as though
it might bear water. Dismounting, I climbed down the steep and
slippery rocks to the bottom, and, after a short search, discovered

small hole, under a projecting rock, containing water. Pursuing this

discovery, I found, a hundred yards further down, a large pool of
I fired my gun and pistols at once to .
halt the party which had passed on, and our famished animals being

perhaps a thousand gallons.

led down to the pool, plunged their heads to the eyes in cool water,

and for ‘the first time in three days, satisfied their thirst., May .
Stacey was started on his mule, now retreshed with water, at speed to
overtake Tucker, which he succeeded in doing, the two returning to :
The mystery of so much game and so little water :
Instead of looking for streams and rivulets, I found

-camp that evening.
was now solved.

TO THE COLORADO RIVER. 61

I must look in the rocky cafion for pools and water holes. Acting on
this, I found water next morning after a half hour’s search, and in
this region shall not fear for the futuré. The nature of the country
beyond must determine the method of search when we get there.

Leaving the lucky cafion, which I called Alexander’s, from one of
the men who were with me, the next morning, we followed valley after
valley, one opening into the other, until we reached the plain where
I halted, and, watering our animals from the replenished kegs, made
coffee and rested awhile, with the view of taking the moon for the
next ten miles to camp. Starting sometime after dark with Thorburn,
Tucker, and Davis, the remainder of the party being left to come on
in the morning, we walked our animals over the plains, guided by
the North star. :

My horse walking more rapidly than the rest I gradually drew
several miles ahead, and reached the rocky banks of King’s creek at our
camp about ten o’clock. Seeing the wagons quite close, and finding, as I
thought, the camp fire where the mules were herded and no guard
visible, I concluded they were all asleep, and that discipline had been
relaxed in my absence. I determined to frighten them, so drawing
my revolver, and giving two or three Indian yells, I fired it off. Thardly
remember much that occurred after that. ““Gray Eddy’’ wheeled at
the first yell, and when I fired took the bit in his teeth and was soon
rushing like lightning over the rough ravines and precipitous and
rocky affluents which run in all directions from the plains into King’s
creek. My arms soon became as useless as if they belonged to some-
body else a mile off, and, expecting to be dashed to pieces every mo-
ment, I was carried by the frightened animal many miles. Once I
stopped him, but it was only for a moment, when he made a fresh
start worse than ever, until at last, with a tremendous crash that
made me see stars, we came down together. Fortunately his feet
became entangled in the bridle and I was able to recover him, which
was more than I could do for myself, for I remained sick and bruised
on the ground until nearly morning.

In the meantime camp was all in confusion. The Indian yells had
started every man to his feet, and for a while a regular stampede was
the result of my experiment. To make the matter more mortifying,
when I got back I found that the fire I thought was the guard fire
was an old one left burning, and that the guard and mules had been
removed a half hour before to another point some fifty yards off. :

My admiration for the camelstincreases daily with my experience of
them. The harder the test they are put to the more fully they seem
to justify all that can be said of them. They pack water for others
four days under a hot sun and never get a drop; they pack heavy
burdens of corn and oats for months and never get a grain; and on-
the bitter greasewood and other worthless shrubs not only subsist but
keep fat ; withal, they are so perfeetly docile and so admirably con-
tented with whatever fate befalls them. No one could do justice to

_their merits or value in expeditions of this"kind, and T Took forward
to the day when every mail route across the continent will be con-
ducted and worked altogether with this economical and noble brute.

In the morning I shall send off Mr. Thorburn and ten mer ahead,
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64 WAGON ROAD FROM FORT DEFIANCE

From Alexander’s cafion the road ascended almost imperceptibly to-
the table land, and descended from the divide almost as gradually.
The country and soil is the same as that yesterday described. Several
small conical hills are within sight a mile or two to the southward,
and directly to the west a large bald hill or mountain, with steep
sides, rounded top, and but little timber on it.

The morning was cold but the day has been warm and cloudy, so
that we are in hopes of rain.

Our present camp is an excellent one; grass, wood, and water in
abundance.

To-day is that fixed for the return of Thorburn’s party, and we are
looking for it with great anxiety, as we are all getting tired of this
slow and tedious work, and look to his report of the country ahead,
with hope of being able to recommence our old style of travelling.
Leaving Alexander’s cafion at 6, we arrived here at 9.

A fine black-tailed doe was killed this evening.

October 2—Camp 22.—Thorburn not having returned, I moved on
southwest twelve and a balf miles to the mouth of the Pass, (which
I have named Pass Dornin, after Captain Dornin, United States
navy,)discovered a few days since, while we were reconnoitering ahead.

The morning was cloudy, with a few showers of rain, but only enough
to wet our buckskins thoroughly, without doing any other good.

The first three or four miles of the road tv-day was rough and stony
but the latter part excellent ; the soil was sand and clay. ’

On arriving at camp, I ascended a mountain which forms one
gide of the entrance to the Pass. It was very steep and high ; but on
reaching the summit I was fully repaid by the extensive view it
afforded.

I am now convinced we are near Lieutenant Whipple’s trail, (pro-
bably within fifteen or twenty miles,) but all traces of it are so com-
pletely obliterated that it is impossible to follow him. I think we
are now within twenty-five or thirty miles of his Aztec Pass, and a
little to the northward and westward of that point.

From the summit of the mountain, as I looked down, almost di-
rectly under was the camp, which was at the mouth of the Pass.
Then came the view westward. The pass opened into a wide valley,

bounded on the north by a high and precipitous mesas, and on the °

south by a long range of low mountains, apparently very rugged an

broken. The valley itself was level and br}g;d, bei)r;g sii mi%egs at it(sl;
narrowest part in width, and filled with fine grass. To the west-
ward this valley seemed to stretch out to the full extent of vision.
About fifteen miles off, near the centre of it, was a high table land

or mesa, apparently unconnected with any other range, and rising _

) Far, very far, in the dis-
tance, were dim mountains, which may be the chain running parallel
- with the Colorado. N .

abruptly and squarely out of the plain.

To the southward I could see, over the range bounding the valley
another range, or at least the tops of high mountains, showing a
valley to exist between, by the difference in the shades of blue.
Turning to the eastward, I could see, stretching off to the southeast
an extensive valley, which seemed to contain in its wide spread»_ing’
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arms, Bill Williams, San Francisco, Sitgreaves, Kendrick mountains,
and a host of hills of lesser note. Into this valley one would think
some noble river would enter, to add to the fertility of the soil, as
well as to the beauty of the landscape ; but I regret to say that only
a few meagre streams, containing 1o running water at present, find
their way from the mountains to it, although, doubtless, springs
exist throughout these mountains.

The pass at the valley on which we are encamped is approached by
so gradual an elevation, that, except on inspection, it seems almost
like a continuation of the great valley just mentioned. Its course is
northwest, and it seems to be the only road left us, unless we cross
the ridge to the mountain valley, which I have mentioned being
shown by the difference of shade to exist in that direction. This 1
will look at to-morrow, as I shall then start on another exploring
expedition, if Thorburn should not return. The valley we encamped
at the entrance of is the same into which Tucker’s Pass, discovered a
few days ago, enters, that pass coming in at right angles to the one
we are on, about ten miles west of our present camp. Wood at this
camp is abundant, both of cedar and pine, but there is no water.
Grass good.

October 3— Camp 22.—We are still looking anxiously for the re-
turn of Thorburn, who has now been absent six days. To pass the
time more agreeably than lying idly in camp, I started out with
Davis and Tucker to explore to the westward. We started at 9
in the morning and returned at 9 at night, never having left the
saddle for five minutes since the hour of our departure. Our course
was nearly west, and I suppose we could not have travelled less than
forty miles, going and returning. Contrary to my expectations, we
found the country easy for either wagons or horseback travelling.
The mountains were generally lower than I thought from looking at
them yesterday, and the ranges all tended to the northwest, with
pleasant and wide valleys, filled with excellent gramma grass, on
which numerous herds of antelope aud deer were grazing. Timber,
of cedar and pine, was everywhere abundant. The weather was cool
and clear. The soil fertile, and of gravel and clay principally. I
saw, in many places, a small black locust tree, but scarcely larger
than an ordinary rose bush. We crossed one hill which seemed to
be entirely formed of quartz, such as is found to contain gold in Cali-
fornia. * Towards sundown we found a few rude huts, probably the
spring or last winter camp of Indians. A mefata, and a few other of
their very limited supply of household furniture, had been left to
await their return. At this point I thought we had reached a fork
of Bill Williams’ river, as we were evidently on the head of a ravine,
which, some distance beyond, connected with another in a rough
deep valley or cafion, and to the southward a range of black serrated
mountains looked like those called by Lieutenant Whipple the Black
mountains. I regretted not having time to explore further, but it
was nearly sundown, and we bad twenty-odd miles before us to
camp, and had started without bringing with us any provisions ; §o
turning our backs upon what seemed a very interesting country, we
returned, to reach camp at 9 o’clock. Should Thorbure not re-

H. Ex. Doc. 124—25




M0y oo o7y woy o5pn{ 03 J[ROTHIP 31 9BW 03 ST [BNPBIS 08 ‘PoIsAcd
-s1p Jojem 973 03 ado[s ® s8Y JulaIou sy} Papusosep am Lay[ea oy,
opm$ s8 sn wodn jresmry Suyynd 105 yuswystund jo Lea £q ‘suorseoo
e uo ‘1easxmoy ‘Suraom wiy desy | -edLazss Auw 10§ jyun L[eio
Wiy §19pusl £13UN0D 9Y3 O 20UBIOUS] S[qIPAIOUL PYT SIIUS SIY puw
‘ou0 £1049 0} 9[QNOI} JO SOINOS JUBISUOD B ST [DJ0IM PO SIYJ, ‘SIA%(]
pue uinqioyy, Suiydeoxs ‘miy jo o1ed oxe} 03 L3awd oys jo [[B oAws[
03 oW Pa3I[GO YOIYA ‘In0 0ABS o[nIX § BIPaAsEQ PIO ‘YoBq Lea ano u()
JyS1u g8 J00[0,0 ¢ 1® 31 Suryoeal
‘dmuo 03 pauingel om ureSe Sulre}s uUsY] puk ‘INOY Ue IvAU paulew
-o1 oM ‘SJNOQEOIBY} PIPUNOQE YOIYM S858IS ouy oY) U0 9ZvIS 03 8S00]
,S[8WIUER Ino Suiming pue sa[ppes.ino Juiddingg -Jejem JUB[[80XD Jo
100d pue weaxjs ¢ o3nb pepioge sepis 1efnorpuadied s31 Jo 65BQ 9TY je
uoyed 9y} Jo opis syy jo jno Sunsing sSurids euy omJ, ‘Iejea punoj
om ‘pojoadxo T s® ‘alef 'UOYBO OUO 0JUI $193BA I19Y} UIBID 0} POTIAIM
orgm Jo (e ‘Auewm jo ouo 31 punoj I ‘epla olimi B jey L[180U sea
yorys ‘Aofea styj Surmoyjog ‘piBajsom 9Y3 03 Jo Suruunit Lo[rea w
0juI popuosssep dwed WOIy S[IW & JNOqe PIBA}SES 87} 0} [[IY © SUISE0ID
PUB ‘JOO0[0,0 § 4B DPOjIBIS SulWIoUW SIYL—'CF dww)—L +4290pP0
31 uo
ye; deox ‘Iopjeq st jeya ‘pue ‘read L[yourd Luioyy w 03 ysng poom
-osB21S 3501Ip oyy wodj ‘Suiyjdus 9e 03 Jusyuod L[3005x8d oue LAy} Jiom
| sTy3 T2 M -o[dWEXs Ue S8 UMOD USY®] 98I SIoM\F[oTIEI 6Ty [un
{ pueosep J0U pnOA SOINW YOIYM ‘sBSAUI OTTBO[0A YInox JO8FPIE snogido
1~01d 9y3 umop ouod Surawy pae ‘Juijser oIdm SO[NTI 9Yj JS[IYM S0UES
A-S10UT0001 £10A9 WO pasn Useq oa®Y L8], 810joq WISY} JO Ples Ud}j0
b8 0%y T eyA jeader 03 oq A[UO PInOM [[B 3B TWAY) UOIUST 0} jBY}
ATy 9jnIq §sa]qou oYy pue Ljied eyy Joijes 61§ oae oY) 1BYS ‘481 38

~7 fmeyy 03 pasoddo 3sow olom ogm 9s0yy £q waas ‘dwmed ur peSpamouxor

[ L[[es1oatun 0§ s1 9] aou omeo oYy Suluenusw jo yulyy Lleast

/ ‘woou 4o 910y poaslLie PuE¢ised-jiey 38 Suruiow s1y3 3391 O M
-puid o[})1[ ¥ PUE SIBPIO—IUBPULR]R ST POO

~queseo(d pus 94Siiq esimIeyjo jnq ‘Apuls UASq sBY I9YFBOM BY,
*3107s 304 s8 g8noyy ‘pood (emmers)

89818 oy} ¢ peximt [eseid [[Bws pue L8]0 Usaq sBY LBP-03 T108 Y,

, *ogBJ 943 03 axeiy3noioy}
oYy ‘(1A A[peinsse Js0W 31 §¥ ‘S0W009q 3L PUB ‘TAOUY 6PBW d1% PBOI
S1Y3 JO §7LI0TL 9Y} USYA UOL}BUITLISYXS 10§ YSNOUS UCOS WOD [{I4 Bt
110y | seanjeerd 100g -eoeld 8y3 03 10asjeys oSewep Luv op 03 s[EU
~-IU® 1197} MO[[E 09 IO ‘SUO[STI JOU UI0O IJYFISU [ONOF 03 SISPIO JOLUS
Pey uew oyj pue ‘saSpol 110y} ul o[ oq 03 sjuesdad IeYj0 pue od1fed
awmos juss ] ‘woy) yiim- yeads 03 Lnunjaoddo ou Suisey siy jo pue
‘go Suluuni 119y JO JULAd OY3 U]  ‘6Joy3 Yojyed WI00 O331] 110Y3 0A%Y
oy suerpuy oy} Yl yoeads 03 owW0d 03 10aBAPUS 03 08[B pue ‘Lem
Y3 MOYS 09 SO[NTI 8} Y3IA I0JBA dY} 03 SUIUSAS ST} BPOALES JULS |

*MO1I0TL

-03 uworeaIp 38y} ul uonwio]dxe Jeyjour oYBW [BYS T JBY} 08 ‘G0UB
-1gadde zeySnoxr e ownsse 03 suiSeq £13uncd oy} plemjsem oy3 O,

*s1a®(] “1J Jo o81ey0 Y}

_ Iopun SulueAs STy} WIBLIIS Y3 0} WO Juds arom Loyj ‘[ood oy3 uy Jojes

8y} [[® JUnIp Sula®y sO[RW 2Y3 ‘pur ‘4l WOI SO[IW 10y 6wOs podwsd

L9 "3AIY OAVH0100 dHL OL

&%W*%W‘
|

—

S

“ue T ‘I9)BM oY) 0} ProI UOSBM ¥ JnO FOO[ 03 oW} PBY Surary j0u
WINQIOYJ, ‘UIPIA 81 JO UOYRUIWIP JNOYIIM ‘998 P[UoO dM 88 I8y 68
pue ‘P10 98973 JO J00} oY} J¥ )84 (30U HOURSIP 12018 ® 0} §89[3qNOP
‘o penuIuod A[[BUOSEIP PosIeAwl) PR oM TIIyM Lo[rea opla Y[,
“gourivedde re[nSus js0w © pajussald pue ‘paxIuIIBIUL syode sjrya pus
§9Y0}J0[q POIO[0D UOSWILIO Y$IM PIIIA0D SBM ‘4y8ray ur 999 puesnoyy
8 [[0J JUIY} P[nOYs T Yoiys ‘Yo0I dy3 O 2% repnotpuadied a3 seoe(d
uf plemjsem pu® pIemU}Iou oY} 0} 938 P[NOD oM S8 Igy S8 PIPUR
-5 ‘9Suel FouNYy oys Pa[[ed 2Aey T Yorga 4y 1no WO sUIEjUNOW
gsow Jo oSuel oyy ‘Surusour siqy £o[[ea 9FIR[ 9y} UMOP possed am SV
*JTIITINS 873 UO §}001 8} UL 0384 jo Jood ®© 180U ‘SIT1q oUOJSATL] SULOY
10 padmBous ‘I0Y3ang SB[ XIS 10 047 Sul{[daesy ‘pue ‘Bur03 s1om BM
YOIYA 10§ I9yeM 8Y} JO WOIJOSIIP 8Y3 UL ‘)Sam JS0WL[® SUO 03 9BINOY INO
pedueyo pue ‘opralp o[3usS ® possoId oM IGH ‘godo[s njeoerd pus
1e[mSaI jo seyng [[BWS OM} UI Jno 9483 ouel o7y [MUN Surgsrurmrp
f{renpead 9yo[ Ino wo S[[IY oY} ‘S3[IW U} SUIOS SUBD M ‘150 MT}I0T
g50M A[180U 98IN00 B U0 AS[[BA [0A9] OWIBS S} SuUMMSIng  OSLIUNS 105
-oq ureSe go pus dn oiom om Yeaiqdep 1V-—'E% dwny—9 4290300
: *§10)a8nb-0017) pUR ST USD}IIY} SPBUL O M
*4I07S pu®
Sunok anoqq\‘qu'epunq'e ssu18 oyy pue ‘oseid pue Lepo sem Lo[[rA 873
JO [0S oY, P[o° j0u ‘[000 A[uo—jussea[d puw P{IW sBM 18 ey,
“pooj ueyy exow 9sa1 paxmbar pue ‘dweo jse] In0 SUIABI] 210j3( UIBI
pey mow oyj s ‘wieyj o3 05 03 oxed j0u PIp I ‘JUBISIP O[IW B AIM
£oq3 se gnq ‘owid pue 1epsd jo Ljuerd swm jyo[ Ino 03 SI[IY 8Y3 UQ
*80(STIQ POOMOSBIIS UBY) POOM 13730
jnoysra ySnoyy ‘ssesd pood ur pedmeous om UIYM ‘0Geddogs ofSuis ®
qmoY3iM JYSIUPLW [1JUN 91 PI[[9ABIJ 94 JBYJ [9A9] 0S SBA SIYT, ‘puok
-oq 4ayea 10 urerd epim »yj} uodn oweo oM ‘sseJ §UIMIO(] ySnoayy
00UBIJUG OU) SONBUI YOIYAM ‘uonead[e 7ySis £19A ® Surpusose ‘puw
‘draed 1o om J1ep 3V -YoIew jySiu ano 10f paredead eie guofem o,
‘jornb pue ¢sa1 ur jueds wesq sey Lep AYT-— 3G dwv)—g 4290P0
, *a[qeoeide L19A pue ‘IBS[O ‘PIW S I0U3FBAM OUT,
*I0A11 OPBIO[O) Y} 03 SN 938} [[I4 YIIYA ‘gorgesord
-X5 197JOUR SYBW [[BYS oM ‘00URYJ, ‘A®p }XoU oy JO JUIULAS 973 UL
¢ £q 19y8m oy yowar o3 odoy pue ‘yesrqiep run dwwous [[IM oA
“uSiupim Ji3un puokeq Lo[[ea [048] oY) pu® 888J § UITIO( y3no1qs
Suipearyy ‘pue ‘oley oA® [[BYS om owl} jey} 3V  FoO0[P.0 § 3I®
so1iom-03 aingiedep 1no 1oj epem L[eyerpsmumi oiom suoyeredolg
"ywoJ §,pLorg woay so[im L3y 10 310§
30 SNIpBI ® UIgyIA “perojdxeun 9seoyqnos o 0y Sulk] jueipenb ® Luo
80AB9] ‘UOUEO 8, ISPUBXA]Y IBAU POQLIOSSP UIBJUNOW Y} PIWEU 9A%Y
I s8 ‘Jeoq s.phold woyj sn £q epew suonero[dxe oyl YIIM ‘sIq
*50UesqE SIY Jo §ABD USASE BYF UI Y2210 § SUIY JO 953M
-ysnos pue jsem Surd] £13unoo oYy Jo so[IW L3jY PuB palpuny B I0A0
poiodxe pey ‘Suiieasiy piey £q ‘pue ‘duwed quasaid Ino WO} JuBISIP
So[ImI ©A[-£311Y] OTUOS TUBAIJ8 [[BWIS B PaIOA0OSID PvY 9H 'UI aWiBY
wingqoy, 3ySiep 38013 Aw o3 ‘388373008 OY3 03 uorjero[dxs payerdwa;
-uoo Lw 10y Surredead sem oy ogs Jn0qy—'gg dwn)—y 4290P0
‘qussee(d pu® [000 USAQ sBY ABP-03 ISY)BOM OYJ, PIBAYINOS
8y 01 e10m uwoneio[dXe Ieyjoue oYew [[BYS ] ‘Moilom-03 £q Winy

FONVIIEA LI0d WOUd AVOd NODVAM v 99




68 WAGON ROAD FROM FORT DEFIANCE

water vs{ould run in it. Where we first struck it, it is bounded on
either side by high rough hills and rocky bluffs, which, after follow-
ing it a few miles, soften into low hills well covered with grass, and
on the left a considerable amount of cedar trees. Descending it some
ten miles these hills recede, so that it becomes a broad valley of a mile
or two in width, and, indeed, the hills become so low that the whole
may be taken for a plain of many miles circumference, It seems a
basin at the lower or western limit, in which the different valleys
having united their waters, break through a range of low mountains
in the cafion where we found the springs. How far this cafion extends
or whether we can pass through it with our wagons, remains yet to
be seen. I did not explore it further than the water which we found
a mile from the head.

From the head of this cafion, the lowest point reached, from which
a view of the ground passed over could be taken, the basin is bounded
on all sides apparently by mountains, and is without any outlet, that
I could discover, excepting the valley by which we entered, and the
caflon which contains the spring. .

Our journey of to-day has convinced us that the water Saevedra
found, and to which Thorburn was sent, is not, as we supposed it
might be, the head of Bill Williams’ river, since the one runs south
aud the other north. It may probably be Gampia’s creek.

The water discovered to-day, after running south for some distance,
turns abruptly to the north, in which direction it finds its outlet into
the Colorado.

On going to the springs this morning to water the mules our men
found the fresh tracts of Indians, and that they had taken the presents
left for them,

The general course of the valley followed to-day was west 30° south ;
the soil clay. :

There was little grass in the bottom, but abundance on the slopes
of the hills. The weather is pleasant and clear.

Ociober 8—Camp 24.—Raised camp at daybreak, and taking our
wagons down the rough hill into the valley, we descended the level
bottom rapidly towards the water. Where we descended the hill we
found on the rocks many hieroglyphics cut by the Indian race who
bave doubtless once inhabited this region, but have long since passed
away. Unhappily, we have no Champollion to decipher these histo-
ries of a past race, or much that is interesting in the story of the red
man of past times might be brought to our knowledge. The country
described yesterday leaves but little to say to-day. We saw at a dis-
htance te black serrated mountain mentioned a few days ago; both
yesterday and this morning it bore nearly southwest.

At the springs we found jimpson weed growing luxuriantly. It
was Elea_sant to see even this well-known weed, so common at home,
at this distance from everything like civilization.

“The banks of the stream running through the cafion of the springs
are lined with small willow, and other bushes requiring water, from
which I conclude water may be found at all times near the surface.

The two springs are both strong heads of water, and gush out of
the rocks in a most refreshing manner to a thirsty man, :

‘ T ——

TO THE COLORADO RIVER. 69

The entire day’s journey of twenty miles has been down the gentle
descent of the valley to the springs, and as smooth as a table the
whole distance. At the springs the cafion is only about two hundred
yards in width, but, I presume, widens below. I have called it En-
gle’s Pass, after Captain Engle of the United States navy.

The sides are palisaded at the summit, and in places they must be
eight hundred feet in height.

Sufficient timber for fuel and cooking may be found on the banks
of the stream, and good grass covers the bottom everywhere. A better
place for wintering with stock could not be found, as the turns and
winding of the cafion afford a shelter from any winds that blow. The
soil is rich loam. The climate to-day has been pleasant, though this
evening the clouds threaten rain.

Our course has been for the day about southwest.
hours travelling time in making the twenty miles.

October 9—Camp 25.—It rained on us nearly all night, wet-
ting our blankets, and making all things uncomfortable, and we
crawled out, shivering in the cold morning air. We got off at 8.30
and pursued the course of the cafion, crossing frequently the little
stream which turned and twisted in its narrow bed as if anxious fo
escape. The morning was one of great anxiety to me. We were in
the cafion, which narrowed a short distance below the springs, and
the walls became almost precipitous from the base to the summit.
The course also began to take a more southerly direction, and what
with the course and the doubt as to whether the cafion might not
close in entirely so as to oblige us to go back, I passed a very anxious
morning. A few miles below camp, however, the cafion widened,
two or three miles more and its creek ran through a bottom of three-
quarters of a mile, and cotton-woods (only two it is true) enlivened
the view with their bright green leaves. Further view was shut out
by a long point which came down into the valley. I was now well
satisfied we could get out; but the course, and how far we would have
to go before doing -so, still remained to be settled .So far the road

We were eight

down the cafion had been most excellent ; no rocks, and the crossings

of the stream all so easy as only to require working in oue or two
places. On our way down and near the long point mentioned, we
followed an Indian track, and among the rocks found a good spring
of fine clear water. Several others were found by the men on the
sides of the cafion.

Passing the point, our doubts were all set at rest most satisfactorily.
The stream turned abruptly to the westward, and in that direction a
glorious view broke on us. For full sixty miles an immense plain ex-
tended to the west, only bounded by a distant range of mountains in
that direction, through which we thought we could see such great de-
pressions as to make a passage easy. This, we trust, is the Colorado
range. Directly west 13 a huge mountain, which I called Mount
Buchanan, and connected with it by a chain ; the roughest we have
seen is another which I called Mount Benton. Near this seems an
overlapping of the mountain with the range which runs to the north-
west, where a pass seems to be easy. Due northwest is a depression
in the morthwest range which apparently reaches the level of the
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72 WAGON ROAD FROM FORT DEFIANCE

was a heavy dew. To-day I have seen a great deal of quartz, like the
gold-bearing quartz of California. Some of the veins seemed very
large, and were in positions to be easily worked. I

The Indian fires were built all around us last night, but they made
no attack upon us, nor did they attempt to stampede our mules. After
taking a hurried dinner, I started with Thorburn, two or three of the
men and my boys, under the guidance of the captive, to whom I
promised liberty if he would show us water once more. We rode
over the valley, or rather plain, for eleven miles, when we found a well
some six feet deep, and apparently containing a sufficiency of water.
It was nearly 10 o’clock when we returned—cold, hungry, and tired—
to camp.

I determined to move camp to the well in the morning.

The grass here is pretty good, but no wood except bushes. The
soil of the great vallev we are in does not seem so rich as the general
average of the land we have passed, and the grass appears to grow in
large patches, leaving bare intermediate spaces.*

At the well, we found Indian signs, showing their presence around
us ; but none came in sight.

October 12—Camp 28.—Starting at dawn we travelled by the easy
plain over to the spring. Before leaving camp I started off old Sae-
vedra to look for water, which, he says, he camped at somewhere
about here fourteen years ago, but does not remember the exact spot.
I sent with him Ham, May, and Joe, and the whole party under the
charge of Tucker, :

Our camp from the well, which I have called Butler’s well, from one
of my men, appears to be completely hemmed in by the most rugged
mountains. The great valley is bounded on the north by the Bu-
chanan and Benton ranges of mountains, and on the south by a rugged
mountain I have named Harry Edwards’ mountain. All the inter-
mediate spaces are filled up with rough and ragged ranges of lower
elevation. To the northward and eastward is a range of high, frown-
ing, dark mesas, along the base of which and turning to the north-
ward runs the dry stream, on which we encamped in Engle’s Pass,
(as I have called the cafion down which we came to the great valley;)
and where we are to leave the valley is a problem yet to be solved,
involving further exploration.

Fresh tracks of Indians at and around the well show them to be

quite plentiful in our vicinity.
At 3 o’clock Tucker returned to inform me that Saevedra had
found his spring, and that it was a fine running water. I was pleased

to hear this on two accounts: In the first place, the supply in the

well proved insufficient ; and in the next, it was the only thing old
Raevedra had found, that he started to look for, since our departure
from Albuquerque. Before he weut out this morning, he told me that
if he could only find this water the direction to three others would

come directly back to his mind, and that they lay on a good course for ‘

us to the Colorado.

Leaving Butler’s well, we journeyed six or seven miles over the

#1 changed my opinion returning. We found the grassin this valley everywhere
abundant.

TO THE COLORADO RIVER. (

great valley to the south, and encamped at the head of the cafion in
which the spring and little stream rises. The grass is indifferent,
and no other wood than bushes. ]

The road is excellent. The soil is loose and in places covered with
voleanic pebbles and gravel.

October 13—-Camp 29.—At an hour before daybreak the bugle
gounded, and by licht we were on the road. )

At the head of the cafion we had about fifty steps of rocky road,
which delayed us awhile, making it passable for the wagons. This
over, we came rapidly down the level bottom of @he cafion to the fine
clear water of the spring, which we reached in five miles. This
place—I refer to the cafion—differs in no particular from that already
described as Engle’s Pass. The character of the rock, the palisaded
sides, are just the same. We found here plenty of wood for cooking ;
but the grass is scarce at the spring, though a mile or two above it
there is plenty. I have called the spring after Saevedra. ,

I have no doubt that this pass, like Engle’s, will lead to another
great valley, or a plain, over which we shall travel without trouble to
the Colorado. o .

- The stream from the spring, after running a short distance, sinks
into the gravelly bottom of the bed of the stream. It affordsabundance
of water for any number of animals. ]

The weather has become warm this evening, recalling the summer
weather of the Del Norte. . o

The mesquite growth also begins again to show itself, and other
shrubs that grow in a warmer temperature than we have lately expe-
riet ced in the more elevated region we have passed over.

Breakfast over, Mr. Thorburn, the boys, and myself startqd ahead
to explore, leaving the wagons to follow on our trail. Emerging from
the mouth of the pass, which I called the Boys’ Pass, after May, Ham,
and Joe, who were the first to enter it, we came upon a vast plain.

Directly in front of us stretched a chain of high mountains cut into
fantastic peaks and shapes of all kinds, and about fifteen miles from us.

To the northwest and southeast the view was unbounded, only two
peaks appearing in the distance about the centre of the plain in the
southeast Directly ahead appeared in the centre of the mountain
range a single peak, rising sharp and clear above the surrounding .
mountains ; and here the mountains seemed to form a pass, towards
which we directed our steps. The plain appeared to be endless, and
travelling towards the opposite mountain until night we were still at
a distance from the base. The plain was barren of grass and bore
only a growth of worthless bushes, but the ground was firm and strong
and the travelling good. It was covered for the most part with fine
gravel, and when beaten down will form an excellent road.

When night overtook us we unsaddled, and, tying up our mules,
built a fire and cooked what little we had brought with us. Shortly
after our fire was started, another at a long distance, perhaps eight
or ten miles off, marked the position of our camp, and near to us, and
between us and the mountains, we could see Indian fires. A guard
of one man was kept on during the night, and we passed it pleasantly
without disturbance from the Indians, In the morning as soon as it
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which we passed bore neither wood, water, nor grass, so that our camp
was a rough one, and only enlivened by the Indians who brought
some pumpkins, which we purchased, and baking them, we made an
excellent supper. Weather during the day has been warm, and the
soil barren.

The distance made to-day has been about eight miles, on a course
nearly west.

October 18.—This morning the mules were sent off before daybreak
to water. We had tried ineffectually to get them to the river last

'night, but found it impossible on account of the brush wood.

Camp is crowded with Indians again this morning, some bringing
melons, others corn, and others beans, &c., to trade for old clothes,
worn out shirts, handkerchiefs, or almost anything of ours they fancy.
They are shrewder at a bargain, though, than our men, whose keen
appetites cannot bear the delay necessary to a successful trade. The
watermelons, cantelopes, and pumpkins, are of excellent flavor and
fair size.

In the river bottom, which is several miles wide, and of very rich
soil, we found grass and wood in great abundance. Trading with the
Indians, in a day we had secured a hundred bushels of corn and beans,
pumpkins, watermelons and cantelopes, to last us to the settlements.
Here my journey, as far as the road is concerned, terminated. My
instructions directing me, in the event of a want of provisions, to pro-
ceed to Fort Tejon and procure them there,

Crossing' my wagons over the river on the common air beds which
1 Bad-brought-for-the-purpose, and the use of which I recommend to
others, I followed the United States surveyor’s trail from the river
to Los Angelos, my wagons and train taking the right hand road,
and coming directly from the Mohave to the Fort Tejon. Here I
remained until about the 1st of January, when I commenced my
winter journey homeward, arriving at the Colorado January 23, 1858,

Saturday, January 23, 1858.—We reached the Colorado river early
in the morning, having encamped in a rain-storm the night previous
a few miles from it. Shortly after leaving camp, my clerk, F. E.
Kerlin, who with two of my party had been despatched the day pre-
vious in order to have my boat ready for crossing, was seen returning.
Various surmises were immediately started as to the cause, and as
soon as he was within speaking distance he was questioned eagerly for
the news. He gave us a joyful surprise by the information that the
steamer ‘‘General Jesup,”” Captain Johnson, was at the crossing
waiting to convey us to the opposite side. It is difficult to conceive the
varied emotions with which this news was received. Here, in a wild,
almost unknown country, inhabited only by savages, the great river
of the west, hitherto declared unnavigable, had,for the first time,
borne upon its bosom that emblem of civilization, a steamer. The
enterprise of a private citizen had been rewarded by success, for the
future was to lend its aid in the settlement of our vast western terri-
tory. But alas! for the poor Indians living on its banks and rich
meadow lands. The rapid current which washes it shores will hardly
pass more rapidly away. The steam whistle of the ¢ General Jesup™
sounded the death knell of the river race.

TO THE COLORADO RIVER. K

Accompanying Captain Jchnson, was Lieutenant White, of the
United States army, and fifteen soldiers as an escort, which, with as
many rugged mountain men, and the steamer as a fort, made a
dangerous party to meddle with.

In a few minutes after our arrival the steamer came alongside the
bank, and our party was transported at once, with all our baggage,
to the other side. We then swam the mules over, and bidding
Captain Johnson good bye, he was 8oon steaming down the river
towards Fort Guma, three hundred and fifty miles below. I confess
I felt jealousof his achievement, and it is to be hoped the govern-

ment will substantially reward the enterprising spirit which prompted |
a citizen, at his own risk and at great hazard, to under take so perilous !

and uncertain an egpedition. 3
I had brought t&cs@f‘}é}with me, and as they stood on the bank,

surrounded by hundredsof wild unclad savages, and mixed with these
Zihe dragoonsof my escort and the steamer slowly revolving her wheels
preparatory to a start, it was a curious and interesting picture. )
The camels, immediately on my arrival, for the sake of testing their
capab%}f}; of withstanding cold, I had placed in camp within a few
bundred yards of the summit of the Sierra Nevada, and to this date

they have lived in two or three feet of snow, fattening and thriving

wonderfully all the while. Lately, in a terrible-snowstorm, the

w carrying provisions to the camp, could proceed no further. The
“camels were immediately sent to the rescue, and brought the load
“threu:

the snow and ice to camp, though the six strong mules of the
team were unable to extricate the empty wagon.

At theriver I bade farewell to Major Blake and the officers who had
accompanied me, and the same evening commenced my homeward
Journey. My object in undertaking a winter journey is to test the
practicability of the road surveyed last summer for winter transit. For
this purpose I have taken with me a party of twenty men, and hope
to reach home in March. )

We did not go far the first day, and shall not to-mourrow, as I desire
a day to regulate my party, and the mules cannot find very good grass
for the first forty miles of the road. We encamped in a clump of wil-
lows, fifteen miles from the river, )

January 24.—3tarted late and crossed the mountain to Murray’s
springs; the Indians of this side of the mountain, who are not
friendly, yelling at us as we passed down the cafion, and showing
themselves at a respectful distance on the high bluff on either side.

Grass tolerably good. Willow and mesquite wood plenty. Water
is abundant, much more so than when we passed last summer. The
‘weather cold. , . ‘

January 25.—Breakfasted at 4 and off.at 7. The night was
passed without trouble from the Indians, though they shouted at us
as we left camp from the hills where we saw their camp fires, which
had been divided from ours by a small intervening ridge. The
morning was cold and raw, and a keen easterly wind made walk-
ing much more agreeable that riding; accordingly, most of us
walked for ten or fifteen miles towards Saevedra’s spring. We
passed close under Frank Murray’s Peak, and, by going around the
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lent guide. Our way to-day has been over a country of great beauty,
and exceedingly rich in grass and cedar timber. The face of the
country is undulating, and the landscape most pleasing to the eye.
Passed large tracts of land, on which we found a red sandstoue,
apparently fit for building purposes without any further labor than
selecting the size of the stone required. The surface is flat, smooth,
and shiny, and enough of it to build a dozen towns without making
any apparent diminution of its quantity. All day long we have
found abundance of water in every little hollow. These streams and
holes I do not suppose are permanent, but caused by recent rains and
snows, spots and patches of the latter being still upon the ground.

Thermometer, at 4 a. m., 31°; at noon, 61°; at 3 p. m., 61°; at
sundown, 50°.

Encamped in a cedar grove. Grass abnudant. Weaethr bright,
clear, and cloudless.
February 1.—Up at 4 and off at 6. Passed a rolling country
in a direct line for Mount Sitgreaves, and so heavily covered with
cedar and pifion that our progress was constantly retarded by the
trees. The hills and valleys are covered with bunch and gramma
grass. Crossing some fine valleys, the only places we found free of
a dense growth of cedar, we came at 2 upon a dim trail almost
*invisible, which, from the occasional marks of a. wheel tire having
scraped a rock, and a bush here and there crushed and broken, 1
took to be Whipple’s. Following this a short distance, we came to a
tank in the rocks, which I supposed was the.Lava spring of Whipple.
The grass being excellent, and water and wood plenty, I encamped
here. The day has been warm and bright... .
Thermometer at noon, 71°. R
1 determined this morning to come in a direct line to San Fran-
cisco, and therefore shall leave Breckenridge spring to our left.
From an elevation we saw Mount Thorburn in the plain far below us,
and the most prominent object in that quarter, in fact, on the whole
road, with the exception of Floyd’s Peak and San Francisco. We saw
very many deer and antelope tracks. Snow only occasionally in
small patches where sheltered by the cedars and pine.
After noon the travelling generally became laborious from the
softness of the ground, so that we make but short day’s journeys.-
February 2.—Up at 4 and off at 6. After travelling a mile we
came to a large tank in the rocky cafion, which, from the sign about
it of camp fires, I knew to be Whipple’s lava spring. From this point
I determined to go south of Mount Sitgreaves, and by that means to
Leroux’s spring in a straight line. 'We pagsed over a fine country—
rolling hills and timbered land—and found no snow until we reached

the summit of the plateau at the greatest altitude over which we passed -]
it last summer. Here, on the foot of the mountain, it had drifted for
probably twelve inches in height. The travelling being laborious, I en-
camped near where we made our day camp, after leaving Leroux’s
springs, last summer. Shortly after leaving Lava spring, in which -
there was abundance of water, we came to New Year’s spring, which -

was also full, and in a mile or two more entered the noble forest of
San Francisco. The old mountain covered with snow, relieved by

TO THE COLORADO RIVER. 81

the dark green patches of pine, and the plain at its base, with its black

forest of ggigantilt)x timber, gresent«s a beautiful sight as the sun is set-
evening.

hn’l%hgrz;ometergat noon, 39°. At sundown under the shelter of the

mountain, 46°. )

Leaviné the plain, which was covered with snow, we soug(lilt shelter
under a spur of Sitgreaves’ u{ountgm for a camp and found a2 warm
corner and plenty of grass and timber.

OFebruaryPS.-—Up at 4 and off at 7. Found the snow froma foczt
on the level to eighteen inches in drifts. Put all the men,dexc%ph-
ing enough to drive the train, on foot ahead to break the g_oad a the
leader was changed every few hundred yards and came behind to 2
end of the line, nevertheless it was tedious work as the snow WanJl;‘S
hard enough on top to_break through at each step. This lastsil dor
three miles, after which we had no trouble. After travelling a . ay
through the beautiful forest of pine which covers t’he country, zt é)ﬁl.r
in the evening came to our old camp at Leroux’s spring. tt s
pretty spring, which breaks out of the side of San Francisco mounhaln
and runs four hundred yards into the valley, we found, as everyw erg
else, the southern exposure of the mountain entirely free of snz;v (;m
covered with fine grass. Here we encamped for the gxght. ‘ a.y(-i
break, thermometer, 29° ; at noon, _36o ; at sunset, 31°. A keen z;lnt
cutting northwest wind all day, filling the air with fine snow, or wha
the Canadians ca%(lI p%gdigeé N

ry 4.— irth-day. . .

Iﬁlvf)b;ﬂ?i,‘/but didy not get }:)ff before 8, the animals having good

rass and the previous day’s journey having been a fa.tlgmngd one. )

Directly after leaving Leroux’s spring the snow_comxnenced get:tlllnﬁ
lighter, and broad bare patches to appear by the time we haI ll‘leag be
San Francisco spring, which we passed but did not go to. ] aAfte-
come so light and so little of it that the travelling became ea.sylr.l er
coming twelve miles we encamped at our old noon camp, the gi'lass
being excellent; and, moreover, I knew I could not go turt ? tda.n'
Walnut creek the next day, or between there and’ the Little Colora; (l)é
there is no wood, which is very necessary to one’s comfort these col !
nights. Our campis a beautiful one this evening; 2 clear space od
three miles around and skirted with lofty pine trees. We amusec
ourselves, as we strolled through the pine forest this mort[)nngt,.fni
shooting squirrels, which are abundant here and of a very beau ¥ful
species.  Their ears are tufted and very long, the back a beautitu
rich brown with silver gray on the sides and Owhxte on the b_el_lg’.

Atda m,, thermon{eter i‘20°1',1 at noo(xil, 48°; ?tassa.ﬁi; m., 57°.

day n calm, cloudless, and very pleasant. -

%}zzﬁm«yh g?—ﬁel?p at 4 and off at 6.30. Still travelling throug}l the
fovest we came at noon to Cosmino caves. The snow for the aﬁter
part of the morning scarce, and even in the drifts and patches where
1t di ist licht and thin. :

: %‘Sczﬁz)tegbglbout a quarter of a mile below the caves,] (;vhere fvvle
camped in travelling west last summer. If any one should ever iol-

“Jow our trail, it must be remembered that the water at this point is

H. Ex. Doc. 124——56




8 ‘Gurnaour
01 ano pansind oa ‘SIPJUB[Q INO WOL A0TS Y %_‘f‘.’ﬁqrf,miﬁag :
4 a8 0 4SOTW §1 TO PasoUs pue paulel 1—'G A
SILL 9T Ot ‘punose Jurfe[ ses sad'eq‘s $NOT o
: y 11
pojured ‘ozum Aidp0d nx01q jojunoms HBIE U AN 8 - PFLA
e Eog "pey poesn pooa o1y [ Appueredde ‘sumd J A qe L
%?:no}qm{iu o3 Suryooieso jutod 18yjoue ’-ﬂg IOJZ:“g:]{ma A}é ouy U
oty punoj pue ‘S[[IY 9Y} 1040 [0 0L YA PI[IOL *,GF ‘umopuns
: . 1990TIOWIATY,
‘ ¢ ze fm e § e ¢ g7 9ySupim ge 1 ,
18 ¢ F¢ ‘moou 38 .gazﬁm qqupang SIom WNOW 07} S?:qsggquee;;i%
: w
, e ‘I9ALL O} TIOI} dDUEISIP o[t > TIOIL"
}sr;c:xﬁe[psyﬂﬂé}m;l&g JUSI[90X0 Pu® JUTPINQS BT ‘dm?goggajgm Oslé
;{tm ® ‘padmeous om I9A11 Jej3e] oy3 dn Suif[aael], T03300) PUNOJ OA
p[d’e ‘wees Appuu 4nq A B 311}uun.1 E[Jfa%m%()?emwlzﬂ £es pmoys I
. urgyia jou §1 LI13UN0d °
e by o o oo
SPI&:{ I;;n}l'enboe Apueroyyns jou wiv J "pUB| 103309 'pu’i& - 'él‘am A
qxgé ap 03 91 9IB[O9D !{{'_mos 9Yj Ul Pasiel usaq diey O‘Ie gn e st 1\3{580»
. 1% Oq A [V meens 9Y3 JO YpSus] o[oYm oY} %uo‘l'e iv Eongo f1pryue:
?.zaAuq oy} WO} 0A 10 A1 B 3uwq 2] 24 10 Fnd POST [3013 oYL,
ows pue £away L19a s208]d UL ST WI030q OY3 UL I9qUIT} } 1] SB sjueq
q.s .118 Emmm% [OLL [JIM DP3IdA0D 9IB ‘598 UwO eu:) s; Ao} wom Poos
ssigmo.g Suipueyxe ‘surerd oyy oTya ‘syred [ uI s*"ei remu[x)oqe 10784
sizea pue o1yIs) §WedS [108 0YJ, -es[e Buryjou u “O.:') o7 WEBTS SUT,
selg Jeqy 0 PO 8q 03 J0q ‘(1Y) O JO OIS 9:;1.30%11 oy, ‘oozeng
%1 oY1 T 10339( 8y} OPBIOIOD 9{2‘-1!3&8‘81;1{4:1 T::ﬁ% Suifeariy WOPYY
TH 30 TANOT S 38 HOAL O oo £xvor wjua ‘A[embs pu avt
4£'ep oy, ‘Suruiow S1Y} SI] SVI0S ST [[3M SZ ‘315{&0?{ %ﬁ%i;& 12
; Y ‘0e°L 18 O pue ¢ % -
g8 118 sn uo pauz-'ﬁlcﬂ‘u A?fpégs q%é 5218 ‘QooU e 19}PWOWLIAY Y,
: 0¥ ‘yse1y Suryjou—s[rel3 uelp
-uy plo o posssd -Suoy yuB e 1 jo goadsoxd v pue Fuitase B
uI;Ip 314 ‘£pnopo usaq s8y £ep oYL, 'ﬂu"iq d9ALI 813 *1'_8 Masom OYF OF
i go. e s1epad owos s1eym ‘dmeo pooS ® puUnOy pIBAY o quSte Ul
;Itzggqp ng Suteq urEjUNOW 0OSLOUBLY u(’IeS ‘a]ddg;{ I%}ZUJIA‘:;W%% xss?z d'pus
’ y 1 20 PO : -
‘ uo130)) 1eeu padweouo em ‘sdm 20t hunagag
j10, pooa 4 ‘uI % ), 1€ JJO pue ¥ 9% dn—01 q
‘roals oy} dn SulfpearLy, WX e ® 10J9TIOWLIAY T,
'.OQI% ‘gmopuns je ¢ (8G ‘U00U 3B [ ,I¢ "W ‘B § 3% 19} omg

swios punog
POIILY T UOIYA JO ‘I0A1X oYy Iedu spuod umisyomp ouy It o
froquily JO 9OUBP
1 61} WO POOM TWOJ300 oYy pue ‘I1equil
ot pooi'e'e ?ﬁega::rthuob{ *3049 URYY} 19YSayy SuImolq moug Is‘; q;s ;n['eo
:';Zq‘%um;{)m 8y} ydnoyj pue ‘a['e‘ﬁ ® ng ma&g gﬁ;ﬁgﬁnj q:; " g w
. " -Bumsia 81 12411 03 pue ‘possed o e 91 dons %
" . 10ATZ 93 PASSO10 T OIOY  "SAIX WRYIIYY S

:x['ea ?‘IPO ‘:éA:a%on;;;}n q%uf& ‘sus1pu] JO [1BI} YSOI) ® godn ?mgjnzﬁngm

-B1p g.loqs = dmeo Suiave] 10V 9 38 Jo pue § e dn—6 Aien

Coryy * B 19)3I0TI8Y T,
0P ‘TAOPTNS 38 ¢ B ‘W00 3B © o7 U "B § 4T 133 !

8 - 'gEATE OQVHOTIOD WHIL OL

'PBOI 813 w0 pey aavy oa Lep s[qesiojmooun 180W oYy 41
opew sBY ‘Aqs 15BOI0A0 u® A ‘se0gy 1no ur Suimorq (presdos pajeal
9Iquop) ez901q yus © puw ‘o]qesa1desip royper ussq svy Lep ey

. ‘podmeous om sroym ‘poos-ysniq jo £313uenb ojquiopis
-800 ® pue ‘purm oy wWoy I9170ys ‘ssvid jo Lquaid punoj oM yorym
UL UOYRD [[BWS B Porojus om ‘PuBy 34811 ano o3 prox 8y} Jurase[ pue
Jo sunz zoyem oy yorym ySno1yy “efeid oyy Buwsoxy  *£rewio} se
Sutuuni jou gnq Gejem JO S0UBDUNQE PUNO} oM SIS  “owuIy 9517 oYy 91
possed o4 weys Suruuni PUNO} 84 YOIYM WBAIYS S[3II] 0Y3 03 108 U0OS
dmed om ‘fep-03 Tyny L1enbe PUNOy oA yorym pue ‘[ref 48e] patagem
9M dIoYA s8]0y oYy} Sussed Pue ‘go 3no pro 1no POM0[[0f pue JoALI oYj
3O[ o4 Sulyreys 1038 w00y ‘W ‘e ¢ 3 B0 pue 5 98 dy—'g fuwniga,r
: "0k9 ‘woou g% ¢ ec mp g ¥ ¥e I9j0wmomrey,
: "PleMISOM BY) THOL)
Sumolq s1 8z001q pood ® y3noyy jurseed pue wiem ST IsY3BOM BY,
“&1ore] wayey pey uiel gonm FUSPLAS §BM. 31 punoad ayy wozy ySnoyy
‘1eqmoydeg ur pessed om USYA WYY JOMO] Yonw LI9A (oALX 87} punoy
3p  “dweo pjo 1mo saoqe so[tm Mo ® pedm®ous pur ‘noou 38 opeIo[o)
O] Y3 03 ewwo oA\ W ‘B g3 go PUe § 9% dn—'), fuonigo,y
"oLE ‘umopuns 98 ¢ 004 ‘uood 98 ¢ )7 ‘wr g ¥ e IsjemoumrIayy,
"osTBd 97} 93831380411 J0T
1 PUnos Mo[[0Y ® Y}10] 9483
Suidwess uo punoad oy 883Y3 Jo oUO puIysg *sprem wornaed °y3 jo
pourBwal y8ym £q pejesedes swoox JOULSIP AT 90BI) P[NOD M TOIGM JO
U0 UI ‘S98MO0Y JO SUINI 873 oom {3189 pu® 59u03s 85007 Jo sopid 10§ 003
815 4% oM JRYM 1BYJ POIOAOISID oM 4798010 e10m Suyyoory ‘SUInI oYY
1E9U PUNOJ 1oM SPBIY MOLI® SUY oWOS pue ‘L18330d g4 ser0w Luem
10} PR12400 seM pUnos oyy, -sqopw ur Pre[ usaq pey ooy ayy yorga
Ul 95107 9UO0 punoy 6\  ‘erey Jesu suing JUSUL 9Y} pauIWEX]]
‘sosodand dweo pue spewiue mo [1® 10§ jusioTyns uwyy
eIow :443noyy 381 38 om UBY} IB3BM 010 PUNOJ oM 8B ‘£®p 1 urew
91 03 poullnIelep | Sunseyiesiq 1oy Y980 Jnujepp o3 dwes woyy

P[nod oA ‘sn yym oxexord ou Suaey ynq ¢

- POYIBM  “P100 puB ‘1wspo ‘meo Jurwrom 9YL_ ‘[ 38 mous ou ¢ oug

Toa ss81d oy, ‘punoq piemino olo7 pessed om uoym se [nyyuerd
05 30U 133BAN  “188}3Ba1q 20§ paddogs om 8I3UM ‘Y8910 uujep| 03 STIRD
esIuns Ieyw A[J0Yy ‘m B 0g'F g Bo pus ¢ ye dn—'9 Auvnagay
"08% 495

-“Pruge {49 ‘uoou ge ¢ QI ‘'w ¥ 18 { 81 ‘9ySuprue J930UIOWIBT],
'8doy [[1y jumystp oYy wo o[qisiA Lo
Sureq 31 ‘mous ayy jo gmo Lfppayuy  -dues aveu 9481 388] pue Lep
I8 [1813 943 W0 weas sYOBI3 300] puw esioy UBIpU] I83[0 puw ‘wped
‘mres L1ea Lep oyf, "uourd pue ‘emid ‘repeo ¢ |0uBpuUnge 98938043
SU3 Ur laquiy, -juwpuuqr L10A pue rmmess 1809 0y} 81 ooy 8s81F
9Yy, -4owinof mo uo pejres ureSe om Touurp Juryee 1oyye pue ‘A[ny
-1yusld JuBIp s[ewiu® Ino ‘omj 10 Juemow B 107 woou 3® 31 Juryosex
4Tuo uns oYy ‘eorpne oYy uo 2143 300) B sBM YoIqm ‘901 o7y Suming
"Aymenyxe Tamof 1 9% punogg 5L S|BWIUE 10] S0UBIUS JUS[[90X0 WY
"1e04£ 9Y3 Jo uoswes 10730 Lue 48 Uy Mou Iomo] 81 swnssad 7 pue ‘omry
813 e yp3uey ur 3095 Lyusass pue ‘q3p1a ur 9005 Lyuomy tnoqs ‘yydep
UL 399) uey 03 4ydto wody s1 ¥oo1 oYy ur 7uey Ieuius siyy, -mopaq
08 10 ollm ® jo 103awnb © Yuey esuewmmr ue ut jnq ‘qustogyus LyeIe

- ~mad ST 3873 Y3noyje ‘soawo 973 9% dweo uodem 1no 3% punoj 18y3 jou

GONVIIEQ I¥0d WOYJ aQvoxh NODVAM o8




84 WAGON ROAD FROM FORT DEFIANCE -

at 8 o’clock, over the rolling plain, between the Puerco and the
Xara. The snow passed off so rapidly, that by noon there wasg scarcely
a trace of it to be seen, but the ground became so muddy that it made
the travelling of to-day the hardest on our animals we have expe~
rienced during the voyage. - At 2 o’clock we encamped on the Xara,
having found a good lee under the cliffs, which bound the stream, and
excellent grass and shelter for the animals. Our camp is about a
mile below our former one. where we moored as we were going over.
Weather squally, with rain, and occasionally spitting snow ; wind
blowing a gale from the northwest. Found the Xara twenty or thirty
yards wide, and about two feet deep.

Thermometer at 5 a. m., 28°; at noon, 45°; at sundown, 42°,

February 13.—Up at 4 and off at 7 a, m. Found the stream
we had encamped on was not the Xara ; crossed the divide, and struck
our old trail, where it comes into the Xara, and at 2 ‘o’clock en-
camped on the Carisso, at our old camp. The travelling very heavy
from late rains; found nothing but mud to put our blankets on, but-
rendered it comfortable by putting down a layer of bushes first. =The
stream running, and grass good and abundant,

Thermometer at midnight, 31°; at 4 a. m., 28°; at noon, 55° ; at

sundown, 48°,

February 14 —Up at 4 and off at § a. m. Travelled towards
Navajoe spring ; found some Indian horses, which we at first thought
were strays or lost, we captured them at the Little Cotton Wood creek,
half-way to the spring.  In the evening, as we approached the spring,
we found that many Indians were about, and not knowing whether
they were Garroteros or N. avajoes, we prepared for war. Just before
arriving at the spring, discoverd a band of sheep, and from the In-
dians in charge heard that the large number of savages in the
vicinity were Navajoes ; watered our animals at the spring, and en-
camped a couple of miles from it in splendid grass, bunch and gramma.
Cedar in abundance all over thig country,

February 15.—Up at 5 and off at 8§ a. m, The Navajoes were in
camp early, but unwilling to trade horses. We left them with the
promise that they would come over to Jacob’s well and trade, we
promising to wait until evening for them. Jacob’s well I have pre-
viously described. It is the greatest curiosity of the kind I have ever
seen. A third of a mile in circumference, a hundred yards in depth,
and at the bottom a pool of water about thirty yards across, and
fringed with cedar trees, rushes, and willows. It is descended by a
spiral trail leading down the sides, which are of soft, yellow clay.
Thermometer at 4 a, m., 25°; at noon, 75°,

February 16.—Up at 4 and off at 7 a. m. Met two Indians on the
road, whom we supposed to be Garroteros. At noon came in sight of
Zuiii, and encamped near the town,

«« Thermometer at midnight, 38°; at 4 a. m., 25°; at noom, 58°,

February 17.—Up at 4 and off at 5 a. m, Passing the Pueblo of

|Zuiii, we went a few miles beyond and encamped. Here I bought
corn, of which these Indians have plenty, for our mules. They were

all in great trouble, the N. avajoes having stolen one hundred and fifty
f their horses. ,

TO THE COLORADO RIVER. ‘ 85

- arted with Sergeant Armstrong and the soldiers who had
begelzweiti };ne so long. 'fhey were all excellent men, and I lpartid
with them with great regret. I sent them back from th}lls.p 1a:a.(:e o
Fort Defiance, having hired of the Indians burros for their trans-
portation. o : .. 590,

ter at midnight, 39°; at 4 a. m., 27°; at noon,
?7’}5}2?:323“?%8.——111) at 4Da.n(’l off at 5.30. Travellqd bya v}iry pretty

valley to Ojo Pescada, which is one of the finest springs ;v% sa'le s:;:;i
and the land exceedingly fertile. The valley is reache ; gf ! }f 1
from Zuili, so gradually ascending as to seem a level roa ob e tesy ;
though the elevation attained is considerable. The spring mt;sthis
lively brook from under the rocks, and runs a bold~§treagn ab s
season beyond Zuiii. Here the fine wheat of the Zuilians lslt?m}:cti
pally raised, and the stubble remaining on the 1§nperfec§}ylcu 1Fra. e
patches, show clearly the natural resources of this beautifu v};a. eyt';he

Timber of both pine and (z{edar is abundant, and everywhere

i g vers the ground. ) :
mc}l:sgh:r::zxfi%; we ca§1e on by a beautiful, undulating co}t:ntxi)y to
the night camp, which we made in some cedars. The day has been
warm and delightful, and the evening mild and clear. @ -

There is a fine valley with a bold stream of water runnmgd roug

it, which may be reached by going three miles to the wes'st;wax]':1 ) acros§
the mesa, at the Ojo Pescada. This whole country, with .the egcep
tion of the valleys, which are clear and open, is covered with a en.seA ‘
growth of timber—-—zedar anc; é)ome.t oon. 60° :

meter at 4 a. m., ; & , .

%"lggﬁzr:?zj'y 19.—Up at 3 and off at 5 a. m. One would hawet }11:0 d?}:

in superlatives altogetherhto describe the %%ailuty Oaf;: tsl)leaco;ug}; reg%l}lx%d
ich we have passed this morning. When . m.

ﬁhslccription rock,pI was tire}il OfbeXd?'lfmln’lg’ r;; eew;g;l); liltg:g.rigeﬁr?g

ew valley, ‘“ how beautiful. 1€ TOC

gge; i%:&?i‘rgm whichy;adiates valleys in all directions, and i)lf mar-
vellous beauty. It rises grandly from the valley, and the t? L pines
growing at its base give out long before they reach the top othl sbpre-
cipitous face. Inscriptions, names, and hieroglyphics c((i)vgr eS asei
and among the names are those of the adventurous and brave pa}n
jards who first penetrated and explored this country, with <liaf§:es as far
back as 1620. The race has long ago passed away, and le i n(;) rgﬁ;
resentativo of Spanish blood behind them. Those with us oot.e wi b

listless indifference at the names of the great men of their nation, :).}Illis

who had made it famous centuries ago, cut by themselves ug}))ont his

rock, and turned off to takg ?harge of the mules, which is about a

re fit for. . ;

ev%hzhiogleftiso fsf)}xf:l t?)ree or four hundred feet in height, and ltb'

spring almost hidden in the fla.}\;ity (ﬁ? it; lfhf fa.cte ;fil});rgg%dlsgtta:d
i miles in width, rolling but not hilly, t

oT\}lei ?ilgliycllfmf;z of pine and groves of cedar. A thick forest of pine

covers the mountain, which defines the hmlts’ ’of the valley.ﬁ Fas becs

In the same valley with ‘¢ Inscription rock’” (as the’l’{amu as I(:n

changed from the pretty old Spanish one of ‘“ E1 Moro™’) a}xl'e, as .

nformed by a Mexican of my party well acquainted with the country,

.
-
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