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which were without exception ddrk and-

blind, and “might-have _been abandoned,

scene. Not easy to credit that a little

way off the kinematograph was-tintinnal-

We went gingerly 51board’('&iérbss,,gl}gﬁgjy;waa.hﬁﬂg"fﬁfﬁmﬁu, and a Parisian couple
row, vielding gangway, and~befofe turtr-—.singing and playing, and a troupe of white-

Ing in gazed. again 4t the silent and still

(%o be continued) . .

frockéd-girls.coarsely dancing.

THE LESSER

IMMIGRANT

GROUPS IN AMERICA
BY EDWARD ALSWORTH ROSS .

Professor of Sociolagy, University of Wisconsin
Author of © Changing Amarica,”” ¢ The Changing Chinese,’" etc.

HE immigration question is a live

wire, and whoever handles it may
look for tingling surprises. One is a bit
startled on realizing that through the
“Bravas” from the Cape Verd Islands we
are getting a new dash of black from the
Senegambian tar-brush. _How _few are
aware that a third of Sicily, from which
miany immigrants come, is chiefly Saracen
In stock, so that the heredity of the Bed-
ouin tribes of Mohammed’s time is fo be
blended with qur pioneering breed I Who
reflects that, with Chinese and Japancse,
Finns and Magyars, Bulgars and Turks,
about half a million more or less Mongo-
lian in blood have cast in their lot with us,
and will leave their race stamp upon the
American people of the future? :

THE FINNS

OuURr 130,000 immigrants from Finland
should be counted in the Finno-Tatar
branch of the Mongolian race, although
since the dawn of history the Western
Finns have intermingled with the Swedes
until their blondness and cast of counte-

nance bespeak the Northern European.
Nevertheless, here and there among the
Finns one notices that inward and down-
ward slant of the eye whiclh proclaims the
Mongol.

Ever since the heavy paw of the Rus-
sian bear descended on Finland, these peo-
ple have been sceping into the United
States. They come for liberty’s sake,
bring their families, and expect to remain.
Lovers-of wood and water, they keep to
the North and the Northwest, and are
willing to tackle the roughest land in or-
der to become independent,  As farmers
they are thrifty, but, if left to themselves,
not particudarly skilful or progressive.
Among them survive Old-World ways,
such as reapinty by handfuls with a sickle
and hauling hay from the field on a sleigh.
With a sharp ax in his hand, the Finn
turns artist, and will hew out a log house
50 beautiful .as to put an Amierican pioneer
to the blush. One of the first things he
builds is an air-tight bath-house in which
he may steam himself by dashing water on
hot stones.
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. Virtually all these immigrants are liter-
ate, and they are eager patrons of night
schools. In acquiring English they are
rather slow. -Their native ability is good,
but is not considered to be equal to that
of the Swedes. They are quiet and law-
abiding, but litigious. With his grim in-
tensity of character, the Finn cannot bear
to compromise his wrongs, but insists on
all he thinks is due him. It is needless to
add that a man with so much iron. in his
blood is honest. _

Like the drunken Mapyar or Lithu-
anian, the “loaded” Finn is a terrible fel-
low. Liquor seems to let loose in him fell
and destructive impulses which had been
held in the leash by moral ideas. The im-
migrants realize their danger, and the to-
tal abstinence movement is very strong
among them. A rival current 1s Social-
ism, for, strange to say, thousands of
Finns, since coming to this country, have
utterly lost faith in the existing social or-
der. The mining company praises the
“temperance” Finns, but makes haste to
get rid of the Socialists, although they are
earnest people of a peaceable temper.

Such movements reveal a thinking mood.
‘T'hanks to the long strugpgle with Russia,
the Finnish mind is awake and open to
ideas. Our Finns have a real thirst for
education, and, besides supporting the best
of public schoals, they maintain near Du-
luth a college of their own with 1200 stu-
dents. In all their discussions the women
take. an equal share with the men, and
when the Northwest adopts equal suf-
frage, the wives of the Finns will be
among the first to vote. The Finns are
prompt to acquire citizenship, and they do
not abuse the ballot. They will not vote
for a fellow-countryman unless he is the
fittest’ candidate for the office.

Their civic attitude is revealed by an
incident that occurred at the outbreak of
the Spanish-American War. A commu-
nity of agricultural Finns near Carlton,
Minnesota, who had settled there in the
eighties, came together after the call for
volunteers and considered what they
ought to do. After deliberation, they
concluded that in token of their gratitude
for their good fortune under the stars and
stripes, they ought to send one of their
number to the war; so they picked out as
their representative a stalwart, comely
farm-lad of twenty-three, and he served

through the Cuban campaign as Finnish
champion of American institutions!

THE MAGYARS

Ix the school of Western civilization the
Finns and the Magyars sit nearer the
front than any other people of Mongol
speech and blood. In progressiveness the
quarter of a million Magyars among us
are as American as any immigrants. we
receive, A thousand years ago the Mag-

yars, invading from Asia, conquered the

Slavs in Hungary, and settled down as a
dominant race. Although a minority in
the land, they have remained masters and
rulers. Hence the Magyar immigrant,
however poverty-pinched, feels the con-
stant prick of the spur of race pride. His
sense of honor is high. He will not seek
charity unless he really needs it. In a
Magyar quarter squalor and degeneration
are not to be seen. The grass and flowers
about the cottages, the clean yard, and the
clean children proclaim the presence of a
race that cannot bear to be looked down
on.
‘While the Magyars have been political
and military leaders in Hungary, the
masses are familiar with the struggle for
existence. They are exploited in many
ways by the Jews, who in Hungary have
been treated more liberally than anywhere
else in Europe, It is not surprising, then,
that few immigrants land here with so
little money as the Magyars. Lacking the
means to acquire land, they are almost un-
known in agriculture. They gostraight into
the industries, and four fifths of them are
to ke found in the work-places of Pennsyl-
vanta, New York, Ohio, and New Jersey.
They constitute a floating labor supply
shifting constantly back and forth be-
tween Fiume amd New York., In the last
five years four NMagyars have departed for
every five that arrived.

Their illiteracy is 11.4 per cent., a hetter
showing than is mude by any immigrants
from eastern or southern Furope. They
bring more industrial skill than the aver-
age Slav, and their earning power is
greater than that of most of the Slavic
nationalitics. They are loath to remain
renters, and in their endeavor to acquire
a home they will assume burdens heavier
than they can carry. Their race pride
plays into the hands of the hurry-up
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American bosses, with the result that the
Magyars injure themselves by ovefwork
more than other immigrants.

In the Magyar stream the men are
nearly three times as numerous as the wo-
men, and two out of five of the men have
left wives in the old country, This means
boarding-house life, shocking congestion,
and a rich harvest for saloon and bawdy-
house. The Pittsburgh Magyar, who
earns $1.80 a day, will spend ten cents of
it for lodging, forty cents for food, and
thirty cents for beer.” The Magyars are
a wine-drinking people, and the immi-
grants come from the farms and know
nothing of the corrosion of cities. Being
high-spirited, however, they want to be-
come American quickly, with the result
that often they acquire our vices before
they ‘acquire our virtues. In the mill
towns they learn to guzzle beer, carouse,

and leave their earnings with the caterers

to appetite, )

Their crime record is bad. No alien is
mare dreaded by the police than a vengre-
ful or drink-maddened Magyar. The pro-
portion of alien Magyar prisoners who
have been committed for murder is 35.6

per cent. higher than for any other na-.

tionality save the Russians. Tleir hot-
headed and quarrelsome disposition causes
personal violence to bulk very large in
their crime. In offenses against chastity
their showing is bad, but their bent for
gainful crime is slight.

Most Magyars come to America with
the expectation of eventually returning to
Hungary to live. For this reason few
have acquired citizenship, and scarcely
any immigrants from southeastern Europe
show less interest in the ballot. After a
trip or two home and a vain effort to set-
tle down to life in the old country, many
return to America, reconciled to the pros-
pect of ending their days here,

THE PORTUGUESE

MoncreLISM and social decay have hurt
the southwest of Europe even more than
the Turk has hurt the southeast. This is
why the 60,000 Portuguese in the United
States are, in point of culture, bebind even
the Servians and the Macedonians. In
the growing army of foreipn-born illiter-
ates they constitute the van. Not even
the ‘Turks, Syrians, or East Indians can

“vie with them. On arrival, not a third

are able to read and write. As we find
them in the cotton mills fifty-five per cent,
of them cannot speak English. Even after
teit years or more In this country, two
Portuguese out of five cannot manage the
speech of the country!

There are two centers of Portuguese
distribution, southeastern New England
and central California. California has
23,000 Portuguese immigrants, Massa-
chusetts 26,000, Rhode Island 6000, In
Boston there are 1225, in Cambridge
2000, in Providence 2200, in Lowell
2200, in New Bedford 4000, and in Fall
River 14,000. We understand why Por-
tuguese should settle in California, but

-what brings these olive-skinned people to

chilly New England? The answer takes
us into the realm of chance. In the be-
ginning of a stream of immigration there
is often romance. Then, if ever, accident
counts, -and the venturesome individual.
Just as a fallen tree on the continental
divide may turn certain snow waters from
the Pacific to the gulf, so a practice of
New Bedford whalers a lifetime ago
caused the crowded Azores to overflow
into Massachusetts instead of inte Brazil.
In the old days the whalers, after a sum-
mer cruise, touched at the Azores, and
each took on from twenty-five to thirty-
five natives. When after two or three
years of whaling they returned to New
Bedford, some of these Azorians remained,
and a settlement grew up. To-day their
quarter of New Bedford, known as
“Fayal,” is very prosperous.

All down Cape Cod. these fishermen
have well-nigh replaced the seafaring
Yankees. Provincetown, the spot where
the Pilgrims first landed and which was
settled by the purest English, seems to-day
a southern European town, Handsome
dark-skinned Azorians man the fishing-
boats. Corea, Silva, Cabral, and Manta
are the names on the shops, and the Ra-
man  Catholics outnumber those of any
other denomination.

When the buttom fell out of whaling,
the New Bedford -Portuguese went into
the cotton mills, and their countrymen be-
gan conting in larger numbers. Besides
the, “white Portuguese,” multitudes of
“black Portuguese” from the Cape Verd
I{slands have come in. Three thousand of
them work during the season in the cran-
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not a third bérry bogs of Massachusetts, and all other anthropologists call “sexug] hospitality” is

. 1T 4

As we find pickers flee before them, "They are obvi- not unknown among ‘the Portuguese, . . . 'ﬁ

five per cent. ously negroid, lack foresight, and are so [They] are not free from drunkenness and e
Even after stupid they cannot follow a straight line. thieving, but these faults are more carefully

ountry, two

The real Portuguese immigrate in fami-  concealed among them, and fewer arrests
manage the

[
lies, and show very little money on land- result than would be the case with other ’J'
ing. At home Seventy per cent. of them nationalities, Many of the Portuguese men

19

Portuguese were farmers or farm .laborers_;. Th'ey are idle and thriftless, and some of the wo-
sw England know sea and soil, but bring no industrial men are suspected of having been public
lifornia has skill.  If they cannot farm or fish, they women in the Azore Islands from which
1ts, Massa- become day laborers, mill-hands, dockers, they come,

1 6ooo. In teamsters, draymen, statu_mery engineers, )

Cambridge or firemen. Many of their womernr are in In California the Portuguese live Iike

in Lowel] the needle trades. the Ttalians, but while the Italians co-
and in Fall In the mills the Portuguese o not  operate in leasing land, the Portuguese

d why Por- shine. The men earn $8.00 a'weck, while are s0 individuz}listic that they seldom rent
'fornia, but the rest of the forelg_n born average $12.00. or own land in partnership. “T'his has
d peaple to Their sons and daughters earn $9.50, hand:cgpped them in agricultura] competi-
nswer takes whereas the second generation of other  tion witl the {talians and the Japanese,

In the be- Immigrants average $14.00. They put Their interest in education is of the
-ation there . wife and daughters into the mill, and stay feeblest. In the mill towns the percen-
er, accident out of labor-unions. In eight cases out tage of Portuguese children at home is

individual. i of nine they sleep three or more i aroom. much’ larger than that of the English, al-

continental In quell, according to the government  though in this respect the showing of the
vaters from 3 nvestigator, “The standard of living of  Fall River Poles is much worse. No
practice of the Portuguese, as judged by the number other mill people have so large a propor-
fetime  ago 3 of persons per apartment, room and sleep- tign of their children in the primary

o overflow g g room, is much lower than that of any  grades, The retardation of Portuguese
nto Brazil. ’3 other race,” : school children is high.  In California

‘ter -a sum- b In Boston, we are told that their children are taken out of school

zores, and 3 early, and the few who g0 on are sent to

to thirty- ’% Among the Portuguese Poverty is greater  “business college” rather than to high

» or three 1 and more hopeless than it is among the Jews schoo],

d to New i and Italians, although there are no Portu- No immigrants care so little for citizen-

i remained, % guese in the almshouses, Few of the Por. ship as the Portuguese, Of the men whose

»day their tuguese are really well to do, while many length of residence entitles them to clajm

tnown  as : are partially dependent because the labor of citizenship only 3.2 per cent, have become.

E the women, who are often obliged to sup- naturalized. At New Bedford only one
fishermen 4; port the family, is too unremunerative to  in twenty entitled tg citizenship has
seafaring insure their independence., Portuguese wo- soughr it; whereas, of the other foreign
sot where men who have shown their low moral sense  born, over half have taken steps to gain
vhich was by rearing 2 family of fatherless children citizenship, The Portuguese farmers of
ms to-day exhibit their courage and industry by sewing California, although prosperous, care

{andsome carly and late to gain a meager living for nothing for public affairs, and not half of

e fishing- their little ones. them take g newspaper. They are inter-

d Manta ested only in making money, saving, and

! the Ro- Although unskilled, ignorant, and seg-  buying land,

e of any regated, the Portuguese colnmit very [jt- OVYI'U{I to their extreme clannishness,

tle crime, Nevertheless, their moral  assimilation is slow, [n the city they live
whaling, standard 1s in some fespects exceedingly in a quarter by themselves; in the country
vent into low. Says Dr. Bushee: they “form a colony. “They have their
ymen be- ) clrurch life apart, and their societies center
Besides The idea of family morality among them about- their church. Although the thriy-
tudes of is almost primitive, resembling that of the ing farmers are improving their housing
ipe Verd negroes of the South. Not only are elope- and standard of living, they are “inclined
wsand of ments made and repaid in kind without in-  to be clannish, partly because Americans
the cran- volving further complications, but also what

do not care for their society.” ‘The chief
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agents of assimilation are the, children.
Having mingled with other children in
the public schools, the young people are
taken into fraternal orders and share the
soctal life of the community. Moreover,
the parents unconsciously raise their stand-
ard of living through their efforts to grat-
ify the wants inspired in their children by
contact with schoolmates coming from
better homes. If the second generation
are soon to be segrepated in parochial
schools, as are the childien of the Poles
and the French Canadians, this happy gs-
similation of the Portuguese through their
children will be checked.

THE GREEKS

VirRrTuaLLy all our 150,000 Greeks have
joined us in the course of a decade and a
half. The immigrants are mostly young
men, and the proportion of females is
negligible. Fugitives from oppression al-
ways bring their families; so that this
stream almost without women s the clear-
est proof that the immigration from Hel-
las is purely economic, The Hellenic
Government is democratic and popular,
military service is slight, and there is no
religious or political oppression. What
has happened is that the huge American
orb has swam within the ken of a little
people about as numerous as the popula-
tion of New Jersey, and the larger mass
is exerting its solar attraction. The peas-
ant living on greens boiled in olive-oil,
who eats meat three times a vear, and
keeps without noticing it the one hundred
and fifty fasting-days in the Greek calen-
dar, has sniffed the flesh-pots of America.
Hence a wild-fire exodus that has devas-
tated whole villages and threatens to de-
‘plete the labor force of the kingdom.

Says the emigrant when questioned as
to his motive; “It is hard to make a liv-
ing here. America is rich, T can make
more money there. It is the money.”
Money is the key-note of Greck immigra-
tion, Flashy strangers have gone about
talking with the peasant in his furrow
and the shepherd on the hillside, exciting
their imagination as to the wonders of
America, and smoothing out the difficul-
ties in the way of migrating. In the carlier
days of the movement one man made $50,-
000 a year from his network of agencies
selling tickets and advancing passage-

money on a mortgage. The letter to the
home folks, written by the Greek who has
found footing in Lowell or Chicago, and
which is read by or to every one in the
village, has been seized upon by money-
lenders, and they have lost no opportunity
to encourage both the writing and the
wide circulation of such epistles. The re-
sult is that, as” Professor Fairchild, the
closest student of this immigration, has
said :

The whole Greek world may be said to
be in a’fever of emigration. From the high-
lands and the lowlands of the Morea, from
Attica, Thessaly, and Eubeea, from Mace-
donia, Asia Minor, and the islands, the
strong young men with one accord are sev-
ering home ties, leaving behind wives and
swecthearts and thronging to the shores of
America in search of opportunity and for-
tune., . . . America is a household word in
almost every Greek family, . . . Greek im-
migrants know to just what place in the
United States they are going and have a
very definite idea of what work they are
going to do. :

Although there are 10,000 Greek mill-
hands in Lowell, there is a strong ten-
dency for the Greeks in America to take
to certain lines of business, such as candy-
kitchens and confectionery stores, ice-
cream parlors, fruit carts, stands, and
stores, florist shops and boot-blacking
establishments, -This is due to the fact
that this catering to the minor wants of
the public admits of being started on the
curb with little capital and ne experience.
Once his" foot is on the first rung, the
saving #ud commercial-minded Greek
climbs, From curb to stand, from stand
to store, from little store to big store, to
the chain of stores, and to branch stores
in other cities—such are the stages in his
upward path. As the Greeks prosper,
they do not venture out inte untried lines,
but scatter. into the smaller cities and
towns in order to follow there the few
businesses in which they have become ex-
pert,

If the immigration from Helias keeps
up, in twenty years the Greeks will own
the candy trade of the country, the soda-
fountains, and perhaps the fruit business.
Born epicures and cooks, the Greeks are
going into the catering of food. In At-
lanta they have thirty-five restaurants, in
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St Louis "twenty-six, in Pittsburgl twen-  eral years may learn nothing of it save the
ty-five, in Birmingham twelve hotels and shop, their living-quarters, and the streets
fourteen restaurants, between. Since the padrone’s game is to
Although Greeks are very, rarely farm-  keep his boys dumb and blind, they are
ers, we hear of them as fruit-raisers in not allowed to talk freely with Greek cus-
California, miners in Utah, laborers on tomers.  ‘The moment 2 customer talks
the railroads, and fishers on both. our with a boy, “trusties” crowd round to lis-
coasts. In the cotton mills the Greeks  ten. No truth can be gotten from the
are on a level with the more backward boys concerning their age, their work, or
nationzalities. They show little mechani-  their pay. To avoid the arm of the truant
cal ability, and few have reached responsi- officer, no Greek bound boy confesses to
ble posts. They are sober and amenable fewer than seventeen vears, ‘They are
to discipline, but some -employers find ignorant of the rights and rewards of [a-
them too excitable and unsteady to be bor in this country, and are told that, if
they leave their work, they will be ar-
The ugliest thistle-patch we owe to rested. Even their letters home are read
Old-World seed is the serfdom of thou- and censored. The effects of this servi-
sands of Greek boys in the shoe-shining  tude on the boys are shocking, T'hey miss
parlors that have sprung up everywhere,  all schooling, and years may elapse before
In some parts of Greece the peasant sets they get their eyes open.
his children early to work in order that The study of English is the first step
their earnings may leave him free to loaf toward emancipation; but where work s
the livelong day in a coffee-house, Upon constant, they miss even this chance, and
them, too, he saddles the burden of pro- young men will be found who have been
viding dowries for their sisters.  Ac- shining shoes for years, and feel no ambi-
cordingly, in certain districts the poor tion for anything else. The physical ray-
send away their boys to the cities of ages of such work and confinement are
Greece and Turkey, where they are hired appalling. In their memorial to the Im-
out to peddlers, grocers, and restaurant- migration Commission, the Greek physi~
keepers, who treat them badly and work cjans of Chicago say:
them unconscionably long hours. From . . .
such parents the Gireek in America has no | Young rmmigrants laboring in shoe-shin-
difficulty in recruiting boys, whom he ex- ing places for a period of upwards of two
“ploits under conditions that savor of sla- years become afficted with chronic gastritis
very. °* and hepatitis._ These diseases undermine
In thousands of Greek shoe-shining  their constitutions, so that if they continue
shops are working bound bovs who are longer at the same work, they become af-
miserably fed and lodged by their masters, flicted with pulmonary tuberculosis.  Being
paid from three dollars to four dollars a too 'gnorant to take precautionary mea-
week, and required to turn over all tips. sures, the‘dtsease 18 communicated to others
Often the tips alone cover the boy’s wages by contagion,
and keep, so that his labor costs the mas-
ter nothing. Seeing that from each boy They go on to ask the Government not
the padrone makes from one hundred to 1o allow such bound bovs to land,
two hundred dollars gz veat, a chain of Through this peep-hole we glimpse one
such establishments vields him a princely  secret of the imntigrant’s sky-rocket com.-
income. No wonder the negro and the mercial  rise,  Behold Stephanos, who
Ttalian boot-black have been forced to the landed ten years ago without a drachma,
wall, and now draws a cool thousand a month
~ The bound boys are on duty fifteen or from his business, and is one of our solid
sixteen hours a day, and work every day men!
in the year. ‘They pet in their eating and “Wonderful I exclaims the innocent
sleeping as best they can. They know no American, “What stuff there must be in
recreation. Late at night, completely ex- him!- Shows, too, that the country is still
hausted, they drop, with their clothes on, full of good chances.”- The fact is the
into a bed that must suffice for four or worthy Stephanos lolls on the backs of a
five.  Boys who have been n a city sev- hundred unseen boot-blacks, who are be-
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ing ruined that he may prosper When
one considers how mercilessly the immi-
grant landlord, banker, saloon-keeper,
contractor, or 'employment-agent hood-

winks and fleeces his helpless fellow-coun--

trymen, certain of the ‘“‘successes’” one
hears-of do not seem so remarkable, after

all.
THE LEVANTINES

Our hundred thousand immigrants from
Asiatic Turkey introduce us to certain
Yyery marked differences between the Eu-
ropean civilization and the Asiatic. In
general, these Syrians, Armenians, Arabs,
and Turks escﬁg"w aleohol, shun v1olencc,

and give little trouble to the police. They

are thrifty, acquisitive, and self-support-.

ing Their women folk. are hedgcd and
virtuous. Their native intelligence is be-

yond questjon, . thcy Iespect leammg, and’

.they appreciate educational opportunities
for their children.

On the other hand, they tend to crowd,
their standards of cl("mlmeqq are low, and
they are greatly afflicted with trachoma,
an excludable eye disease. Their narrow
range of interests throws out in ugly Te-
11‘? their lust of gain, especially pain with-
‘out sweat. The Oriental attitude toward
fernales shows itself in a great difference
between the sexes in illiteracy, and in the

v betrothal of young girls to mature men

whom they scarcely know. ‘L'hese people
L_ye trade, particularly the individual bar-
gain, which offers scope for What 1s amia-
bly called “2 contest of wits,” but is really
the-ensnaring of the unsuspecting by
.¢‘arachnids: At a time when our retail

commerce has happily come to the “one-
price” system, the lustrous-eyed peddlers
from the Levant bring in apain the odious
haggling trade, with its deceit and trick-
ery.

That these immigrants_Jack physical

and .moral courage is_conceded even by
“their friends. They do not settle their
guarrels on the spot face to face, but re-
venge themselves treicherously from be-
hind when they get 2 safe chance. Their
feeling that truth is a luxury not to be
brought™6ut "on common occasions gives
them an advantage in a commercial system
which takes for pranted a good deal of
Anglo-Saxon  straightforwardness. It
needs only half an eye to sec that the
“business ability” attributed to the pros-
pering dealer is often nothing but the
practice of Oriental craft among the un-
suspicious. As the Romans found these
people at the eastern end of the Mediter-
ranecan, so we find them to-day, good-look-
ing, pliant, clever, sometimes brilliant, but
shifty, and wanting in character.

Wlhen two peoples find that their stand-
ards repel like oil and water, they do not
care to associate. Naturally, then, the
Oriental immigrants tend to huddle in
colonjes in which they may live in the old
way, keep their pride, and spare them-
selves the pains of adjustment to Amer-
ican ideals. Not only do such colonies
check the assimilation of those who most
need it, but they are apt to be nests of
congestion, disease, and depravity, as well
as hotbeds for the propagation of false
and ‘impracticable ideas of political and
social freedom. ’
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