Seven Top Ranked DALNET Digital Projects

/ Virtual Motor City: Endangered Images from America's Industrial Giant, 1918-1940,
WSU, Jeff Trzeciak
Ranking 58/70

This collection deserves serious consideration for the following reason: Subject matter is highly
relevant to Southeast Michigan, specifically to Detroit and the automobile industry. It meshes
well with other collections that have been proposed and would provide a complementary
resource. The proposal deals with a segment of what could become a large resource that can grow
through future projects. The collection has been inventoried and organized; cataloging exists and
can be exploited to provide access to the images. Digitization of this deteriorating but unique
resource will preserve and enhances access to it. The plan of action for digitization is well
articulated, involving funding, staffing, preservation and access strategies. Decisions that have
been made about this collection will allow it to play a significant role as a test bed effort andmay
help to inform ongoing decisions about presentation of HUB collection.

Black Abolitionist Archives
UDM
Ranking 56/70

This project was one of the most highly rated partly due to the detail that was submitted with the
proposal. The subject area itself is very important with a local connection to a national issue. It
would make material not previously accessible, available to a wide international audience on the
web thus adding to the image of DALNET as an organization promoting research, In addition,
there is a commitment from both the ‘owner' of the material and from the university to support the
endeavor with resources. Finally, there are some guides already produced which list the
speeches.

Detroit African American Women’s Study Club Records 1899-
Duryea Callaway
Ranking 53/70

The subject matter of the project proposed by the Detroit Study Club ranks among the highest
because it represents a collection that is certainly unique to southeast Michigan and to Detroit.
Interest in supporting this database or web-based exhibit comes from potential links from within
the African American community as well as across a variety of disciplines, e.g., health sciences
and librarianship. There is both local and national awareness of the collection; scholars have used
and referenced the materials in their research publications. The collection's mix of formats brings
variety to a single database. The Detroit Study Club has an encouraging track record of grant
support for their efforts, The Kellogg Foundation, Comerica Inc., and the Ford Motor Company
who have funded previous projects are all potential sources of support for this new endeavor.



HFMGY Postcards Project
HFMGV
Ranking 52/70

Out of a collection of 500,000+ photographs of the Detroit Publishing Co. 1880-1920, 100
postcards have been selected. This is a very manageable size but could easily be expanded. The
100 postcards have been selected as having a special tie-in to the Detroit 300 celebration, a
definite SE Mich. connection. HFMGYV is known to have independent, immediate funding
sources and is assumed to possess the copyright for the materials. No work is discernible to date
except the selection of the postcards. There may be descriptive information since the postcards
are selected for a display.

Allen Park VAMC Archives
YAMC
Ranking 49/70

The VAMC Allen Park Project was ranked highly for a variety of reasons: 1) It is of local
historical value; 2) the local VA is committed {(mandated) to catalog these materials; 3) the
materials are coming to be a variety of materials giving us an opportunity to see how to arrange
them into a useful, cohesive collection, and 4) possible government funding.

Michigan Supreme Court Documents
OCLL, WSU Law, MSU-Detroit College of Law
Ranking: 43/70

The Michigan Supreme Court docents proposal was highly rated due to a variety of reasons: 1) it
is an opportunity for a collaborative project involving both DALNET and non-DALNET
members; 2) the collection in paper format is already used— digitization could expand that use
and make it more convenient, 3) indexing already exists for these documents, 4) the project is
scalable and can be broken into chunks, 5) possible opportunities for funding from the state and
other organizations

Costume Collection
WSu
Ranking 43/70

The costume database is a collection of primarily women’s clothing representing several eras.
The information is of major importance to costume, theatrical and fashion designers. Preliminary
experimentation has been conducted to insert thumbnails of the collection into bibliographic
records housed in Im@gine. Information from this collection could be linked to other text and
artifact collections held by other DALNET members
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