


The blessings continue to fall upon Rochester College!  
This past academic year has truly been a “celebration of 
scholarship” as we conferred over 300 degrees.  These 

the world, to enroll in graduate school for further education, to 
begin new careers and to start on the next exciting journey of 
life.  I look forward to watching the successes of these graduates 
as they continue a life of study and service.  

I wish you could hear their stories.  Lives have changed. 
Hope has been restored.  Lives have been claimed for the Lord.  
These blessings are possible because God has chosen to love 
and bless us with the richness of his grace.

Our students continue to achieve spiritually and academically, 
moving forward in the name of scholarship.  The 2005 

concepts that highlighted the successes of our young people.  
I am always amazed at the high level of scholarship that goes 
into these presentations.  Original poetry, short stories, creative 

celebration, our music scholars performed and the Concert 
Band presented its inaugural concert.

Partnership Dinner XXXIV with Art Linkletter, held at Cobo 
Hall, provided another blessing for the College.  The largest 
annual fundraiser for student scholarships, the event saw a 
20 percent ticket sale increase.  The spirit of fellowship hung 
in the air as we gathered for a positive evening in support 
of Christian education.  In the near future, I look forward to 
hosting the Partnership Dinner in our new athletic facility.  At 
that point, the College will have come full circle returning 
the Partnership Dinner to campus.  What a celebration that 
will be!

In other exciting news, I recently spoke to local business 
and civic leaders; I was pleased with the positive excitement 
they exhibited toward the College.  We have engaged and 
partnered with the community to reach a place of better 
service to the community.  In this spirit, we are bringing back 
the Rochester Fall Festival in a much bigger way.  Plan to 
attend on Saturday, October 1.  You will be glad you did, and 
your family will be glad you did.

Rochester College is indeed blessed.  Thank you for your 
support.  God is working through all of us to serve in this 
place, at this time.  I hope you enjoy this issue of the North 

May God Bless You,

President, Rochester College
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In this issue, we are 
celebrating scholarship 
at Rochester College.  
Scholarship is built through 
hard work—and that starts 
by cracking open the 
books and spending long, 
hard nights studying at 
your desk. 



Rochester College is an aca-
demic community characterized 
by the fellowship-creating reality 
of Christ’s presence in the world.

The College’s mission  is  to 
engage students in a vigorous 
liberal arts education within a 
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Rochester College hit the courts for March Madness on 
March 5 2005 by winning the USCAA Men’s Basketball 
Championship game for the second year in a row.  Familiar 
faces on the teams greeted each other as Presentation 
College of Aberdeen, SD, met Rochester College once 

Warriors beat the Eagles 65-55.  In addition to winning their 

consecutive season of 20 wins.  Coach Garth Pleasant has 
now led the team to four national championships.  

Television and radio 
personality of more than 45 
years, Art Linkletter, spoke 
at Partnership Dinner, held 
at Cobo Center in Detroit, 
on Saturday, May 7, 2005.  
The event, which raises the 
largest amount of funding 
for student scholarships 
on an annual basis, saw 
higher revenue totals.  
Additionally, attendance 
increased by about 20 percent from last year.  Linkletter 
hosted two of the longest running shows in broadcast 
history—House Party, which ran for 25 years and People 
Are Funny, which ran for 19 years.  He is also the author 
of 23 books, including one of the top 14 best sellers in 
American publishing history, “Kids Say the Darndest 
Things.”

College students, carrying them throughout the globe.  
Twenty-three students served inner city Chicago over spring 
break.  Raising support to travel to his homeland of Nairobi, 
Kenya, Kenneth Asewe, sophomore, will work this summer 
with Made in the Streets, an organization that helps street 
kids, before returning to the College in the fall.  Similarly, 
Henry Oyier, a senior computer systems management 
major from Nairobi, intends to spend his summer helping 
the people of his hometown.  Oyier spent the last year 
developing his dream, Make A Change Organization 
(MACO) in Nairobi. Oyier envisions a place that not only 
educates, but also addresses the needs of the soul through 
evangelism.  Dr. Andrew Kronenwetter and a group of 
seven Rochester students will spend the month of July in 
Australia working with the Gosford Church of Christ to 
reach the community through children’s theater, the local 
radio ministry and manual labor.

Rochester College hosted the eighth annual Sermon Seminar, 
a 48-hour seminar designed to help ministers enhance their 
preaching skills and focus on biblical studies, on May 23-25.  
Over 200 representatives of 20 different Christian fellowships 
from 32 states and Ontario attended this year’s Seminar, 
with one attendant coming all the way from Bermuda.  
The speakers also came from different backgrounds and 
perspectives, crossing denominational lines with a love of 
Christ and a passion for his word.  Fleer built this year’s 
Seminar around keynote speaker Fred Craddock, professor 
of preaching and New Testament, Emeritus in the Candler 
School of Theology, Emory University.  The presenting 
speakers, including Rochester College’s own Dr. John 
Barton, complimented each other remarkably.  The ninth 
Sermon Seminar, “Preaching the Sermon on the Mount”, 
will be held on May 22-24, 2006.  For more information 

A committee of scholars from the Higher Learning 
Commission visited campus on April 25-26 to assess 
Rochester College’s application for approval to offer 
a master’s degree in religious education.  In their exit 
interview with the president, the committee indicated they 
would recommend that the Commission approve Rochester 
College’s program of study.  In November 2004, the Michigan 
State Department of Education approved the degree program.  
With the anticipated approval, classes will begin in August.  
If interested in being part of the inaugural class, contact Dr. 

Dr. Rubel Shelly—preacher 
to the Family of God at 
Woodmont Hills Church of 
Christ in Nashville; author 
of several books such as 
his latest with John O. York, 
“The Jesus Community”; 
and teacher within churches 
of Christ—brings his wealth 

to Rochester College this 
fall as an adjunct instructor.  

Dr. David Fleer, vice president of church relations, said in 
a formal statement, “We are thrilled that Dr. Rubel Shelly 
will be joining the Rochester College family...[he] will be a 
wonderful resource person, mentor, teacher and preacher for 
us.  We have long been impressed with his work in biblical 
texts and philosophy coupled with his ability to connect 
with a wide range of audiences within the academic arena.”  
To read the complete statement visit www.rc.edu/news.  



A committee of scholars visited Rochester College to 
review the institution’s education program on April 10-
12.  The committee complimented the teacher’s education 
department, its directors and the College highly.   Vikki 
Bentley serves as the education department head.  In the 

president, of their plans to recommend that the Michigan 
Department of Education authorize Rochester College’s 
advancement to the next phase of development. This allows 

College successfully created a viable teacher-training 
program.  Michigan’s education department will act upon 
the recommendation in June.

Klint Pleasant joins Rochester College as the associate vice 
president of special projects this summer. Pleasant will 

department.  Additionally, Pleasant will collaborate with 
other campus departments such as Advancement, Enrollment 
Services and Church Relations.  Dr. Brian Stogner has been 
promoted to vice president of academic affairs.  Previously, 
Stogner taught in the College’s psychology department.  
Stogner brings over seven years of service at the institution, 
and over 11 years experience in higher education to this 
role.  

astounding 39 home game winning streak. With this type 
of record, the Warriors received much recognition in the 

and playing ball. His story and others’ drew the attention of 
the Detroit Free Press.  Additionally, the Free Press recognized 
the Hendershot triplets, seniors from Macomb, Mich., because 
this season closes an eighteen-year tradition of playing ball 
together, including four seasons at Rochester College.  

Rochester College signed an articulation agreement with 
Midwestern Christian Institute (MWCI) on Tuesday, May 24.  

agreement with Dr. James Thompson, director of MWCI.  This 
articulation grants MWCI students credit for the training that they 
received at MWCI toward a bachelor’s degree at Rochester.

College toward its diversity goals and its desire to embrace 
African American churches and I look forward to serving MWCI 

Others in attendance included Thompson’s wife, Marva; 
Bobby Hill, Macomb County commissioner and chairman 
of the board at MWCI; Doris Jones, secretary to Thompson; 
J C Thomas, Jr., director of diversity relations, and his wife, 
Glenda; Tracey Hebert, vice president of the College of 
Extended Learning; and Brian Stogner, vice president of 
academic affairs.

Students in the College of Extended Learning (CEL) created 
and produced a documentary for their senior project, which 
premiered at Rochester College’s Academic Symposium on 
Wednesday, April 27 in the Richardson Center Theatre. Mark 
Edwards, Norvell Molex, Patrick Payne and Michael Ray, 
all currently attending CEL’s site at Specs Howard School of 
Broadcasting, made a 30-minute documentary entitled “My 

diversity and the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 



With a 65-55 victory over 
the number three seed 
Presentation College Saints 

of South Dakota, on Saturday, March 5, 
the Rochester College men’s basketball 
team secured its second consecutive 
championship in the United States 
Collegiate Athletic Association 
(USCAA), Division 1.   

Hosted at RHEMA Bible Training 
Center in Tulsa, Okla., the USCAA 
tournament involved nine teams 
from across the country, including 
Rochester’s in-state rival, Marygrove 
College.  Although it was formatted 
as a double-elimination competition, 

a single loss meant only a consolation 
championship.  Though Rochester 
entered the tournament as number one 
seed, the team knew securing another 
trophy meant playing perfectly.

Prior to the games, the USCAA 
announced its All-American team.  
The Association named senior 
captains Mike Tobin and Derek Evans 

respectively.  Senior Colin Wilkinson 
also received honorable mention, 
while sophomores Adam Hacias and 
Mike Upshur received academic All-
American awards.   

The Warriors began competition on 



Thursday, March 3 against Southern 
Virginia University.  Rochester 
delivered a crushing victory, outscoring 
the Knights 92-55.  Tobin and senior 
Scott Ode led the team in scoring, with 
20 and 18 points, respectively.  The 
team averaged 71.4 percent of its free 
throws.

“During warm-ups, you could sense 

and dominate right from the start,” said 
freshman Francis Ramirez.

The second game proved to be 
a much bigger challenge for the 
Warriors.  The Eagles of Robert 

over host RHEMA Bible.  They 
continued to play aggressively 

against the Warriors on both sides of 
the ball.  They blocked four shots and 
forced 13 turnovers, in addition to 
averaging 40 percent of their three-

Eagles featured All-America forward 
Dirk Williams, who scored 15 
points.

“Our biggest challenge was shutting 
down their shooters.  They took an 
early lead because they were able to 
sink several three pointers in a row.  
We had to make sure we weren’t 
giving them any easy baskets,” said 
Hacias.

Despite the close score, team 

the game.  Evans shot 5 for 10 from 

three assists.  Wilkinson added 11 
points and three steals.  Tobin scored 
10.  Rochester narrowly squeaked out 
a 58-54 victory.

“I never really felt like we were 
going to lose.  We just didn’t have 
that mindset.  It was no blow-out, 
but we knew we would come away 
with the victory,” said sophomore Ty 
Warczinsky.

Next, Presentation College’s Saints 
upset number two seed Northwest 
Christian College of Oregon in 

Tobin against Presentation’s Marcus 
Robinson, member of the All-America 
second team.

Despite their preparation, Rochester 
struggled against the Saint’s strong plays 

defense that served the Warriors well 
throughout the season seemed sub-par, 
and the team entered the locker room 

The second half began dismally as 
Presentation increased its lead to 10.  
Just when it looked like the Warriors 
were down for the count, Tobin took 
control.  He scored eight consecutive 
points, sending the team ahead 44-
42.  Following Tobin’s example, the 
Warriors turned up the heat and didn’t 

“I never really felt like we

were going to lose.  We just 

didn’t have that mindset”

look back.
The Saints continued to battle, but 

could not overcome the strength 
of a united Rochester team.  The 
anticipation began to build on the 
bench as time ran down.  When the 
buzzer sounded, Warriors swarmed 
the court, claiming the trophy that 
belonged to them.

Because of his performance, Tobin 
earned the USCAA tournament MVP 
award. He was voted to the All-
Tournament Team, along with senior 

Colin Wilkinson, after averaging 
16.7 and 11.7 points, respectively.  
Wilkinson graciously accepted his 
plaque, but then announced to the 
team that he felt Evans deserved it 
more.  With everyone watching, 
Wilkinson conferred his award on 

his teammate.
Rochester is only the second team 

in USCAA history to win back-to-
back titles.  Contemplating this 
overwhelming achievement, Ode 
compared the change from being last 
year’s underdog to this year’s heavy 
favorite. 

“There was no difference, really.  
We came in both years knowing we 
were the best and that we deserved it 
more than anyone else because we 
had worked harder,” he said.

When asked to describe the 
feeling of winning for the second 
time in a word, sophomore Andrew 
Clark thought for a minute and then 
summed it up quite nicely.

 “Amazinglyawesome.”



Top: CEL students Mark Edwards, Norvell Molex, Patrick Payne, and Michael 

Ray with instructor Karen McDevitt after presenting their documentary on 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  Below, left: Keynote speaker Dr. Lora H. Schwab 

addresses the audience.  Below, right: Dr. Gordon MacKinnon and Dr. Brian 

Stogner stand proud with the psychology award following the Symposium.

Rochester College’s second 
annual Academic Symposium 
gave 59 student presenters from 

eight departments the opportunity to 
formally display their capstone projects 
to the on and off-campus community.  
Projects were diverse in nature, some 
presenting musical recitals, while 
others created business proposals. 

The Symposium, held on April 26-27, 
holds “A Celebration of the Liberal Arts” 

senior class presentations at professors’ 
houses.  Dr. Jennifer Hamilton, dean 
of the College of Arts and Science and 
chair of the Symposium, prefers the 
new conference-style format.  After 
successfully implementing this format, 
the Symposium committee strives to 
continually evolve the Symposium 
each year to better challenge students 
while incorporating the theme. 

Held over a span of three days, the 
Academic Symposium began with 
an academic awards ceremony on 
Tuesday evening.  Thirteen student 

awards presented by each department’s 
representatives.  Because Rochester 
College esteems scholarship highly, 
awards such as these validate students’ 
efforts.  

“We wanted to make a designated 
time for recognition of academic 
achievement,” explains Hamilton.

Music recitals followed the awards 
ceremony that evening.  Five honors 
students performed works of their own 
choice.  Sheri Ringle, Kelly Garbarino, 
Monica Foster, Curtis Storm and Alicia 
Bergen presented works from several 
genres.  The last presenter of the night, 
Dustin Scott, gave his senior recital, 
moderated by Dr. Joe Bentley.  

The following day, students presented 
during the concurrent sessions.  Senior 
Mia Dinnan presented “Child Abuse: 
A Growing Epidemic” for her capstone 
project.  Dinnan said that the work 
required for the project furthered 



her interest in a topic she already felt 
passionate about. 

The Symposium highlights the theme 
each year through a keynote speaker 
who models the ideals of liberal arts 
education.  The committee invited Dr. 
Lora H. Schwab to be the 2005 keynote 
speaker, believing that students would 

year Rochester College board of trustees 
member, liberal arts education advocate 
and successful president and CEO of i3 
Statprobe.  Hamilton explains that such 
speakers help students grasp how their 
own liberal arts education will apply to 
their lives and future careers. Schwab’s 
motivational speech encouraged the 
audience to love and pursue learning.

Each department took advantage 

varied ways.  The business department 
asked students to simulate owning 
a company and present original 
proposals and strategies before a panel 
of business experts.  Students defended 
their decisions and rationale using 
learned strategic business principles.  
Jeff Simmons, dean of the College of 
Business and Professional Studies, feels 
that this allowed valuable evaluation of 
students’ performance and determined 
any areas needing improvement.  

The question and response period 
after presentations challenged students 
to prepare beyond the parameters 
of the assignment.  Senior Kelly 
Galloway, after presenting her two-act 
play “Adventures in Nonsense Land,” 
found this interactive element of the 
Symposium valuable for objective 
assessment.  

“I really like the opportunity for 
people to ask questions about the work 
I’ve done.   It motivated me to study 
all the different aspects of my play 
[because] I didn’t know what people 
would ask,” says Galloway.

 “If students are going into business 
or any occupation where presentations 
must be given, this is invaluable 
experience,” says Hamilton.

The Academic Symposium 
demonstrates the values of a Christian 

while improving its programs through 
assessment and student experience.  
The College views this program as an 
invaluable tool that will continue to 
serve students, faculty, and its academic 
community in the future.

Senior Neil Graney plays jazz guitar 

during recitals at the Symposium



Jeffery Simmons

Dr. John Barton

Historic development and 
vigorous growth characterized 
spring on Rochester College’s 

campus.  The institution has not seen 
such changes in academic status since 
Rochester College implemented four-
year bachelor’s degrees in 1979.  This 
April, two landmark decisions propelled 
the institution ahead once again.  

designed teacher education program, 
which prepares both the expertise and 
hearts of students.  A central goal of 
the program develops attitudes to serve 
as change agents in the diverse and 

century.
Three components construct the 

program.  They are liberal arts—
including courses in religion, 
humanities, communication, science, 
mathematics, physical education and 

 “When love and skill work together, 

    expect a masterpiece.” –John Ruskin

social science.  Professional studies 
comprise the second component, which 

oriented program that focuses on the 
theory and practice of teaching.  The last 
deals with academic content.  Students 
choose from various majors and minors 

In today’s social climate, many 
question the American educational 
system.  Rochester College began to 
seek implementation of its students into 
the system nearly 10 years ago with 
the beginning of a teacher education 
program.  This required a partnership 
with Madonna University while in the 
developmental stages.  After much 
hard work and persistence, the College 
celebrated a major milestone on April 
19. A committee of scholars from the 
Michigan Department of Education 
proposed that the state grant Rochester 
College approval to recommend teacher 

During their visit, the committee of 
scholars complimented the teacher 
education department and program.  



The teacher education faculty, from left to right: Judy Dunham, Caye Randolph, Ann Bryan, Linda 

Park, James Dawson, Lynne Stewart and Vikki Bentley

Dr. Mel Storm, graduate studies chairman

Majors

::  Elementary Math Education
::  English Education
::  History Education
::  Integrated Science Education
::  Language Arts Education
::  Social Studies Education

Minor

::  Elementary Education

Majors

::  Biology Education
::  English Education
::  History Education
::  Mathematics Education
::  Music Education
::  Speech Education
::  Social Studies Education

Minors

::  Biology ::  History
::  English ::  Mathematics

Dr. Mary Navarre from the committee 
said that the institution has potential to 
set the standard in teacher education in 
the state of Michigan.  

“It was so pleasing talking with your 
student teachers.  They were refreshing 
and left me with a sense of hope for our 
future teachers,” stated one committee 
member.

The Michigan Department of 
Education was scheduled to formalize 
the approval in June.  Updates did 
not reach the department before press 
time.

Similarly, Rochester College changed 
status after receiving recommended 

scheduled to begin this fall.  The pursuit 
of a master’s degree in religion dates 
back to 1999 under the leadership 
of former President Ken Johnson and 
former provost, now President Michael 

highly credentialed academic scholars 
and Christians, adding new members 
to the faculty in preparation for this 
degree. Additionally, this program 
invited the expertise of Dr. Rubel 
Shelly, teacher and preacher within 
churches of Christ, as an adjunct 
faculty member.  

Recently, the last requirement for the 

approval from the State of Michigan in 
November 2004, the College received 
recommended approval from the Higher 
Learning Commission in April.  This 
latter development came after an on-site 
visit from a peer review committee of 
scholars who evaluated the institution’s 
capacity to offer a master’s degree. Their 
positive evaluation marked the last step 
in the overall approval process.  

While the advent of the master’s 
degree is historic and changes the 
status of the institution, it aligns with 
the board-approved academic and 
institutional vision.  The goals of 
Rochester College remain the same.  
Focus rests on providing an excellent 
Christian, undergraduate institution.  
Within that framework, the College 
continues to add depth to its current 
programs before pursuing additional 
graduate degrees.

Jeffery Simmons is the dean of the 

College of Business and Professional 

Studies.  Dr. John Barton is the 

associate dean of the College of Arts 

and Science.



This past February, Rochester College lost 
Robert Utley, a dear friend and supporter. I am 
sure Bob is rejoicing with the angels today as 

he realizes that the race is over and his reward is 
claimed.

Bob Utley is a name 
that will always be 
linked to Rochester 
College.  His family ties 
date back to the early 
days of the College’s 
founding.  He has given 
support personally and 

the institution’s history. 
Bob and his wife, Mary, were always willing to “step 
up” and lead others in giving.  The College family 
owes much to Bob Utley.

“Few people will ever have as great of an impact 
on the College and its efforts than Bob.  He loved the 
College like a child and made it a priority in his life,” 
said Larry Stewart, bookstore manager and alumni 
historian.

Bob was a friend to many on the campus.  As a 
board member and chair, he worked with nearly every president of Rochester 
College.  His counsel, his concerns and his dreams for the future have helped 
many presidents lead effectively.  Bob did not always agree, but he always 
focused on the good that was being done and pressed forward.  We would all 
be a better people to adopt such a spirit.

“Bob’s passion and love for Rochester College was probably the highest level 
of any trustee I have ever met.  We are thankful for the heart and soul that he 
and Mary put into the school,” said Patrick Kirby, the current chairman of the 
board of trustees.

Bob’s legacy lives on through Mary, his children, his grandchildren and 
great grandchildren.  His grandchildren all attended Rochester College—the 
college built on the dreams of their great grandfather.  Bob will indeed be 
missed by us all.  We pray that God continues to build upon Bob’s rich 
legacy.

As we face each board meeting, Associate’s activity, or campus event without 

with Mary.  Rochester College is a better place because of Bob’s dedication.  
We will continue to work hard to build a strong college with a foundation laid 
upon Jesus Christ.  That’s what Bob would want.

Bob Utley died of an asthma attack on February 8, 2005, while snorkeling 

during a cruise-ship vacation with friends from the College.

Board of Trustees

::  Member (1975-05)
::  Secretary (1976-80)
::  Vice Chairman (1980-81)
::  Chairman (1981-85 & 1993-00)

Interim President of College

::  1980 and 2003

Major Donor on Construction Projects

::  1977 Student Center (previous location)
::  1994 Residence Hall Complex
::  2003 Utley-McCauley Student Center
::  2004 Athletic Center

“Rochester 

College is

a better place 

because of Bob’s 

dedication”



Jim Bentley died of a sudden and massive 

heart attack on February 5, 2005. He is 

survived by his wife, Kim, and daughters, 

Shauna and Taylor, ages 16 and 14.

Jennifer Hamilton is the dean of the 

College of Arts and Science.  She recently 

received her Ph.D. in English from the 

University of Aberdeen in Scotland.

Jim Bentley worked at Rochester 
College for just over one year.  Every 

mine down the hall.  Yet, it wasn’t until 
very recently I understood just how 
much a part of this campus Jim had 
become.  Initially, his job was director of 
the IT department, but his responsibilities 
broadened to cover maintenance and 
construction projects because of his 
leadership and ability to get jobs done 
with speed and professionalism.  But more 

is the way that Jim made a difference in 
the lives of people around him.

I gathered with the IT department—
Jayson Rainsberger, Will Waters, Mark 
Johnson, Matt Miller, Delyan Raychev 
and Doug Van Slembrouck—and I 
asked them to tell me what it was like 
working with Jim.  The stories began, 
and they taught me about Jim through 
their laughter, thoughtful moments, and 
loving respect.  

Mark remembers hearing that they 
were getting a new boss in January of 
2004, and accepting this news with a 
bit of trepidation, for the last thing they 
wanted was an outsider to come and 
try to “sort them out.”  Yet, the men 
look back on that time and  all agree 
that Jim was the best thing to happen 
to their department.  Knowledgeable in 

technical skills to the IT department.  
From day one, Jim treated his team like 
professionals who wanted to do their job 
well.  Building from that foundation of 
respect, Jim began raising expectations 
not only for their performance, but also 
for campus relations.

Jim led by example.  Mark recalls a day 
when a frustrated student sought Jim’s help 
for an issue that was not his to solve.  Jim 
listened to her, helped her calm down and 

solved the problem anyway.  Moments 
like this proved that people are the IT 
department’s business.  Likewise, Jayson 
remembers Jim walking his team out at 
the end of every day.  Jim’s unassuming 
acts of kindness extended far beyond his 
workgroup, across the rest of the campus.

Jim’s caring attitude and enabling 
management style allowed him to 
maintain high expectations for his 
department.  Under Jim’s supervision, the 
department completely overhauled the 
computer systems at the College, updated 
technology in many of the classrooms 
and participated in the completion of the 
Richardson Center and Theatre.  

“Jim completely changed my outlook 
on professionalism.  His management 
style was to enable and use people’s gifts.  
He would tell us, ‘Dream big.  Figure out 
what the goal is and work backwards 
from there,’” Will commented.  

should be.  My previous experience 
in another culture showed me that 
jobs were just that—jobs.  Jim gave 
freedom to get things done, and he was 
concerned how the campus viewed his 
group,” Delyan added.

The stories continued, and I realized 
that in a short article I could only give 
a hint of what Jim means to the men in 
his department, indeed to the campus 
as a whole.  As our conversation wound 
down, the closing comments moved me 
as the guys recalled what meant most to 
them.  

“What he taught us is lasting.  He 
raised us to another level,” Delyan said.   

“A great testament to Jim is we 
continue to do our jobs, and we’re 
doing it well...It’s like he trained us for 

Jim’s legacy remains with us, and we 
will remember him.

The College mourns the death of 
longtime friend and supporter Royce 

Dickinson, Jr., 48, who passed 
away on June 4.  Royce (’75) and his 
brother Edward (’79) were involved 
in a serious motorcycle accident 
on May 30 in the Ozark Mountains 
in Arkansas.  Ed is recovering from 
severe injuries.  Royce preached for 
the Plymouth Church of Christ and 
was an adjunct faculty member in 
biblical studies.  Additionally, he 
sat on the planning committee for 
Sermon Seminar.   

Lester Allen, Sr., 81, passed away 
on January 2, 2005.  After serving in 
the Navy during World War II, Allen 
entered the ministry and preached 
for over forty years throughout 
Michigan.  A strong supporter of 
Christian education, Allen worked 
with the original board of trustees 
at the College and later served as 
public relations director.

January brought news that another 
long time friend of the College 
from Toledo had passed away.  Iola 

Rummel was a charter member of 
the Associates, who worked tirelessly 
on their behalf through the Echo 
Meadows congregation in Oregon, 
Ohio.  Recently, Sue Garner, Iola’s 
daughter sent the college her original 
Associates Charter Membership Card 
issued by North Central Christian 
College.  Iola’s husband, Ronald, 
had served as a college trustee.  The 
generosity of the Rummels led to 
the establishment of the Ronald and 
Iola Rummel Endowed Scholarship, 

Toledo area.



   “Change does not change tradition.  It 

 strengthens it.  Change is a challenge and

        an opportunity, not a threat.”   

         – Prince Philip of England 

As the last tent peg was extracted from 
the ground at the 2001 Fall Festival, 
participants mourned that this four- 

decade-long tradition had come to an end.  
Since construction was slated to begin shortly 
on the Ham Library, the big tents must give 
way to the advancement of the College.  

Thousands attended the Festival for 
over 40 years.  The silence during the 
next three autumns became deafening.  A 
growing symphony of voices chanted the 
refrain, “Bring the Festival back.”  Life-long 
supporters of the Festival and College said, 
“I miss Fall Festival.  I’m disconnected.”  
Local residents commented, “I brought my 
kids to the Festival for years, and I want my 
grandkids to have the experience.”  

Hearing the petition, the College 
administration convened to bring back 
the tradition.  The steering committee, 
composed of 12 campus departments and 
two community members, brainstormed to 
revive and improve the time-honored event.  
Its new name, Rochester Fall Festival (RFF), 

connect and unite the diverse, multi-cultural 
population through common experience.  
The festival’s theme, “A Season to Connect,” 
underscores the fundamental human longing 
for belonging and bonding.   

This year, the RFF features day-long, 
affordable family activities for all ages, 
including live entertainment, sporting 
activities, arts and crafts, food and receptions 
for Rochester College alumni.   

moonwalk, face painting and entertainment.  
For the older, more adventurous, the RFF 
offers extreme, interactive games from 
Planet X, Inc.  These include a Quad bungee 
jump, NASCAR slide, Triple Play and Sky 
Trail obstacle course.  

The College’s partnership with RARA 

ideally with the goals of the RFF.  This joint 
venture brings with it additional programming 

and hours to the event.  The 5K Warrior Run 
kicks off activities, followed by a 3-on-3 
Basketball Tournament and concludes with 
the annual RARA Hoe-down.  

 “RARA is very pleased and excited to be 
partnering with Rochester College to make 
the Rochester Fall Festival a great annual 
event.  This is just one more way for the 
community to come together to listen to 
great music, play games, shop, eat, entertain 
the kids, be active, or just walk around and 
observe all the fun,” said Brandy Boyd, RARA 
recreation supervisor.  

Song Fest provides four hours of a cappella 
gospel singing, designed to touch the heart.  
Song Fest features the College’s A Cappella 
Chorus and Autumn, the professional group 
Chosen from Detroit, and The Ministry from 
Abilene, Texas. 

Not only does the Festival lend opportunities 
for the community to connect, but also for 
students.  Rochester College students express 
excitement over the new version of the RFF.  
Candace Cain, associate vice president of 
student services, says that the event provides 
students an opportunity to raise funds for 
their social clubs while connecting with the 
community.

 “For alumni, the RFF is an opportunity 
to reconnect with times gone by and to 
be inspired to catch the vision of what the 
future will hold,” said Jennifer Kirby, director 
of alumni relations.

The Associates of Rochester College, the 
original sponsors and organizers of the Fall 
Festival, continue to play a vital role in the 
event.  Lynne Stewart, Associates trustee, 
said that many chapters plan to participate 
in the food court and craft areas, as is 
their long-held tradition. Additionally, the 
Associates’ tradition of crowning the new 
Associates Queen is set for noon under the 
big tent.

Traditions, incorporating the old and 
adding the new, are the connecting structure 
of a community.  The Rochester Fall Festival 

Birgie Niemann is the vice president of 

public relations and grants at Rochester 

College.  She is also the director of 

Rochester Fall Festival.



Betty Dunlap and Cathy Ries hosting the

alumni booth at the 1986 Festival

Mildred Freeland, long-

time Festival chairperson, 

ringing bell to begin the 

1986 Festival

1976

Festival

7:00 – 9:30 AM 

General and Vendor Set-Up 

9:00 AM  

RARA 5k Warrior Run

9:00 AM – 8:30 PM  

::  Live Entertainment

::  “Extreme Events”

::  RARA 3-on-3 Basketball 
    Competition

::  Children’s Activities

::  Business & Craft Vendors

::  Guided Campus Tours

::  Food Court Highlights
    -Alumni Steer Burger 
    -Parkside Homemade Pies
    -Sausage and Gravy

11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Pied Pipers Alumni Reception  
(Gold Room)

12:30 PM – 1:30 PM

First Five-Year Reception
1960-1964 (Gold Room)

2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

First Five-Year College of 
Extended Learning 2000-2004 
(Gold Room)

1:00 PM – 5:00 PM

“Songfest” (Big Tent)

Children’s Entertainment 
(Children’s Corner Stage)

5:15 PM – 6:00 PM

President’s Circle of Honor 
Program (Auditorium West)

6:15 PM – 7:30 PM

President’s Circle of Honor 
Dinner (Fletcher Center)

6:30 PM – 8:30 PM

RARA Fall Hoedown (Big Tent)



Three distinctly different lives converged on 
Saturday, May 7, 2005.  In a celebration of 
accomplishments, two women and a man 

joined one hundred and twenty other graduates for 
the 45th Annual Spring Commencement Ceremony.

Three individuals—Roxana Florescu, Michael 
Ray and Samantha Winterrowd—don’t know each 
other.  They didn’t study the same subjects, nor 
did they participate in the same extracurriculars.  
They are not the same age or at the same place in 
life.  They are not all United States citizens.  Yet, 

culmination of hard work and dreams come true.

Roxana, or “Roxy” as she likes to be called, 
grew up in Transylvania, Romania.  She knows 

looks like.  Since birth, she had virtually no contact 
with the outside world.  The Communists wanted to 

citizens.  
When asked if she ever dreamed of visiting 

another country, Florescu immediately responds, 
“Germany.”  To the question of why, she says, 
“Because that’s where the label on my toys said 
they were from.  That was the only experience I’d 
had with lands past Romania.  I thought if I got 



there, it would be exciting.”
Florescu continued to dream of the far-away 

land of Germany until 1989, when Romania 
was liberated.  She recalls turmoil and chaos 
during that period of time, but also exaggerated 
growth and excitement.

“When I actually saw things from other 
places—TV shows, clothes, books—I was 
blown away,” says Florescu.

When her brother, Manuel, received a 
scholarship to Rochester College in 1999 and 
graduated a few years later, Florescu traveled to 

his sister a tour of the campus, suggesting that 
she, too, might like to attend.  She agreed, but 

Equipped with the few words she had learned 
from American movies, Florescu bought an 
English book and dictionary.  In less than six 
months, she taught herself enough English to 
pass the college entrance exams.  She began 
attending Rochester College the fall of 2001.

Four years later, as Roxy Florescu accepts 
her diploma, memories of all she overcame 
race through her mind.  She knew no one.  She 
barely knew English.  But, most importantly, she 
knew she could do it.  

Morrice, on August 20.  This likely means she 
will not return home, but make a life here.  
Yet, what some would consider a negative, 
Roxy sees as the next step in life.  Her past 
experiences brought her to this exact point—
and she embraces it.

“Receiving my degree was the greatest 
accomplishment of my life,” she says without a 
moment’s hesitation.

At the age of 42, Michael Ray became 

communication at Rochester College.  
He describes himself as just an average guy 

who listens to God. 

experiences].  He equips people he chooses,” 
says Ray.

He explains that he’s been “molded by his 
environment.”  He grew up in Redford, which 
he describes as being a very “white” place at the 
time.  Yet, he always felt there was something 
wrong with that picture.  When he began working 

grabbed the opportunity to right what he felt was 



Nikki Kirkpatrick and Nick Godwin, Katie’s 

mother and husband, accept her degree.present two degrees to Mary Utley.

wrong in his life—a camaraderie with 
those of all colors and races.  Over time, 
he formed intimate relationships with his 
African-American co-workers.

“The guys were impressed with my 
genuine interest in listening to what they 
had to say,” says Ray.

When he began classes at Specs 
Howard School of Broadcast Arts 
through Rochester College’s College 
of Extended Learning, he realized God 
was equipping him to fuse two of his 

Ray became a documentarian.
With three of his classmates, Mark 

Edwards, Norvell Molex and Patrick 

entitled “My Brother’s Dream: An 

explores the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.  The four men created a picture 
experiment with 19 participants of 
various races, portraying the group as 

the experiment and its results.
“What comes across is how similar 

we really are.  Sure, there’s outward 
differences, but the content of our beings 
is similar,” says Ray.

With degree in hand, Ray meets the 
next challenge of life.  He and his wife, 
Rita, want to adopt for the third time.  

Collette, 6, he says look just like them.  
But, Ray feels God’s calling to once again 
embrace diversity.  They are looking for 
two African-American children needing 
a home.

Sure, these decisions are, in his words, 
“kinda scary,” but with a shake of the 
head and a smile, Michael Ray says, “I 
feel like it’s my calling.”Graduate Michael Ray with wife, Rita,

and their children, Ben and Collette

This year, Rochester College wished to 

recognize three recipients with honorary 

degrees.  Robert Utley, who sadly passed 

away in February of this year, received an 

honorary doctorate.  Utley contributed 

40 years of service on the College’s 

board of trustees, acting as chairman 

for two terms.  Additionally, he served 

as interim president twice.  Mary Utley, 

Robert’s wife, also received an honorary 

doctorate for her decades of service in 

the Associates of Rochester College.  The 

third recipient was Katie Kirkpatrick 

Godwin, who passed away on January 20, 

2005.  Her family accepted the honorary 

Bachelor of Arts on her behalf.  



Just being here made my faith my 
own,” says Samantha Winterrowd of 
her time at Rochester College.

With the assurance that comes from a 
solid faith foundation, this 22-year-old 
social work graduate from Jamestown, 
Ohio, prepares to travel to Uganda, 
Africa, for the second time.  With tears in 
her eyes, Winterrowd talks about making 
her childhood dream come true.  Even 
as a small child, Winterrowd knew what 
she wanted to do when she grew up—
feed orphans in Africa.  

And, that’s exactly what she’s doing.

experienced the complexities of 
missionary life in a culture content with 
the simplicities that most Americans 
snub.  With 14 other students and three 
sponsors, Winterrowd completed an 
internship in Uganda that included 
meetings with church leaders, 
village Bible studies and discipleship 
sessions.  A three-day, two-night stay 
in town with a local family brought a 
great challenge to Winterrowd.

“I was a little scared and completely 
out of my comfort zone.  I couldn’t 
communicate with them because 
they didn’t speak English so we 
could only relate on a very surface 
level,” she says.

a couple nights.  She ate plantains, 
corn meal and beans, living like 
most other Ugandans.  She helped 
with chores.  She says that when the 

team picked her up, she cried.  
“I was overwhelmed with 

emotion.  These people don’t 
have our ‘necessities’ of life and they’re 
happy,” Winterrowd said.

Winterrowd left for her second stay in 
Uganda on June 4, shortly after graduation.  
She returns to the United States on July 
28, just in time for her August 13 wedding 
to fellow graduate Tim Parker.  Parker 
accompanied Winterrowd on last year’s 
trip to Uganda, but she feels she needs to 
complete this one on her own.  

“I don’t know how soon I’ll be able to 
return to Africa after this summer.  Tim 
will be in graduate school and I’ll be 
looking for a job.  It was important for 
me to make this trip,” she says.

Commencement day brings 
bittersweet emotions.  It is a time of 

hug friends for possibly the last time.    
These three students faced the same 

decisions that accompany all students 
at graduation.  Marriage, children 
and relocating are all life-changing 
judgments.  Throughout each of their 
stories, one fact remains true.  God 
prepares his children for whatever may 
come.  Roxana Florescu, Michael Ray 
and Samantha Winterrowd laid the 
foundation for life’s next step while 
navigating their time at Rochester 
College.  Because of this, they now take 

Samantha Winterrowd and Timothy Parker, fellow 

graduate and future husband.



Partnership Dinner XXXIV 
featured Art Linkletter, author 
and media personality of more 

than 45 years.  Held on Saturday, May 
7 at the Cobo Convention Center in 
Detroit, Partnership Dinner is the 
largest annual scholarship fundraiser 
for Rochester College students. 
Attendance increased by about 
20 percent from last year.  Past 
speakers include Barbara Bush, 
Colin Powell, Elizabeth Dole, John 
Major, Sam Donaldson, and Mary 
Lou Retton.  

This year, Linkletter spoke 
from his life experiences and the 
knowledge he gained.  Linkletter 
served on the President’s National 
Advisory Council for Drug Abuse 
Prevention and the Presidential 
Commission to Improve Reading in 
the United States, and worked with 
children on his radio and television 
shows.  From these experiences 
with children, Linkletter wrote “Kids 
Say the Darndest Things.”  At 93-
years-old, Linkletter leads an active 
lifestyle, which includes serving on 
several school boards and speaking 
at fundraising events.  Linkletter sees 
a great need for student scholarships 
so individuals have an opportunity to 
attend a Christian institution.

Many students attending private 

of this education.  Approximately 
90 percent of traditional students at 
Rochester College receive some form 

College student accumulates almost 
$10,000 in debt to pay for their 
undergraduate education.  The goal 
of the College is to secure funding to 
give all students an equal opportunity 

to obtain the same quality education.  
Rochester College spends over a 
million dollars on scholarships each 
year, believing that higher Christian 
education is essential to positively 
shape the moral culture of our country 
and strengthen the church’s faithfulness 
to the Lord.  Partnership Dinner raises 

funds for these scholarships, which are 
awarded yearly.    

 “Art Linkletter was a fantastic choice 
for this year’s Partnership Dinner. Our 
constituents received him well. I was 
impressed by his message and support 
of our College. We thank him for sharing 
with us on this day,” stated Dr. Michael 

United under this common goal of 
supporting quality, liberal arts, Christian 
education, guests from various churches, 
companies, schools and states gathered 
for this special night. Birgie Niemann, 
vice president of public relations, 

recognizes the power of Partnership 
Dinner to link supporters. 

“Partnership Dinner connects 
people from across the greater Detroit 
area and beyond. It is delightful to see 
people’s eyes light up as they spot a 
friend across the room, smile and then 
give each other a hug. They connect 

with each other as they support the 
common values and mission of the 
College,” says Niemann.

The Metropolitan Detroit Youth 
Chorus (MDYC), directed by Mr. 
Tim Meixner, performed at the 

years. Currently in its 41st year of 
ministering across the country,  
MDYC is comprised of young 
people ranging from 14 to 18 years 
of age from 20 congregations in 
the metropolitan Detroit area. 
Additionally, guests enjoyed the 
performance of Rochester College’s 
A Cappella Chorus, now in its 20th 
year of direction by Dr. Joe Bentley.  
Chorus performers represent 

from the scholarships Partnership 
Dinner supports.  Attendees of the 

dinner eagerly anticipate Chorus 
performances each year.  

 Gifts of any size directly impact 
quality Christian education at 
Rochester College for its students.  

contributing to student scholarships, 
contact Elton Albright, director 
of institutional advancement, 
annual gifts, at 248.218.2022 or 

Rochester College anticipates next 
year’s guest speaker John Glenn, the 

the oldest astronaut to visit space.

Art Linkletter at the 34th annual 

Partnership Dinner on May 5



Tyler Brown, Jason Labbate, Scott Cagnet, and 

Josh Labbate proudly show off their shack.

Hannah Jensen

decorates

her shack.

Amy Napier, 22-year-old  senior 
interdisciplinary studies major 
from Tekonsha, Mich., spent 

an entire weekend without a shower, 
wearing the same clothes and living in 
a shack.  She also convinced 19 other 
students at Rochester College and three 
employees to do the same.  This unique 
weekend had a purpose, though—Napier 
and her crew wanted to raise money for 
Habitat for Humanity.  

Napier hosted and coordinated the 
“Shack-a-Thon” on Rochester College’s 
campus after an inspiring meeting 
with the Oakland County executive 
director of Habitat, Steve Campbell.  
Campbell suggested options for student 
involvement, and a Shack-a-Thon was  

one of them.  Napier gathered 

friends and RC students, Jenny Hoggatt 
and David Rotberg, and the ideas 

“We started to dream and dream big.  
We decided there were no limits to what 
we could accomplish,” says Napier.

Fast forward to the weekend of 
April 8. After raising donations for the 
event, the students gathered and built 
their new residences for the weekend.  
Businesses, churches and passers-by 
saw the effort and donated over $3,000.  
The shacks also drew the attention of 
WXYZ Channel 7, who covered the 
event.

“Seeing the success that we had with 

Napier.

Top: Joan Sullivan, Amy Napier, and Jenny Hoggatt stand 

shows individual personalities.  Bottom: Participants Lindy 

Emerson, Danny Hardman, and Hannah Jensen advertise 

for Habitat for Humanity.



There sits a young boy in a small 
house in the middle of a city 
somewhere today.  He looks out 

his window and sees a world waiting 
for him to make his mark.  This boy 
comes from a lower income family, not 
having much money for life’s extras.  His 
parents encourage him to dream big, so 
he does.  But, behind their bedroom 
doors at night, his parents worry how 
they will fund their son’s dreams.  One 
day, this boy picks up the newspaper 
from the doorstep of his non-descript 
house somewhere in the city.  He 

a man that made his dreams come true 
through hard work and determination.  
That man is Clarence Carpenter III.

Carpenter grew up in Barrington, Ill.  
Thirteen years ago he married his wife, 
Michelle (Siegel), and now they have 

Consultants in Troy, Mich. for $6.50/ hr.  
Not content to maintain the status quo, 
Carpenter transitioned into the industrial 

move he had found his passion, which 
catapulted him to where he is today.  
Taking the knowledge he gleaned from 
various industrial hygiene companies, 
Carpenter stepped out in faith and 
opened his own business in 2000.

EKS Services Incorporated, which he 

children, started as a one-man team 
in Carpenter’s basement. Today, EKS 

team that has grown to 16 employees. 
Additionally, EKS Services, Inc. generates 
revenues over $3 million and maintains 
lucrative contracts with customers 

::  Residence in Brownstown,
    Mich.

::  Member at the Trenton
    Church of Christ

::  Sits on the board of the 
    Midnight Golf Program, which 
    assists under-privileged youth
    in Detroit

::  Recently entered joint venture 
    with Work Squared in furniture 
    procurement

::  EKS Services, Inc. has been 
    approved by the state 
    of Michigan to train in 
    environmental courses

three children—Kelsey, Sydney, and 
Elijah.  On the surface, they look like your 
average American family.  But dig deeper, 
and an extraordinary story unfolds.

While attending Rochester College 
(then Michigan Christian College) with 
Michelle in 1992, Carpenter learned the 
nuts and bolts that got him where he is 
today.  

“It’s important to get an education, 
it’s also a privilege and we lose focus of 
that,” says Carpenter.

He says his classes instilled in him a hard 
work ethic and rigorous discipline.  The 
interest professors took in his personal life 
left a mark forever branded in his memory.  
These lessons served as the catalyst for 
what happened next—the events that 
landed him in newspapers across Detroit.

“Without failure you cannot have 
success,” said Carpenter of his 
past.  Because of various unforeseen 
circumstances, Carpenter left college 

technician for Testing Engineers and 

old Cunningham’s Drugstore headquarters building and is decorated with photos

of the city in its heyday.  Prints are, from left, the J.L. Hudson Building, circa 1952;

Campus Martius, circa 1923; Briggs Stadium, circa 1939.



After serving eighteen years as missionaries in South Africa, Clay 

and Cherry (Echols) Hart returned to the United States in 2003. 
Both recently accepted staff positions with Let’s Start Talking 
Ministries. They will be setting up short-term mission projects 
and recruiting participants for the program. The family can be 
contacted at 101 Valley View Drive North, Colleyville, TX 76034.

Tom Gosser recently began new responsibilities as a human 
resource assistant for the National Guard. Tom and his wife, 
Lauren, have two children, Rachel and Paul. The family lives at 
107 Riverside Drive, Centerville, TN 37033.

Gordon and Becky (Williams) Rush can be contacted at Box 81, 
Delavan, IL 61734. Becky is working as a church secretary and 
Gordon is a communication specialist with the Army Corp of 
Engineers. The couple has three children, Christina, Margaret, 
and Sabrina.

Lisa (Gilbert) Foreman and her husband Mark adopted Kiana 
Micaiah on May 2. They also have a daughter, Bonnie. Lisa is an 
actuarial consultant for Mass Mutual Financial Group, and Mark 

family lives at 59 Ludger Avenue, Chicopee, MA 01020.

David Patrick Christian Jr. joined Ashley and Kayley in the 
home of David (91) and Karen (Petrich) Christian on May 
16. David is a salesperson for Art Van Furniture and Karen 
teaches for Flint Public Schools. The family lives at 3611 
Brentwood Drive, Flint, MI 48503.

Jennifer Garrity-Moody and her husband, Mike Moody, 
welcomed Emalee Rebecca on March 14. Jennifer is the 
director of public relations and marketing for Metrolink, and 
Mike is the sales manager for Brenny’s Motorcycle Clinic. The 
family lives at 539 North Meadow, Geneseo, IL 61254.

Owen Robert joined Bria in the home of Robert and Kristen 

(Fulton) Sowles on March 23. Robert is a team leader for 
ChannelNet and Kristen is a homemaker. The family lives at 
5250 Wilby, Shelby Township, MI 48317.

Daniel and Tiffany (Nickols-Schmidt) Reece welcomed Jordan 
Dean on February 16. Tiffany is a teacher in the Gibraltar 
Schools, and Daniel is a designer for Camou-Pico. The family 
lives at 23519 East Fairway Drive, Woodhaven, MI 48183.

Ben Seligson recently opened a new business named Budget 
Powerwashing and Car Care. In addition, he still preaches on 
a regular basis. He lives at 2809 Dearborn Avenue, Rochester 
Hills, MI 48309.

like General Motors, Wayne State 
University, Federal-Mogul, Comerica 
Bank, and Henry Ford Health Systems.  
These monumental accomplishments 
led to back-to-back nominations for the 
Minority Supplier of the Year Award.  

The Detroit News and Crain’s Business 
picked up on Carpenter’s triumphs and 
featured his story.  Newspapers hit the 
front stoops of houses, waiting to inspire 
others to follow their dreams.

Carpenter’s failures have indeed 
turned to success.  On the day of his 
interview, Carpenter revealed another 
triumph to add to his story.  His most 
recent acquisition, Detroit Industrial 
Services, is an industrial painting 
company that positions Carpenter as 51 
percent majority partner. The company 
boasts over $5 million in revenue with 
clients such as Comerica Park, Walbridge 

Aldinger, Durr Automotive, Ford Field, 
and Trammell Crow to name a few. 

Sitting in his bedroom, reading 
Carpenter’s tale, the young boy in the 
small house in the city asks himself how 
he, too, can have a successful life.  He 
wants to dream big, but has always been 
scared to fail.  Yet, Carpenter’s story has 
shown failure to be part of success.  

“It’s very important for people to stay 
focused and grounded on the most 
important things in life. And, when you 
stay focused on God, family and friends, 
you will always be a success no matter 
what you do in life!” enthuses Carpenter.

With that, the young boy sets aside the 
newspaper, gets up, and walks out into 
the world ready to make things happen.

Jennifer Kirby (’01) 

is the new director 

of alumni relations 

at Rochester 

College.  She 

graduated with a 

Bachelor of Business 

Administration.

Look for an update from Stephanie 
Britten and Nadine Taylor in 
the  Fall issue of the North Star.  
Stephanie and Nadine have 
committed nearly a year of their 
lives, starting July 1, to missionary 
work in Honduras with the 
organization Little Hands, Big 
Hearts.  To contribute to this 
ministry, send your tax-deductible 
payments to their sponsoring 
congregation, the Rochester 
Church of Christ, 250 W. Avon 
Rd., Rochester Hills, MI, 48307. 

“It’s very important

for people to stay focused 

and grounded on the most 

important things in life”



Donald Robinson, ’72, is the vice 

president of institutional advancement 

campaign strategies.  His son, Justin, 

currently attends Rochester College.

The transformation of 
800 West Avon Road 
from non-assuming 

buildings to the collegiate 
presence of Ferndale-
Hoggatt, Ham Library 
and Richardson Center 
caught the attention of 
long-time supporters and 
the community.  The administration and 
board carefully and prayerfully crafted 
the plan—Catch the Vision, Phase I and 
II—that funded these projects.  

As I give campus tours showing the 
results of Phase I and II—impressive 
library, state-of-the art science labs, 
the Theatre, classrooms equipped with 
SMART technology, the new student 
center—tears often well up in the eyes 
of long-time supporters who say, “I never 
thought I would live to see this day.”  And 
yet, they also say, “There is one piece still 
missing—where is the gym?”

Today, Rochester College embarks on 
the next phase of the board-approved 
strategic plan for the College’s new look 
by the year 2010.  While the new athletic 
center, a 65,000 square foot facility, sits as 
the centerpiece of the campaign, the plan 
includes other capital improvements, 

depth in the academic 
offerings, a growing 
residential student campus 
and market expansion for 
the College of Extended 
Learning.  

Supporting this strategic 
plan requires capital 
and operational and 
endowment funding.  
Thus, Catch the Vision, 
Phase III, a comprehensive 

campaign totaling $31 million, was 
born.  This seven-year campaign aims 
for completion in December of 2010.  
To date, over $8 million in gifts and 
pledges have been raised during the 
silent phase of the campaign.  

Administration targets completion of 
the much-needed athletic canter in time 
for the 2006-07 men’s basketball season. 
Other capital improvements include a new 

energy conservation upgrade, new 
roadways and parking as well as several 

Additionally, Phase III encompasses an 
aggressive endowment component.  Our 
goal is to build the permanent endowment 
to $21 million by the end of the campaign.  

and restricted funds are also built into the 
comprehensive campaign.  

As we publicly announce 
Catch the Vision, Phase III, we 

challenge the alumni, parents and friends 
of Rochester College to prayerfully 
consider how to assist us in attaining 
this goal of raising $31 million by 2010.   
There are a number of ways you can 

make a naming gift.  If you would like to 
consider naming a
a building in honor of a loved one, please 
let me know.  Naming opportunities range 
from $1,000 to as much as $3 million, 
and can be paid out over several years.  

Lastly, our goal is to raise $1 million to 
name the performance court in honor of 
Coach Garth Pleasant and $500,000 to 
name the recreational gym in honor of 
the late Coach Bill Shinsky.  Perhaps you 
would like to participate in this effort.   

The North Star includes a business 
reply envelope, listing options to support 
this campaign.  Please take a few minutes 
to consider these options and enclose a 
gift or make a multi-year pledge.  Your 
gifts validate the campaign and make it 
possible to realize this vision.  Pledges 
signify a partnership with Rochester 
College in our efforts to build a dynamic 
campus and to connect young people to 
quality Christian education.



For information, contact Elton Albright at Rochester College

E-mail: ealbright@rc.edu  III  Phone: 800.521.6010 x.4

Seven years ago, 
God re-directed 
Brian Stogner’s (‘80)  

path.  Content in his job 
at the time, Stogner had 
not contemplated any 
professional moves.  He 
was settled and he says 
he was happy.  Then, a 
conversation with his wife, 
Lisa, sparked an idea.  As 
he recounts the story, a smile spreads across his face.

“One night my wife asked me if I would ever change 
jobs.  Just out of the blue like that.  I told her that the only 
way I would change is if a full-time faculty position at a 
Christian school opened that allowed me to also practice 
neuropsychology.  A couple days later, I got a call from [then 
president] Ken Johnson offering me a position at Rochester 
College.  Next, Genesis Regional Medical Center said they 
were looking for someone to practice neuropsychology.  It 
was pretty clear what I was supposed to do.”

Stogner says he made the move for spiritual reasons rather 
than professional.  Yet, he believes this decision furthered him 
professionally as well.  Since coming to the College in 1998, 
Stogner has served as a professor of psychology and chair of 
the behavioral sciences department.  Simultaneously, he held 
a private practice in psychotherapy and the neuropsychology 
practice at Genesis Regional Medical Center.  Additionally, 
he helped construct the College’s current academic vision, 
which is the cornerstone for the strategic plan.

Recently, his path curved once more.  Stogner accepted 
the role of vice president of academic affairs, the position Dr. 

president.
This new role brings with it new challenges.  The vice 

president of academic affairs oversees and coordinates 
the institution’s deans, the vice president of the College of 
Extended Learning, the director of the Academic Center for 
Excellence and the director of library services—six separate 
positions in all.  To successfully oversee these roles, Stogner 
must effectively communicate with administrators.  

College.  Upholding scholarship and its pursuit requires 
individuals with a vision—individuals with a passion for 
academe and, at Rochester College, individuals with a heart 

“This institution has exceeded the expectations of many.  
We want to continue to excel and this necessitates those 
with a united vision.  Dr. Stogner’s dreams for Rochester 
College align with what we have been accomplishing and 
where we want to go.  We welcome him into his new role,” 



Funded by a Title III grant from the 
Federal Government, the Academic 
Center for Excellence (ACE) began 

free tutoring services in fall 2003, targeting 
student retention.  Rochester College’s goal 
was to bring its retention rate to national 
level and beyond.  Evidence proves ACE 
does the job. 

Studies show that failure in core subjects 
discourages students from completing 
college. Because of this, ACE focuses 
heavily on math and writing classes.  

“Students quit for many reasons, but 
we want to make sure students do not 
leave Rochester College because they are 
struggling academically without help,” 
says Tedd Case, director of Title III.  

“Students learn quickly that ACE 
staff will not do their work [for them]; 
they must actively engage in their own 
education.  We see students grow, 
accepting responsibility and working hard 

Paula Bonbrisco, Title III activity director.  
Administrative assistant Donna Mosley 

stresses that ACE helps any student that 
wants to improve.  For example, students 
like Cassie DeWitt, who already excels 
in class, have taken advantage of ACE. 

Located in the new Richardson Center, 
ACE offers a walk-in lab operated by 
faculty and student tutors.  Sarah “Lenny” 
Grabowski, a current Rochester College 
student and math peer mentor says that 

“We are open seven days a week and 

including tutoring in the dorms,” says 
Grabowski.

Bonbrisco reports that ACE’s efforts 
are paying off—the number of students 
passing math courses increased by 11 

this, ACE expanded to include a program 
called Supplemental Instruction (SI) in 
several subjects.  SI uses peer mentors 
that attend classes and hold small group 
study sessions.  

Currently, SI offers instruction in Bible, 
which is funded through the College. 
Other SI programs include English, 
chemistry, psychology, and accounting.  
Other efforts by ACE are academic 
workshops, held each fall.  The workshops 
teach time management, goal setting, 
note taking and writing skills.  ACE also 
initiated the Student Athlete Success 
Plan, supporting the academic studies of 
athletes balancing the extra demands of 
collegiate sports.

Striving to always improve aspects of 
the program, ACE plans to implement 
in-residence tutors in freshman dorms 
next semester.  Additionally, an on-line 
tutoring service will allow students unable 
to attend ACE sessions the opportunity to 

“Freshmen, if you come to Rochester 
College, you will succeed!” concludes 
Case.

The ACE team, from left:

Donna Mosley, Tedd Case,

Paula Bonbrisco, and Jan Coe.

(not pictured) Burt Rutledge

Jessica McKinney receives help from SI tutor 

Sarah Grabowski.  The ACE lab and SI proved 

to help many students do better in their 

classes this year.



Dr. Craig Bowman says he is not 
an “armchair scholar.”  Since 
last year, Bowman has led two 

teams to Israel for excavation expeditions 
on what is called “Biblical Tamar.”   
Rochester College students and faculty 
have accompanied him both times.

“I truly believe scholarship and 
‘getting dirty’ go hand in hand because 
it enhances your experience with the 
texts and knowledge of events that took 
place.  For scholars, the classroom can 
get old...and I’ve always loved to dig,” 
says Bowman with a smile.

Bowman’s interest in Israeli 
archaeology began in 1988 when 
Princeton sent him as a photo-journalist 
on an archaeological photographic 
mission.  He was studying at Princeton 
Theological Seminary at the time and 
jumped at this opportunity to couple 
his studies with real-life experience.  
Sixteen years later, 
Bowman was 

presented with a chance to give his 
students at Rochester College the same 
adventure.

Bowman began discussing a relatively 
unknown region of Israel called Tamar of 
the Wilderness, with colleagues Terrance 
Christian and Mark Shipp.  Christian is an 
archaeologist, and Shipp is a professor at 
the Austin Graduate School of Theology.  A 
previous expedition on the site uncovered 
over 20,000 artifacts, and the men felt 
further study and excavation would 

Based on passages in I Kings depicting 
Solomon’s building projects, the men 
began excavating a 10th century fortress 
at the site to determine if, indeed, it could 
be linked with King Solomon’s projects 
mentioned throughout these passages.  
Bowman says that if the fortress is 
determined to be Solomonic, the region 
would have been a strategic area for 

fortifying military establishments that 
governed southern Israel.  If funding for 
the excavation and publication projects 
continue, Bowman’s team plans to 
involve students in the restoration of the 
city gates and towers of Biblical Tamar.

Bowman’s motivation for continued 
discovery aligns with his passion for 
learning.  He plans to incorporate 
expeditions to Israel into the curriculum 
at Rochester.  Previously, trips have 
been limited to a couple weeks at a 
time, but Bowman dreams of expanding 
the experience to a full semester 
abroad.  Classes in culture, history and 
religion would be added to augment the 
program.  Bowman believes in getting 
his hands dirty, and wants to teach his 
students the same mentality.

“This is an opportunity for personal 
growth.  It opens up a fascination with 
discovery for students.  Discussing sites 

dream,” said Bowman.

Excavation site at Biblical Tamar

Left to right: Tom Brown, Craig Bowman, Todd Hall, Yigal Israel, Ron Hall, 

Mark Shipp, Terrance Christian, and John Cardenas
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Rochester College gratefully acknowleges the

generous gifts of our partners. Because of you, we 

continue to impact the lives of students as we

accomplish our mission.

Remember Rochester College in your estate plans

Listing of Honor 
and Memorial gifts 
received since the 
Spring 2005 North 
Star will appear in the 
Fall 2005 North Star
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Terry and Karen Swiney 
Sandy Tarrant 
Jon and Maggie Taylor ‘04

Jess and Lorene Temple 
Paul and Sonja Temple 
Duane and Betty Tennant 
Joe and Kathy Terrell 
The Flex Company of America 
Gerald and Mary Theeck 
Mary Theisen 
Averill and Wilma Thomas 
Jim and Raida Thomas 
Michael and Brenda Tittle 
Jim and Beth Truex ‘93, ‘92
Theresa Turner 
David and Judy Tye 
Utley Brothers, Inc. 
Tony and Wanda Vander Meer ‘99
Bill and Shirley Vaughn 
Ralph and Diane Vitale ‘95
Jim and Jaynie Vize ‘99
Wachovia Bank of North Carolina 
Alan and Debra Waites 
Michael and Sandi Wallace ‘87, ‘89
Nancy Wallace ‘75
Allen and Evelyn Waller 
Mark and Diane Wanous 
Jim and Dorothy Warren 
Washington Mutual Foundation 
David and Sue Wasson ‘62
Paul and Ruth Watson 
Rick and Karen Watson ‘70
Wayne Heating and Cooling 
Barbara Weatherhead 
Louie and Helen Welch 
Ginny Welter 
Westland Lock & Key, Inc. 
Don and Doe Whetstone 
Roy and Ethelene White ‘69
Joseph White 
Ken and Sharon Whitlatch ‘76, ‘78
Homer and Sharan Whitt 
John and Carole Whitwell ‘62, ‘62
Gary and Barbara Williams ‘68
Tom and Carol Williamson ‘62, ‘63
Glenn and Nita Wilson ‘72, 72
Velma Wineinger 
Mike and Ersella Winters 
Sandi Witzeling 
Elaine Woods 
Marty and Mary Wooten ‘82, ‘82
Thomas and Bonnie Wright ‘79
Donald and Lois Wright 
Joseph and Mattie Wright 
John and Anne York 
Bill and Eva Young 
Young & Basile, P.C. 
Don and Elaine Yuvan 
Bert Zadoorian 
Denise Zavasky ‘73
Sylvia Zavitz ‘93
Patrick and Margie Zurlinden 

Ruthe Ahrens 
Thomas and Jill Albin 
Nan Alexander 
Dan and Diana Allen ‘73
Michael and Tammy Allen 
Richard and Sandy Allred 
Orville Amorose 
Catherine Angelo 
Darrel and Carol Ashby 
Chris and Anne Auger ‘02
Marie Balderson 
Arlene Ball 
Booker and Elizabeth Ballard ‘64
Dieter and Marlyn Balzat ‘62
Barbara Bangs 
Allen and Marie Barber 
Brian and Marilyn Barbuto 
Thomas and Julia Barrett 

Norman and Cheri Bartlett ‘63
Erwin and Dorothy Bauer 
Charles and Blodwyn Beals 
Helen Beaman 
Barry and Gloria Beasley 
Scotty and Lynn Beck ‘66
Jeanine Beck ‘04
Keith and Janet Benjaminsen 
Carolyn Bensen 
Joe and Vikki Bentley 
Kevin and Sheila Berry 
Dan and Tina Bigelow 
Gerald and Margie Biggs 
Ed and Joy Binkley 
Dwayne and Marie Birdwell 
Dennis and Lisa Blank ‘75
James and Patricia Blankenship 
Mary Blaylock 
John and Julie Boag ‘87
James and Jackie Bodine 
Frank Boglev ‘02
Scott and Debbie Borawski ‘03
Virgil and Linda Boss 
Dorothy Brandes ‘02
Brentwood Hills Church of Christ 
William and Joyce Bridgeforth 
Steve and Donna Browder 
Michael and Denise Brown ‘71
Odis and Ginny Brown 
Ben and Shelly Bruce 
Vernon Bruner 
James and Louise Bugg ‘65
Peter and Bonita Bumpass 
Curt and Sharon Burton 
Edwin Cahill ‘98
John and Monica Campbell ‘04
Nancy Campbell 
Lisa Cardamone ‘02
D.C. and Gay Carlson ‘62
Allison Carter 
Anna Carter 
Jeff and Jean Carter ‘84
Michael Casey 
Gladys Castle 
Bill and Adrianne Castleman ‘92, ‘92
Helen Chambers 
Joe and Tina Cherney ‘01
Ron and Beth Chockley ‘76
Ted and Barbara Chudzik ‘03
George Clark 
John and Peggy Clark 
Frank and Winifred Clayton 
Loren and Elaine Clemence 
Randy and Teresa Clouse ‘77
Ron and Judy Coffee 
Joseph and Carolyn Cole 
Selwyn and LaKeisha Conley 
Gerald and Cindy Corey ‘02
James and Helen Costello 
Violet Covington 
Joe and Helen Cox 
Floyd and Doris Crank 
Bob and Jennie Cross 
Howard and Lois Cutler 
Dave and Bonnie Daniel ‘86
Brad and Kris Davidson ‘05
Earl and Jackie Davis 
Mamie Davis 
Mark and Penny Davis 
Stan and Pam Day ‘65
Jason Debandt ‘01
Veneda Dillard 
Mark and Marlena Dixon ‘82
David and Sarah Dunn 
Henry and Marion Durrell 
Raymond and Marilyn Easter 
Josephine Edelmann 
Fred and Lynn Edens 
Russell and Naomi Edwards 

Joan Emmons 
Haskell England 



Troy and Eleanor Ethridge 
Peter and Judy Evans 
Bert and Marguerite Everson 
Family of God at Woodmont Hills 
Sarah Faulkner 
Letha Ferguson ‘82
John Filiczkowski 
Greg and Christy Flory ‘02
Bob and Sally Ford ‘71
Mark and Lisa Foreman ‘85
Bob and Jane Forrester ‘62
Michael and Jeannette Forster 
Walter and Jo Forster 
Brad and Leslie Francis ‘85
Doug Freeman ‘77
Darwin and Pam Fretenborough 
Karen Fussell 
Tony and Beverly Gacioch ‘00
Clifton and Louise Ganus 
Joseph and Cynthia Garcea 
Eldon Gaston 
Chuck and Beverly Gatton 
Melvin and Patsy Gay 
General Mills Foundation 
David George 
Dell George 

Ernie and Eileen Gill 
George and Patricia Girgenti 
Antonina Gladfelter 

Vincent and Lisa Gotko 
Josh and Kara Graves ‘02
Jon and Becky Gray 
Jean Grebe 

Benny and Vera Grice ‘70
H.W. Motor Homes, Inc. 
David Hague ‘04
James and Shelly Hall 
Ken and Ruth Ann Handley ‘70
Jeffrey and Holli Haney 
Ed and Patricia Harrison ‘76
Dawn Harroun ‘84
Brent and Letha Harshman 
L. R. and Katherine Harshman 
Ken and Gail Harvanek ‘78
Rick and Merry Hastings 
Gene and Wanda Hatcher 
Dan Hellebuyck 
Herman and Carol Hendon 
Heritage Church of Christ 
Wilma Hills 
Doug and Janet Hines 
John and Kerri Hoenstine ‘81
Frank Hogan 
Therese Hogan 
Gary and Barbara Hood ‘67, ‘65
Kenneth and Mary Hooton 
Brenda Hoover ‘85
Aaron and Holly Hopkins ‘93, ‘92
Lee and Bobbie Hoskins 
Eric and Lynette Houk 
Ron and Sue Howard 
Ed and Maggie Howell 
Helen Howery 
Bette Huckaby 
Keith and Barbara Huey 
Leonard and Janie Huff 
Naomi Huffman 
Clifford and Terry Hulburt 
Henry and Maxine Hunter 
John and Sue Husken ‘03
Jim and Mary Jacks ‘04
Jack and Carolyn Jackson 
Rick and Kristy Jehn ‘88
Wendell and Paula Jennings ‘68
Mark and Tamara Johnson ‘01, ‘02
R. A. Johnson 
Richard and Marilyn Johnston 
Elliot and Shannon Jones ‘01
Mary Jones 

Sam Ella Jones 
Verconia Jones 
Douglas and Diane Joppie 
Maximino and Teresa Juarez 
Ray and Crystal Keener ‘74
Kellogg’s of Battle Creek 
Robert and Cathy Kelly 
Kay Kendall 
Abigail Kenworthy ‘02
Bill Kestly ‘60
Scott and Jeanie King ‘87, ‘94
Bob and LoAnn Kirks ‘65, ‘65
Patty Kobrehel ‘84
Helen Koester 
John and Barbara Krebs ‘67
Robin Kuchta 
Pat Lake 
Roy and Verna Lamirand 
Ray and Kris-Ann Lane 
Debbie Lanham ‘70
Tim and Terri Lanier ‘80
L’Anse Creuse Middle School-East 
Ken and Anne Larsen 
Keith and Rhonda Laurin ‘81
Dan and Shirley Leach ‘64, ‘63
Betty Lehnan 
Brad and Robin Leverett 
Edwin and Sandra Lewis 
Jim and Amy Lewis ‘97, ‘’03
Livonia Church of Christ 
Francisco and Lisa Lopez 
Frank Losee 
Gary and Sue Luft 
Fred and Betty Lundie 
Kenneth and Corinne Lyttle 
John and Kay Mac Manes 
Jeanette MacAdam 
Paul and Cathy MacKenzie ‘04
Brent and Kay Magner 
Glenn and Lisa Markell ‘82
Ken and Debbie Martin 
Tom and Dianne Martin ‘62, ‘62
John and Debbie Mathews ‘02
Sheilah McCalpine ‘89
Monty and Lora McClelland ‘98, ‘96
Chuck and Jeanette McCoy 
John and Gina McCurdy ‘82
Robert and Grace McKeel 
Brad McKenna ‘02
Robert and Gladys McKenney 
James and Rosie Mead 
Frank and Dorinda Meinert 
Dan and Justina Meixner ‘80
Albert Meress 
Tom and Sandra Milholland ‘64
Dorothy Miller 
Matt and Kara Miller ‘00, ‘99
Hugh and Joy Mingle 
Paul and Barbara Mitchell 
Timothy and Jodee Molnar 
Ed and Geraldine Monroe 
Marcus Morison 
David Morley 
Tim and Vickie Morton ‘85, ‘96
Frank and Betty Mosher 
Dan and Pam Moylan 
Martin and Jenny Murphy ‘86
Ethel Nall 
Jamie Nelson ‘03
Lori Nelson ‘97
Nicole Neumann ‘03
Bao Dan and Ruth Nguyen 
Bill and Karen Nichols 
Joseph and Victoria Niedbala 
Eric and Tina Old ‘01
George and Joy Oliver 
Loyal and Lou Osterhoudt 
Kenneth and Barbara Otto ‘04
R.C. Ottwell 
Bessie Owens 
Lucien and Ida Palmer 
Freda Parker 

Parkside Church of Christ 
Bill and Anita Parrish ‘68
Johnie and Alta Mae Patterson 
Jeff and Lisa Pauls 
Mrs. Willie Pemberton 
Hazel Penn ‘93
Leecia Penrod ‘61
Ron and Linda Pepper ‘69
Josephine Peterson 
Ramie and Michelle Phillips 
James and Denise Pienkowski ‘02
Betty Porter 
Steven and Julie Porter ‘86
Hazel Powell 
Ken and Megan Pribish ‘92
Tony Rana ‘84
Beryl Randolph 
Del Raychev ‘04
Pamela Rea 
Lynna Reese ‘66
Elizabeth Rehm 
Linda Rehm ‘03
Terry and Jackie Reid 
Donald and Robbie Reynolds ‘79
Wes and Shirley Rhoads 
Janet Richards ‘83
Chuck and Ruby Richardson 
Richland Road Church of Christ 
Alvin and Martha Riedl 
Tina Ries ‘02
John Ries ‘76
Charley and Phyllis Roberts 
Rochester Community Chorus 
Ed Roden ‘75
Keith and Luwona Roeder ‘96, ‘95
Denise Rogers 
Rue Porter Rogers 
Henry and Evelyn Romans 
Ed and Norma Roos 
Cynthia Royster 
David and Kathryn Rudd 
Jerry and Lori Rushford ‘63, ‘71
Norma Jean Ryan 
Sue Salazar 
Larry and Linda Samuels 
Chuck and Christine Sandison ‘00, ‘99
Kamal Sansom ‘95
Dan Santellan ‘78
W.F. and Marie Saylors 
Tim and Cathy Schepper ‘84
Roger and Kathy Schert ‘76
Robert and Grace Schneider 

Corinne Schwartz 
James and Myrtle Scruggs 
Carl and Janelle Seitz ‘03
George and Nancy Seitz 
Ruth Ann Sellers 
Carmen Settles 
Julius and Jo Ann Shaw 
Paula Shelton 
Alfred and Helen Sherer 
Julia Sherlock 
Glen and Judy Shipman 
Paul and Nadine Shirley 
Donald and Landra Shotts 
Don and Hope Shull ‘75
Angela Shurmur 
Jack and Pat Siggers 
Ken and Gail Skeens ‘82
Kleve and Belinda Slouber ‘77
Ronald and Pauline Smarch ‘01
Bill and Nancy Smith 
Bobbie and Fran Smith 
Bruce and Beth Smith ‘69
Roger and Fran Smith 
Steve and Ann Soper 
Paul Southern 
Earl and Ruth Sparkman 
Nancy Sparks 
Todd and Marcy Speaks ‘90, ‘91
Dave and Denise Spencer ‘73

Ray and Nancy Springer 
Coy and Wynelle Spurgeon 
St. Andrew Catholic Church 
Michael and Peggy Stack ‘03
Sylvia Staley 
Paul and Linda Stanczak ‘03
Josie O. Starnes 
Joe and Glenda Stevenson 
Kenneth Stewart 
Ken and Lorie Stewart ‘82
Bob and Viv Stewart ‘68, ‘67
F. K. Stillinger 
Paul and Lorene Stinnett ‘84
Rosa Stinson 
Dosha E. Stockard 
Anthony Strickland ‘86
Don and Leatrice Swander 
John and Joyce Swantek 
Albert Swindle ‘75
Greg and Beth Szydlowski ‘02
Thomas and Elizabeth Talbert 
David and Cherilynn Tallman 
Dane and Shanon Tate ‘88
Barbara Taylor 
Donald and Emelie Taylor 
Mark and Kathi Taylor 
Carl and Leatha Terwilliger 
David and Christine Theuerkorn 
Jack and June Thomas 
Mike and Simone Thomas ‘85, ‘85
Tom and Carol Thompson ‘68
Robert and Aileen Threlkeld 
Christopher and Jennifer Tobin 
Mary Tobin 
Michael and Christine Tobin 
George and Mary Jo Tolbert 
Roy and Sharon Topie 
Gary and Vivian Turner 
Howard and Debbie Upleger 
Philip and Julie Upleger 
UST 
Ed and Kim Utley ‘91, ‘’98
Paul and Nina Van Gilder 
Aaron Vance ‘01
David and Helen VanDeVelde ‘03
Janis VanHorn ‘71
Mark and Beth VanRheenen 
Doug and Brooke Van Slembrouck 
David and Amy Vanz ‘03
Sue Via 
Joe and Jill Vincent ‘82
Joshua and Tammy Walton 
David and Melissa Ward 
Milodene Ward 
Patric and Debbie Watkins ‘68
Zearl and Betty Watson ‘62
Jerry and Linda Watson 
Bob and Patty Way 
Ronald and Denise Weaks 
David and Lorraine Weckerly ‘66, ‘67
Smiley and Sandra Wells 
Michael and Michelle Welter 
Sarah Faye Welter 
Jeff and Sandy Westerby ‘89, ‘88
Andy and Patricia Westergaard ‘03
Joe and Wanita White 
Robert and Merrillee Whren 
Maxine Williams 
Shannon and Dena Williams 
Jack and Ginny Wilson 
Phyllis Wilson ‘74
Noel and Cecelia Wilson ‘65
Amanda Wolfe ‘03
Lois Woll 
Jack and Dorothy Woodhouse 
Donald and Virginia Worten 
Michael Wortz 
Sara Wren ‘03
Greg and Joan Yagle 
Bob and Kelly Yoakam ‘76
Gay Young 
Elmer Zink
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